
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



I 




To THE MEMORY or 

LiEUT.-CoL John 5iiAvBiixiNas 
nn.D.cL,LLJ>. 

FiR^T DmecTOR or 
Tm NEwVottK PuBuc Library 

WHO BV HIS FORESIGHT ENERGY' A?(D 

aDjHIni^trativr ability 
hMade effective 

ITS F.VR-m; ACHING INFLUENCE 
*He IS HOT DEAD WHO CrVRTH LUT TO KKOWLEIM^E' 

J&Hn 5haw BrLj-iNGj MRManiAi. fuwo 



trzjn^^^^^^^^zTTrri 




HO 



PATRONAGE. 



VOL. IV. 



fc . J 



1. WGnaj, Fdnter» BUck-Hom Cmt^ 



PATRONAGE. 



BY 

MARIA EDGEWORTH, 



AUTHOR OF '' TALES OF FASHIONABLE UFB,^ ** BBUNDA/' 
'' LEONORA,^ &C. 



IN FOUR VOLITMSflk 
VOL. IV. 



^ WitiHmt a Pfttronr-tfaoagh I condeicend 
^ Sometimei to call a Ifiiiiiter my ftiaiid.* 



LONDON; 

PRIKTED FOR ^. JOHNSOIT AND «}0. 
•T. PAUL'S CHUBXH^YiUl]}.* . ' 

1614. 



THE NEW YORK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 



889891A 

ASTOR, 
TILDEN 



;, LLNOX AND I 

KOUNDATIONS I 

1937 L» I 



PATRONAGE- 



CHAPTER XXXV, 

The object, th&t Lady Jane had in view, 
was to prevent Caroline from discourag- 
ing hy premature candor a passion, 
which she saw rising in the heart of a 
young nobleman, 
c Lord William ^ * ^ ^ ^' who was 

, ** WeH pleas'd to *scape from flattery to wit/' 

had always preferred Lady Jane Gran- 
-vilJe'* cpippany to the society of those 
who courted him more, or with lefe de- 
licacy* Since Miss Caroline Percy *s ar- 
rival, and appearance in town> Lady 

VOL. IV. B 
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Jane had^ to do her justice^ preserved 
with his Lordship exactly the same even 
tenor of conduct; whatever her wishes 
might be> she had too much proper pride 
to compromise her own^ or her young 
friend's dignity. Moreover, her Lady- 
ship had sense and knowledge of charac- 
ter sufficient to perceive, that such a sa- 
crifice, or the least appearance of a dis« 
position to make it, would be not only 
degrading, but vain : it would, she knew, 
for ever disgust and ruin them 4n the opi- 
nion of a man, who had infinitely more 
penetration and feeling, than thfCfse who 
flattered him were aware that h^ pos- 
sessed. 

Lord William bad excellent ^ilities, 
knowledge, and superior qualities of every 
sort, all depressed by excessive timidity,^ 
to such a degree, as to be almost useless 
to himself, and to others. Whenever he 
was either for the business, or pleasure of 
life, to meet or mix with numbers, the 
whole m^n was, as it were, snatched from 
himself He was subject to that night- 
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mare of the soul, who sits herself upon 
the human breast, oppresses the heart, 
palsies the will, and raises spectres of 
dismay, which the sufferer combats in 
▼ain — that cruel enchantress, who hurls 
her spell even upon childhood, and, when 
she makes the youth her victim, pro-^ 
nounces, 

" Henceforward you shall never appear 
in your natural character. — Innocent, 
you shall look guilty. — Wise, you shall 
look silly. — ^Never shall you have the use 
of your natural faculties.— That which 
you wish to say, you shall not say — that 
which you wish to do, you shall not do, 
— ^you shall appear reserved, when you 
are enthusiastic, — insensible^ when your 
heart sinks into melting tenderness. — In 
the presence of those you most wish to 
please, you shall be most awkward,— and 
when approached by her you love, you 
shall become lifeless as a statue, under the 
irresistible spell of matwaise honte.** 

Strange that France should give a name 
to 4hat malady of the mind, which she 
B 2 
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never knew> or of which she knows less 
than any other nation upon the surface 
of the civilized globe ! 

Under the spell of viauvaise Konie 

poor Lord William labored — ^fast 

boutid — and bound the faster by all th6 
efforts made for his relief by the matrons 
and yonng damsels, who crowded round 
him continually. — ^They were astonished 
that all their charms, and all the en-^ 
couragement they held out, failed to free 
thU young nobleman from his excessive 
timidity. — 

^' What a pity \ it was his only lault^ 
they were sure!" — '^ Ten thousand pities 
he could not be made to speak, they were 
certain he had a vast deal to say,*'- 
" And he could be so agneeable, they 
were confident, if lie would. — Most ex- 
tjaordinary that a man of his rank and 
fortune, whom every creature admired, 
should be so timid." 

True — ^but the timid Lord William all 
the time esteemed himself more highly i 
tlian these Jadies affected ta admire himv 
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— 'Mixed with his apparent timidity, 
there was a secret pride. — Conscious of 
the difference between what he u'as^ and 
what he appeared to be^ he was at once 
mortified and provoked, and felt disdain 
and disgust for those who pretended to 
admire his outward man, or who paid to 
hisfortnne that tribute, which he thought 
due to his merit. — With some few, some 
Yery few, by whom he was appreciated, 
his pride and his tinudity were equally 
at ease, his reserve vanished in an asto- 
nishing manner, and the man came out 
of the marble* Of this small number in 
his confidence Lady Jane Granville was 
one. Even from bis boyish years sb^ 
had discerned the worth and value of 
Xx)rd Wi]liain,^~and he now distinguish- 
ed her by his gratefol and constant re- 
gard. — But Lady Jane Granville, though 
a woman of considerable talents, could 
not be a judge of the whole of his mind, 
or the extent of his powers, — her talent 
was chiefly wit, — her knowledge, know- 
ledge of the world, — her mind cultivated 
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but slightly, and for embellishment, — 
his deeply,' extensively, and with large 
views. — When he became acquainted 
with Miss Caroline Percy, he soon found, 
that to her all this appeared, and by her 
was justly valued.--— His assiduity in cul- 
tivating his friend. Lady Jane's acquaint- 
ance, increased; and his taste for the 
conversation at her house became so 
great, that he was always the first, and 
usually the last at her parties. — His 
morning visits were frequent and long,— 
he knew, by instinct, the hours when the 
two ladies were disengaged, but not al- 
ways so exactly the time when he ought 
to take leave. — His ear never informed 
him when Lady Jane's carriage came to 
' the door, nor did he always hear the ser- 
vant announce it's being in readiness. — 
Her Ladyship might fidget as much as 
her politeness would permit without dan- 
ger of it's being observed. — His Lordship 
never was wakened to the sense of it's be- 
ing necessary to stir, till Miss Caroline 
Percy, by some strong indication, such as 
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jittlng away her drawing, and the books, 
by plainly saying, " We must go out 
w/' — made it manifest to him, that he 
ust depart, — For this Caroline was re- 
jtilarly reproved afterwards by Lady Jane 
^-but she never found, that it gave Lord 
^^'illiam any offence; nor did she for 
iome time observe, that it caused him 
much disquietude. He seemed to her to 
kay from mere habitual absence of mind, 
ind unwillingness to remove from a re* 
treat where he was safe and comfortable, 
to some place where he was liable to be 
U7inoyed by his fair persecutors. That he 
ked her company and. conversation, she 
id not affect to deny, nor could she 
Qubt that he felt for her esteem and re- 
gard, — he expressed both, and he was not 
'|imanto express more than he felt, or 
jybe truth of whose professions could be 
inspected. But she thdught, that his re* 

tjard for her, and for Lady Jaii?e> were 
both or the same nature, and equally 
free from any mixture of more tender sen- 
timents. — She thought him a friends not 
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a lover. — ^This was not with Caroline a 
mere commonplace pbra$e. — She believ- 
ed this to be true,^ — aiKl at the time she 
believed it, she Was right. B«t constant- 
ly in the society of an amiable, sensible^ 
and beautiful young woman; a man of 
feeling, taste, and understandings whose 
heart is disengaged, usually finds the pas^ 
sage from friend^ip to love so easy aind 
rapid> as to be scarcely perceptible.— Ahd 
to this, which generally happens in simi^ 
lar circumstances. Lord William was pe-* 
culiarly liable. For though, from the 
crowds; who courted his attention, it might 
seem, that his liberty of choree was unli- 
mited, yet, in fact, his power of chocs* 
ing was contradicted and reduced to th^ 
few, ^* whom choice and {^ssion both 
approve." Among these few his fastidious 
judgment, and his apprehensions ^of 
domestic disquietude, saw frequently, and 
sometimes too justly, objection to the 
family connexion of the young lady. — 
Some want of union in it — wantof prin* 
ciple, or train of dissipation, which hft 
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^readedy — every folly he disliked 3— so 
that among the numbers of bis own rank 
who smight his ^liance, it was not easy 
for him to satisfy himself^ even as to con* 
nexion. — Still more difficult to satisfy 
him aa to Love^ ^' the modern fair one's 
jest/' or^ what is worse, her affectation. 
— His Lordship^ was well aware, that 
among the numbers of young ladies, 
who were ready at a moment's warning 
to marry him, not one of these would 
love him for his own sake. — Now in 
common with Marmontel's Alcibiades^ 
aSKl with most men of rank, who have 
smj s«periority of aharacter. Lord Wil* 
liam had an anxious desire, to be loved 
lor his own sake, — for though, in the 
Dpinioa <tf most people of the world, and 
of some philosophers, the drcumstances 
iif nuEik and fortune form a part of per- 
moal merit; yet as these are not indisso* 
lubly assodated with the individual, his 
lordship. ralJier (Mieferred affisction, and 
esteem arising from, merit, of which be 
X20uld not be deprived by any revolution 
B5 
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of fate, or turn of fancy. Whatever 
signs of esteem or regard he could obtaia 
from Miss Caroline Percy, he knew to be 
perfectly sincere ; if he was ever loved by 
her, he knew it would be far his c^am 
sake, and of the constancy of her affec- 
tion, if once obtained, the whole tenor 
of her character and conduct gave him 
the most secure pledge. — Miss Percy's 
education, manners, tdents, and beauty, 
were all such as perfectly suited, and 
would do honor, and would grace the 
highest rank of life. She had no fortune, 
— but that was of no consequence to him 
-^he Was likely to have a princely income 
— ^he had no debts, be had at present all 
that satisfied his wishes, and that could 
enable him to live married, as well as 
single, in a manner that suited bis sta- 
tion. — His friends eager to have him 
marry, and almost despairing of his com- 
plying, in this point, with their wishes, 
left him entirely at liberty in his choice. 
— ^And his reason and passion now both 
determined on that choice, just about the 
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tinie Diiien English Clay proposed for 
Caroline, and whai the conversation 
about deciaratioMS and refusals had passed 
b^ween her and Lady Jane.-<^— That 
conyersation, instead of changing or 
weakening the opinions Caroline then 
expressed, had confirmed her in her own 
sentim^its, by drawing oat more fiiUy 
the strength of the reasons, and the 
honorable nature of the feelings, on which 
they were founded. — — Some slight cir- 
cumstances, such as she could scarcely 
state in words, occurred about this time^ 
which first gave her the idea, that Lord 

William ^felt for her more than esteem. 

^The tender interest he showed one 

day when she had a slight indisposition, 
— the extreme alarm he expressed one 
night, when there happened an embar* 
rassment between their carriages at the 
door of the opera-house, by which Lady 
Jane's vis*4-»vi8, was nearly overturned, — 
an alarm much greater than Caroline 
thought the occasion required, was sue- 
ceeded by anger against his coachman, so 
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much more violent and vehement, tbaa 
the error or offence justified, or than his 
Lordship had ever before been seto to 
' show • * . These things, which in a man 
of gallantry might mean nothings hot %q 
show bis politeness, from Lord WUUcuii 
—seemed indicative of something more.--^ 
Caroline began to see, that the friend 
might become a lover, and now, for the 
first time, questioned her own heart.-*- 
She thought highly of Lord WiUiam's 
abilities and character — She saw, as d&s 
had once s»d to Lady Jane, *^ signs 
which convinced her, that this volcana 
covered with snow, and often enveloped 
in clouds, would at some time burst forth 
in torrents of fire/' — Little indication as 
Lord William now 'showed to commoa 
observers of being or of becoining an 
orator, Caroline perceived in him the 
soul of oratory; and she for»aw,4haton 
some great occasion, firom. some great 
motive, he would at once vanquish hiti 
timidity, and burst forth upon the senate. 
She felt convinced that — whether do- 



PATRONAGE. IS 

qoent or silent^ npi^akiDg, or acting, in 
pidiltc OT' prhrate Kfe, Lord William-^ 
wociid in everjr situation, in everjrcir* 
eomstanceof tria), fill and sustain the 
character of an upright, honorable^ enr 

Ugbtehed English nobleman. ^Not* 

withstanding that Caroline diooght thus 
hij^iy of him, Count Altenberg, in hir 
opinion^ ftic surpassed him in the qualities 
they both possessed, and excelled in 
many, in ivhich Lord William was defi- 
cient-^a manner especially ; and man<^ 
ncr goes a great way in Love, even with 
people of the best understanding. — Be* 
sides all the. advantages of manner. Count 
Alt^nberg had far superior talents, or at 
least far superior habits of conversation-*^ 
he> was.^ltogether as estimable, and more 
agreeable than his rival. He also bad 
bad. the advantage of finding Caroline's 
mind dise^;aged — he had cultiv^ed hctr 
society in ' the country,, where he had 
4iine and opportunity to develope his 
own character and. hers<(^^n one word> 
be bad made the first impression . on 
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Caroline's heart — and sBcban impreBsioi]^ 
once made on a heart like heis, cannot 
be easily effaced. Though there seemed 
little chance of his returning to claim bis 
place in her affections^ though she had 
made the most laudable efforts to banish 
him from her recoUection» yet *^ en pen^ 
sent quHlfaut qu!on oubUe^ on se souvientJ* 
•—And now she found, that. not only all 
others compared with him were inferior, 
and indifferent to her, but that any, whom 
she was forced to put in cdmparison and 
competition with Count Ahenberg, im* 
mediately sunk in her opinion. 

Thus distinctly knowing her own mind, 
Caroline was however still in doubt as 
to Lord William's, and afraid of mis** 
taking the nature of his sentiments. She 
well remembered Lady Jane's cautions ; 
and though she was fully resolved to 
spare by her candor the suspense and 
pain, which coquetry might c^reate and 
prolong, yet it was necessary to be certain 
that she read aright, and therefore to 
wait for something more decisive, by 
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which to interpret his meaning.-^Ladjr 
Jaoe wisely forbore all observations on 
the aubject, and never said or looked a 
word^ that could recall the memory of 
her former debate. With the most scru*^ 
pnloas^ almost haughty delicacy, and the 
mo^ consommate prudence, she left 
things to take their course, secure of what 
the end would be. 

One night Lady Jane and Caroline 
were to be at a party.— — ^When they 
arrived, they descried Lord William, in 
the midst of a group of the fair and 
fashionable, iooking as if he was suf*- 
fering martyrdom. His eye caught Ca** 
roline as she passed, and his color 
changed. The lady next him put up 
her glass, to look for the cause of that 
change of color — ^bnt the glass was put 
down again, and no apprehensions ex«* 

cited. -^^ By degrees Lord William 

worked his way towards Caroline — ^No^ 
not towards Caroline, but to Lady Jane 

Granville. The company near her 

were talking of a proposal, which a gen* 
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tlem&n Imd lately made for a celebrated 
beauty — His suit had been rejected. Some 
said^ that the lady must have seen thai 
he was attached to her, and thitk she had 
been to blame, in allowing him so long 
to pay her attentions^ if she was deter* 
mined to refuse him at last*— Others de^ 
fended the lady, saying, that the gentle* 
man bad never made a distinct declare^ 
tion, and that therefore the lady was 
quite correct, in not appearing to know 
that his attentions meant any thing more 
than was avowed — ;Lord William listened* 
perfectly silent, and with an appearance 
of some anxiety.— rLady J^ne Granville 
supported warmly the same sid^ of the 
question, which she had taken in a 
sinplftr conv^ersnitioa with Carplin^« 

Miss Percy was appealed to ibr her 
opinion, *^ Would it not be stmnge in-^ 
deed, if a Iwly were to reject a gentleman 
before she was aisked V^ , 

Xx)rd Willifun with increasing anxiety 
listened^ but dared not look at Carolines 
who With becoming modesty, but witb 
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ftntiQ«ss in what she bdieved to be 
right, answered, ^^ that if a woman 
saw that a gentleman loved her, and fett 
that she cotild not return his attachment^ 
she might, without any rude or prema- 
ture rejection, shnply by a certain ease 
of manner, which every man of sense 
knows how to interpret, mark the differ- 
ence between esteem and tenderer sen* 
timents; and might, by convincing him 
that there was no chance of his obtaining 
any fiirther interest in her lieart, prevent 
his ever having the pain of a decided 
teftisal." 

The discussion ended here. Fresh 
eotepany joined them; other ^subjects 
were started — Lord William continued 
silent^ he did not take any share in any 
conversation, but was so absent and ab* 
sdrb6d in his own thoughts, that several 
times be was spoken to, without his being 

able to give a plausible answer ^Theft 

be stood covered with confusion — con- 
fusion increasing from the sense that it 
was observed^ and could not be eott- 



18 PATRONAGE* 

quered. — The company moved different 
ivaySy but his Lordship continued fixed 

near Caroline At last the attention 

of all near him was happily diverted 
and drawn away from him by the ap* 
pearance of some new and distinguished 
person — He seized the moment, and 
summoned courage sufficient to address 

some slight question to Caroline She 

answered him with an ease of manner, 
which be felt to be im£ftvorable to his 

wishes. ^The spell was upon him, 

and he could not articulate«*-a dread 
silence might have ensued, but that Lady 
Jane happily went on saying something 
about pine apple ice. — Lord William 
absented implicitly, without knowing 
to what, and replied, 

" Just so — exactly so" — 
to contradictory assertions, and if he 
had been asked at this instant, whether 
what he was eating was hot or cold, he 
could not have been able to decide.-*—*- 
Lady Jane composedly took a biscuit, 
and enjoyed the passing scene, observing, 
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that this was " the pleasantest party she 
had been at this season." 

Mrs. Crabstock came up, and Lady 
Jane, with wit at will, kept the pattern 
lady in play by an opportunely recol- 
lected tale of scandal; with ears delight- 
ed, eyes rivetted, stood Mrs. Crabstock, 
while Lord William, again relieved from 
the fear of observation, breathed once 
more, and, partly recovering his senses 
through the mist that hung over him^ 
looked at Caroline, in hopes of drawing 
some encouraging omen from her coun- 
tenance. — He had come to this party, 
determined to say something that should 
explain to her his sentiments. — He 
thought he could speak to her better in 
a crowd than alone.— Now or never? 
said he to himself. With desperate ef- 
fort, and with an oppressed voice, he 
said . . . the very thing he did not mean 
to say. 

" Miss Percy, I never, was so inclined 
in all my life to quarrel with ease of 
manner in any body as in you.'* — Then, 
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correcting himself, and blushing deeply, 
he added, <^ I don't mean that I don't 
admire your ease of manner in general — 
but * . . in short, it is impossible, I think, 
that with your penetration, you can be 
in any doubt as to my sentiments. — If I 
thought •' 

He stopped short — he felt as if his 
life hung upon a thread — as if the first 
look, the first sound of her voice, the 
next word spoken, must decide his fate. 
— He longed, yet feared to see that look, 
and to heur that word. 

^' And I think it is impossible, that, 
with your Lordship's penetration, yoii 
should mistake mine>" said Caroline. 

There was an ingenuous sweetness ia 
her look and voice, a fear of givihg pain, 
yet a resolution to be siiitere. — Lord 
William felt and understood it all. — He 
saw there was no hope. — ^Caroline heard 
from him a deep sigh.— With great and 
painful emotion, in the most calna voice, 
she could command, but in the kinder 
tone, she added. 
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^^ For the sentiments of regard and 
esteem your Ix)rdship has expressed for 
me» believe me, I am truly grateful . . /' 

Mrs*. Crabstock moved toward them^ 
and Caroline paused. 

^^ Are you to he at Lady Arrowsmitfa's 
concert to morrow, my Lord?" said Mrs; 
Crabstoc)c^ who was now at liberty to 
ask questions^ for even scandal will not 
hold curiosity in check for ever. 

** Are you to be at Lady Arrowsmith's^ 
my Lord, to morrow night?" repeated 
she, for her first attack was unheard. 

*' I do not know, indeed," said he, 
starting, from his. fit of absence. 

Mrs. Crabstock persisted. *^ Were 
you at the opera la^t night, my Lord ?" 

^' I really. Ma'am, do not recollect." . 

** Bless me!" cried Mrs. Crabstock. 

And " Bless me!" cried Lady Jane 
Granville, *' we are to be at the Docheaa 
of Greenwich's ball ; Carorme, my dear 
— time for us to move. — My Lor4, ttiight 
I trouble your lordship to ask if our 
carriage is to be had?" ; . - 
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Lord Wilttam, before she had com- 
pleted the request, obeyed. As they 
went down the sliir-case. Lady Jane 
lauding said^ ^^ I am afraid I shall be 
as impertinently curious as Mrs. Crab- 
stook — I was going to ask your Lordship 
whether you are engaged to morrow, or 
whether yoo can<:ome tons . . . to me?** 

*' Unhappihfy^ — the accent on the 
word showed it was no expression of 
course. ** Unhappily I cannot — I am 
engaged — I thank your Ladyship." 

Lady Jane looked back at Caroline^ 
who was a little behind her. 

'^ Though I could not recollect in 
time to tell Mrs. Crabstock where I was 
last nighty or ^here I am to be to mor-* 
row," continued his Lordship, making 
an effort to smile, ** yet I can satisfy 
your Ladyship I shall be at Tun- 
bridge." 

^' Tunbridge!" — cried Lady Jane, 
stopping shorty and turning to Lord 
William, as the light shone fall on his 
face — " Ttmbridge at this seasdn ?" 
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^< All seasons are alike to me — ^all sea- 
sons and their change,'' replied Lord 
William^ scarcely knowing wli^ he an- 
swered—the powers of mind and body 
engrossed in suppressing emotion. 

They had now reached the bottom of 
the stairs; a shawl of Lady Jane's was 
not to be found, and while the servants 
were searching for it, she and Caroline, 
followed by Lord William, went uito one 
of the supper roomi^, which was open. 

" To Tunbridge!" repeated Lady Jane. 
-^" No, my Lordj^you must not leave us/' 

** What is there to prevent me ?" said 
Lord William, hastily, almost harshly; 
for, though at the time he felt her kind*- 
ness, yet, irresistibly under the power of 
his demon, he said the thing he did not 
mean ; his voice and look expressed the 
reverse of what his heart felt 

'* Nay, if there is nothing to prevent 
your Lordship," said Lady Jane, walk- 
ing away with dignity, " I have only to 
wish your Lordship a good jiMimey." 
I would stay, if I could aee any 
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thing to keep tne/' said Lord William — 
impelled, contrary to bis better judgment, 
to appeal once more to Caroline's couiir 
tenance. — ^Then cursed himself for. his 
weakness. 

Lady Jane, turning back, saw his 
Lordship's look; and now, convince^ 
that Caroline was to blame for all, re- 
proached herself for mi^nterpreting his 
words and manner. 

" Well, my Lord,'* cried she, ^' you 
^ill not be in such haste to set out for 
^^ Tunbridge I am sure, as to go before 
you hear from me in the morning. — Per- 
haps I may trouble your Lordship with 
some commands." 

His lordship bowed, and said he 
should do himself the honor of waiting 
her Ladyship's commands. She passed 
on quickly towards the hall. Lord Wil- 
liam offered his arm to Caroline. 

" L^dy Jane is my friend — she will 

not think of ceremony, when I 

must speak to you. Miss Percy . . . and 
have but a moment . « ." 
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Caroline walked more slowly. 

* '^ I thank you, Madam-^ Yes, I de 

thank you. — ^Much pain you have given. 
—But as little as you could. — Better 

now than later* Like yourself — and 

I thank you for preserving the idea of 
excellence in my mind in all it's inte- 
grity— in all ... I shall detain you but 
a nioment . . . You are not impatient." ' 

^ No," said Caroline, in a tremulous 
voice, yet, for his sake, as welt as for the 
sake of her own consistency, try^og to 
suppress emotion, which she thought he 
tnight misinterpret. 

** Fear not— -I shall not misinterpret — 
I know too well what love is. — Speak 
freeFy of my sentiments to Lady Jane, 
when I am gone — her friendship deserves 
it from me.^' 

He stopped — he was silent — they came 
within view of the servants — ^he walked 
quietly to the caniage — assisted her into 
it, pressed her hand— 

*^' Farewell — for ever,'* he said in A 
low voice, and let it go. * 

VOL. IV. c 
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The carriage-door was shut. 

*« Where to, my Lady ?''— said the 
footmai;!. — The Duchess erf* Greenwich's^ 
or hQme^ Caroline ?" 

** Obi horne^ if I may choose,** said 
Caroline. ^ 

*^ Home I" said Lady Jane. 

And the moment the glass was i!ip> 
^^ Caroline, my dear, tell me this instant^ 
what is all this between you and Lord 
William ? — Is it as I hope ?— or, is it as 
I fear ?— speak.*' 

Caroline could not, she was in tears. 

** What have you done ? — If you have 
said any thing irrevocable, and without 
consulting me, I never . . . never zoitt 
forgive you, Caroline.— ^ — Speak at all 
events.** 

Caroline tried to obey her Ladyship. 

^* What have you done ? — ^What have 
you said ?** 

" I have S944 the truth — I have done 

— I hope what I ought," said Caroline, 

^^ but rhai^e given great pain ....*' 

Lady Jane no,w perceiving by her 
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voica that slie was in iBorrow, tfpoke no 
more ia 9ngeT, biit» obeoking herself^ 
asd t^banging her tone» said^ 

f' It is not irremediable, my dear. — 
*W!hatev)er pain yoo nuu^ have giren, yoa 
know the power to give pleasui^e is Bt«U 
in your own hands/' 

Caroliiiesighedl-^^V Alas ! ^no^ Madait)^ 

^^ Why », my low.-— He will not 
leave town in the morning without tto/ 
commands.'-^AxA I ant at your ' com- 
mand. — A note, a line, a word, will 'set 
^ to rights/' 
" But that word I cannot S2iy.^* 
*^ Then let me say it for you. — ^Trust 
yxxar d^icacy/to me, I will be dignity, 
itself. — Can you doubt it ?— Believe me, 
much as I wish to see yoa what . . . and 
where you ought to be in society, I 
would not • . . there it is, begging Lady 
Frances Arlington's pardon, that Mrs. 
Falconer- and I differ in character essen- 
tially, and; de fond en comSle, — I would 
never yield a point of real delicacy, I 
C 2 - 
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wmild not desoeMl tbe tboosandifi pari 
of ad^preefiom proper dignity, to make 
jou — anjr moce than to make myself — a 
Priaoess. Come, lei aie see joo smile 
-^^-and now, withool reserve, open your 
heart, and tefl aae wbMt yon wish to have 
done or said/' 

'' Nolhmg, my dear Lady Jane/' 
''Nothing!" my dear Caroline! — -- 
*' nothing can come of nothing, speak 
again." 

'' I have no xoote to say — ^I have said 
all I can say/' 

Tbe carrifl^ stopped al Iheir own 
door. 

'' We are all in the daik," said Lady 
Jane; *' when I have more Kght, I shall 
be able belter to tell what we are abonC 
^^ Now I can see as well as bear," 
continued sbe, as her woman met h^r 
with ligUts.-^*^ Keppel, you may go to 
bed» we shall not want you to night." 
- " Now> Caroline, take care — remem- 
ber your countenance is open to me 

if not your hc»rt." 
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' /^ Bolb, .both are open to y6u> my 
dear friend/- cried Caroline. *^ Aivi 
Lord William^ who said youf deeenred it 
from. him» desired me to speak as freely 
for him^ as for myself/' 

" He*s a noble creature . . . There^s 
the difference between reserve of cha* 
racter, and reserve of manner — I always 
said so«^<-Go on, my dear/* 
. Caroline related every thing that had 
passed; and Lady Jane, when she had 
'finished, said^ 

^^ A couple of children ! — But a cou^ 
pj^ of charsiing children* — Now I, that 
have common sense, must set it all to 
rights, and turii no prettily into^ycJ'/* 

" It cannot be done" — said Caro- 
-line,.', i'.- 

<< Pardon me, solemn fair one, it 
can/', . . r . 

" Pardon me^ my dear Lady Jane, it 
mw^i not be done/' 

^*^ Children should not say wiftt/," cried 
Lady Jane, in a playful tone; for never 
did she feel in more deligfatfiil spirits 
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than this 'moment,' when all ber hopes 
fer Caroline, as she thought, w^re 
realised; " and to complete * thepkas- 
ing history^ no; obataele remained," she 
said, <^ but the Chinese mother-of-pearl 
icnrtain of etiquette to be withdrawn, by 
a dexterous delicate hatid, from between 
Shuetf-Ping'Sin and her lover." Lady- 
Jane, late as it was aA night, took 
up a pen, to write a note to L(»rd Wil- 

'* What are you going to do • • . • may 
I ask, my- dear Mifdam ?" cried. Caro- 
:H4e. 

" My; dear: Madamy I. am , going * my 
^wh way^—^letlne Alone." 

** But if you m^an t6 write for me . ." 

*^ For you ! — Not at all — for mysdf, 
:I beg to sde Lord WilKam in tlfc6! morn- 
ing, to trouble him with my com- 
mand^" 

^^ But seriously, my dear Lady Jane, 
J do not give him unnecessary paih-^^for 
my mind js decid^." 

" So ev6ry y^ung lady sa^s— It is a 
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ruled case — for the first three days" 

^Lady Jane wrote on as fast as she 

could. 

«< My dear Lady Jane," cried Caro- 
line, stopping her Ladyship's hand — ^^ I 
am in earnest/' 

" So, then," cried Lady Jane, impa- 
tiently—*' You will not trust me — 
You will not open your heart to me, 
Caroline." 

<* I do ... I have trusted you entirely, 
tny dear friend — My heart ... I opened 
to you long ago" - 

A dead pause— rand blank consterna- 
tion in Lady Jane's countenance. — 

^« But surely .... since then it must 
have changed ?" 

" Not in* the least." 

*« But it will change ... let Lord Wil- 
liam try to change it." 

Caroline shook her head-^** It will 
notr— I cannot^—" 

<' And you won't do this, when I ask 
it as a favor for my friend, my particular 
friend?" 
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^< Excuse me, dear, ^ind Lady Jane, 
I know you wish oaly my happiness, 
but this would make me unhappy — It is 
the only thing you could ask with wbieb 
I would not comply/' 

** Then 1*11 never ask any thing else 
while I live from you. Miss Percy,'* 
cried Lady Jane, rising and throwing 
her pen from her — " You are resplvcd 
to throw your happiness from you — ^6 

so Wish your happiness! — yts^ I have 

wished it anxiously — ardently— but now 
I have done — You are determined to be 
. perverse. and philosophical — Good night 
to yjou"— 

Lady Jane snatehed up her candle, 

and> in haste, retired- Caroline, sen* 

sible^hat ail her Ladyship's anger at this 
, moment arose from warm affection, was 
the more sorry to have occasioned \t^ 
and to feel that she could not, by yield- 
ing, allay it instantly - A sleepless 
night.' 

Early in the morning, Keppel, balf- 
dressed and not half awake, came, with 
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her LadjTshlp's love, and begged to speak 
a word to Miss Percy. 

** LooeT repeated Carqline^ as she 
went to Lady Jane's apartmentr-^^ how 
kind she is !" ^ 

^ ** My dear, you have not slept,' I see 

■ n or I either*— ^^^bot I urn snre yoU 
have forgiven my hastiness . . . /' said 
Lady Jane^ raising herself on her pil- 
low. 

Caroline kissed her afiectionately. 

'^ And let these tears^ my dearei|t Ca- 
roline>" continued Lady Jane, ^^ be 
converted into tears of joy— for* my sake 
—for your whole family — ^for your owa' 
sake^ my sweet girl, be advised, and doh't 
throw away your happiness for life— ^ 
Here's a note from Lord Willianv— ibe 
waits my commands-^— that's all-r^^ — 
Let me only desire to see him*'— — 

*'.On my account? I cannot,'' said^ 
Carolijie — the tears streaming dpwn her 
%ce, though she spoke calmly. 

** Then it is your pride to refuse the 
c5 



34 PAi'ifeiiXoft. 

lAan^ for whom ereiy othef yotrng woman 
is sighing." 

*• Noi hehdve' me thai* I do not act 
frbin*pricle— *r fiSfel honte-^I have nb reiasdh 
to feel any — ** 

" No reason to feel pride ! Don't you 
know . . . yes, yout:now as tvell as Tdo, 
that this is the man of men — the man on 
^horn every mother'^fe — every daughter's 
eye is fixed — ^The first unmarried noble- 
man nbt^iti Englahd-^-the prize of prizes 
. . . Th* most excellent man you alfow^ 
aid' universally allowed to be the most 
ag?eedb1e." 

** But if he be not so to me/' said 
Caroline. 

** That can only be because ... you 
arenconscious of the cause, Caroline *. V . 
It is your own fault." 

" And therefore I said, that I fek 1 
had no reason to be proud," said Caro- 
line. 

" Then have reason to be proud ; 
conquer this weakness, and then you may 
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have oanse to be proud — You pique 
yoursdf on being reasfonable; is it rea-, 
sonabll^ to leave your affections in the 
possession <^ a man^ of whom, in aB 
human ' probability^ you will never hear 
more?^' — 

^* Too probable-*— said Caroline. 

*' And will you, yt)u Caroline Percy, 
Uke Lady Angelica Headingham, leave 
your heart at the mercy of a foreign ai- 
venturetV^ 

** Oh stop, Ma^am," cried Caroline, 
putting her hand before Lady Jane's 
mouth— ^' don't say that word, any 

thing else I could bear Birt if you 

knew him .... education, character^ 
manners . . . no, you would not be so 
unjust — ** 

**1 You know . . . you told me you 
were sensible ypu ought not to indulge 
such a weakness, Caroline." 

** I did — I am sensible of it . . . Oh 
you fee Icam « . . and my best . . .my 
very best have I done to drive him from 
my n^emory — And never, till I was 
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forced to make this camparison, did I 
recollect ... did I feel . . • ' Weak 

I may be,'' said Caroline, changing from 
great agitation to perfect decision"-*^* but 
wicked I will not be — I will never many 
one manj and love another— *My own 
happiness if I sacrificej mine be the 
consequence— -but I will never injure the 
happiness of anoth^'-^Do not. Madam, 
ke^p that noble heart, this excelleajt 
Lord William in suspense — What are 
your commands ?" 

" My commands !'*~~-cried Lady 
Jane, raising her voice .... trembling 
with anger — *' Then this is your gratitude 
. . . this your generosity !** 

" I must be jus t I cannot be gene- 
rous — •* 

" And this your affection for all your 
friends, all who wish for your happiness} 
— You would sacrifice nothing .... no- 
thing—no, not the slightest fancy, dis- 
graceful fancy of your own, to please 

them when you know Jiow ardently 

V>o ^^^y Ws\k to see you bi^pily marr 
ried." 
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5< To marry to please others, againat 
mjr owa inclination . . . against my own 
conscience^ mast be weakness indeed-^ 
self-deception— fpr if (py friepds wish 
my bs^pipess, ^x^ 1 make myself mi^ 
serab|e^ how can ths^t pleftse tbem ! mi 
Any sacrifice I could make, except that 
of principle, I would?—-rrrBut that I 
joever will mojce, ifotiunU my friends, mn; 
do they desire it .> . . Forgive me, dear 
Lady Jane.** 

** I never will forgive you," intcBr 
inpted Lady Jan&— " Ring ! — ^yes, ring 
the bellr-And when rang, i^eyer ezped^ 
lay foi^vem^ss^'* 

It must be done, thought Ci^^ljlo^, 
sDPiQer or late r i^ ■ 

" My compliments, Keppel to Ix)rd 
-WiHiOTn^" said I^y Jane,^ *' I b^e nq 
<;omma|ids to trouble him with . « . Stay^ 
I must find something • • « that parcel 
Cor Mrs. Baggot^ Tunbndge--T— I must 
wrijte . . . I cannot write/* 
. With great di^gculty, in the agitation 
ffiher, ipti^. and^ hand. Lady Jane wro^ 
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a few lines, dud holding the note up, 
looked at Caroline-: — a last appeal-*-*^ 
inTaiii.-^ 

** Take ft, Keppel-^I*m sorry Lord 
Willram'iB servant has been kept waiting*' 
^-^CTied her Ladyship, and suddenly 

closed the curtain.* Caroline retired 

softly, hoping" that Lady Jane might 
isleep, and sleep off her anger— -—But 
no— ^The morning past — ^the day past— 
and the sun went down upon her wrath. 
At night she would not, she could 

not go .out any where. tJaroline, 

alone with her, ehdured a terrible t^e k 
t^te. Lady Jane never spoke, Caroline 
triecl all she could, by affectionate kind- 
ness of look and voice, and by contrite 
gentleness, to sooth her perturbed spi- 
rit. Lady Jane's anger admitted of no 
alleviation, her disappointment increased 
the more she reflected, and the more she 
thought of what others would think, if 

they could know it And that they 

did not know, might never know it . . . 
(for Lady Jane was too honorable to 
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betray Lord William's secret) ... wa« 
fm- additional morttfi€atioti*-~**h wafc 
not till after ninky-sik honrs^ th^t Caro- 
Vme- perceived in her Ladjrsfaip any 
oltange for the better. The first la** 
ToraWe symptom was her giving vent 
to her natural feelings in the fbiiowing 
broken sentencois — . . ., 

i f^ After all my pains! .... When* I 
was just thinking of writing to 3^ur 
father . . . When I might have carried 
you home in triumph. Lady William 

^A duke in all human probability 

^A duchess . . . absolutely a duchess 

you might have been . . . And such a 

well-informed — such an amiable man ! 

e very thing your own family could 

have wished And Rosamond ! — Ah, 

poor Rosamond — Rosamond, you little 
know ! . . . And nobody will ever know — 
No creature will ever be a bit the wiser 

If you would have let him even come 

to a declaration — properly, decently to 

a declaration Let him attend you in 

public once or twice, your declared ad- 
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mirer . . . What harm could it possibly 
have done him^ you, or any body ? — —• 
Then there would have been some credit 
at leastr^-and some comfort to me ■ 
But now, at thq end of the campaign, 
just where we were before — ^The season 
over, and au bout du compte, under Lady 
Jane Granville's chaperanage, the beau*" 
tiful Miss . CafoNiie Percy has received' 

Q|ie proposal and a quarter! ^No, 

inrbile I live, I will never forget it/* 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 



No less an ^vent than Alfred's mw- 
riage^ no eveijt calling less imperalivety 
uppp h^ feelings^ could have recovered. 
Lady Jane's sympathy for CarQline,^ 
But AUred Percy, ,wbp had been the 
restorer of her fortune, her friend in ad- 
versity, , what pain it would give him to 
find her, at the moment when he might 
expect her congratulations, quarrelling 
with his sister'-^that sister, too, who had 
left her home, where she was so happy, 
and Hungerford Castle, where she was 
adored, on purpose to tend Lady Jane 
in sickness and obscurity !— . — 

Without being put exactly into these 
words, or, perhaps, into any words^ 
thoughts such as these, with feelings of 
gratitude and affection, revived for Ca- 
jrplif^e in Lady Jape's n^ind the momea|; 



42 PATRONAGE. 

she heard of Alfred's intended mar- 
riage. — 

" Good young man ! — Excellent 
friend ! — Well ! — tell me all about it, mjf 
dearr 

It was the first time, that her Lady- 
ship had said my dear to Caroline since 
the day of the ^sital refusal. 

Caroline was touched by this word of 
reconciliation — ^and the tears it brought 
into her eyes completely overcame Lady 
Jane, — who hastily wiped her own. 

" So, my dear Caroline, where 

were we?— —tell me about your bro- 
ther's marriage .... when is it to be ? — 
How has it been brought about? — ^the 
last I heard of the Leicesters was the 

good Dean's death I remember 

pitying them very much— —Were they 
not left in straitened circumstances, too ? 
— Will Alfred have any fortune with 
Miss Leicester? — -Tell me every thing 
Read me his letters." 

To go back to Doctor Leicester's 
death. — For some months his prefer- 



FATRONAGE. W 

ments were kept in abeyance — ^Mariy 
were named> or thought of^ as likely to 

succeed him. ^The Deanery wag in 

the gift of the crown^ and, as it was 
imagined, that the vicarage was also at 
the disposal of goyernment, applications 
had poured in» on all sides, for friencfe^ 
and friend's friends, to the remotest liilk 

of the supporters of ministry But — 

to use their own elegant phrase — ^The 
iMmds of government were tied. ■ ■» 

It teems, that in consequence of some 
parNamentary intetest, formerly given 
oppdrtundy, and in consideration of cer- 
tain arrangements in his diocese, to serve 
persons whom ministers wete obliged to 
oblige, k promise had long ago been 
giTen to Bishop Clay,— that his recom- 
mendation to the Deanery should be 
^^epted on the next vacancy. The 
Bishop, who had promised the living to 
his sister's hui^and, now presented it to 
Mr. Baokhurst Falconer, with the impor* 
tant addition of Dr. Leicester's deahery. 

To become a dean, was once the 
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height d* Buckburst's ambiUoOi th^t^ fmt 
which> in a moment of elation, be 
prayed, scarcely hoping that his wishes 
would ever be fulfilled — yet now ihathm 
wish was accomplished^ and tlmt he bed 
attained this height of his ambition^ was 
he happy ? — No ! — far from it ; farther 
than ever.— How could he be happy— ^ 
dissatisfied with his conduct^ and detest^ 
ing his wife. — In the very act of selli]% 
himself to this beldam, — he abhorred 
bis own meanness; but he did not know 
how much reasQn he should have to. re-^ 
pent^ till the. deed was done. It ws^ 
done in a hiirry, with all the precipita- 
tion of a man, who . hates himself for 
what he feelsl forced to do«^ Unused t# 
bargain and ssdei in any wfty,. in. ma^ 
riage never having, thcmght of it before^ 
Buckhurst did nqt take all precautions 
necessary, to nt^ake his dacrific§ an^w^r 
his own purpose. He did not fully kuoW) 
he could not conceive^ the avaripioli^ 
temper and habits of his lady, till he w^ 
^ers past redemptiop. . Whatever A^e^ 
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smii<)f mioMde he Obtained from his mar- 
nffiigO' he lived up tO; immediately, his 
eil^tehtnent, his expensed surpassed his 

revenue. ^His wife would not pay or 

advance a shilling beyond her stipulated 
qftota to th^ir dottiestic expenses.-^He 
cbiild ^ not bear the parsimonious manner, 
i» which she would have had him live,, 
or the shabby style, in which she receiv- 
ed bis friends. He was more profuse 
ia proportion as she was more nig- 
gardly^ and whilst she scolded and 
gmdged every penhy she paid, he ran 
in debt magnanimously for hundreds. 
Whe» the living and the deanery came 
hita his possession, the second year's 
fhiits haid been eaten before hand. > 
Money he must have, and money his wife 
would not give-^but a litigious proctor* 
Suggested to him a plan for raising it,^ by 
d^mtoding a considerable sum from the 
cftcecutors of the late Dr. Leicester for 
what is called dilapidation. The parson- 
agfe-house seemed to be in good repair^ but 
to rriake out Charges^ of dilapidation was 
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not difficult; to those» who .uoderstood.tiie 
business — and fifteen hundred pouMb 
were the charge presently roadeoutagainsfc . 
the executors of the late incambenl<^— ^ : 
It was invtdiousj it was odious for the . 
new vicar> in the face of his parishicm'- * 
erSf of sdl those who loved and respected/ 
his predecessor, to begin by makijig such : 
a demand.-^EspeciaUy ^ it was weU, 
known> that the late Dean had not saved, 
any of the income of his prefermepit^ bul:: 
had disposed of it amongst his pari^hion* : 
ers tas a st^w^rd for the poor* He had 
left his family in narrow ciremnstaiicea* 
They w^re pr6ud of his virtues, and not 
ashamed of the consequences. Withdigni^ 
and ease they retrenched their expenses ; 
send after liavirig lived as became thefamily 
of a dignitary of the church, on quitting 
the parsonage, the widow and her niece, 
retired to a small habitation suited to. 
their altered circumstances, and lived 
with respeqtjablo and respected economy* 
— T^e charge brought against them by 
Dean Falconer was an unexpected bio w» 
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It was an ^tortion^ to* which Mrs. Lei« . 
cester would not 9ubmit-^could not with- 
out injury to her niece, from whose fof-^ 
tune the jsiita claiffi.ed> if yielded, must 
be' deducted^ 

'AKre4 Pcrtyy from the first moment of 
their diUres(9, from the time of good 
I>ean X^c&c^eSter's death, had been assidu-^ 
COS in his attentioqs to Mrs. Leicester^ 
and by the most affe|Ctionate letters; and 
whenefvar he could get away from 
London by his visits to her and to hig; 
Sophia, had proved the warmth and con^ 
staney of bis attachment. — Some months 
bad Ueiir pliased, he urged his suit, and^ 
betought So{>bia no longer to delay his 
happiness. Mrs. Leicester wished, that 
her niece shooW ndw give herself a pro- 
tector and friend, who might console her 
for the uncle she had lost. — It was at this 
period the dilapidation charge was made* 
* M rs. Leicester laid the whole state- 
ment before Alfred, declaring that for bis 
sake, as well a^ for her niece's, she was^ 

resolute 46 defend herself against injus- 
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tice. Alfred could scarcely bring himself 
to believe, that Buckhurst Falconer had 
9Cted in the manner represented, with a 
rapacity, harsbnest^, and cruelty, sooppO'^ 
3ite to his natural disposition-^FauItf 
Alfred well knew that Bupkhurst had; 
but they were all, he thought, of quite u 
different sort from those, of which he now 
9tood accused. What was to be done? 

Alfred was extremely averse. from 

going to law with a man who was his re- 
lation, for whom he had early felt, and 
still retained a considerable regard. — ^Yet 
he could not stand by and^see the woman 
he loved defrauded of nearly half the 
small fortune she possessed. On the 
other hand, he was employed as a prpfes-- 
sional man, and called upon to atjt* He 
determined, however, before he should, 
as a last resource, expose the truth and 
maintain the right in a court of justice, 
previously to try every means pf concili- 
ation in his power. To all his letters 
Dean Falconer answered evasively and 
unsatisfactorily by referring him to his 
proctor or his attorney, into whose hanck 
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he said he had put the business^ and 
be knew and wished nothing more about 
it.— — ^The attorney — Solicitor Sharpe, 
was impracticable — ^The proctor was as 
bad.— -Alfred resolved to see the Dean 
himself.— And this after much difficulty- 
be at length effected. — He found the 
Dean and his lady tfite-Jt-t^te.— Their 
raised voices suddenly stopped short as 

he entered. ^The Dean gave an angry 

look at his servant as Alfred came into 
the room. 

•' Your servants/' said Alfred, ^' told 
me, that you were not at home, but I 
told them, that I knew Dean Falconer 
would be at home to an old friend/* 

** You are very good .... (said Buck* 
hurst) — ^you do me a great deal of honor,'* 
said the Dean. 

Two different manners appeared in the 
same person, one natural — belonging to 
his former, the other assumed, proper, 
as he thought, for his present self— or 
rather for his present situation. 

VOL* IV. D 
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** Won'tyou be seated ?....! hope all 
our friends . , . • " . - . . Mrs. BuckhHrst^ 
or as she was called^ Mrs. I^an Falcor 
ner> made divers motions^ with a very 
ugly chin, and stood as if she thought 
there ought to be an introduction. — ^1 he 
Dean knew it, but being ashamed to in« 
troduce her, determined against it*-H- 
Alfred stood politely in suspension, wait^ 
ing their mutual pleasure. 

^^ Won't you sit down. Sir V* repeated 
the Dean. 

Down plumped Mrs. Falconer direct- 
ly, and taking out her spectacles, as if 
to shame her husband, by heightening 
the contrast of youth and age, delibe* 
rately put them on ; then drawing her 
table nearer, settled herself to her work^ 

Alfred, who saw it to be necessary^ 
determined to use his best address to 
conciliate the lady^ 

" Mr. Dean, you have never yet done 
me the honor to introduce me to Mrs. 
Falconer." 
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"I thought .... I thought we had 

met before .... since Mrs. Falconer 

^Mr. Alfred Percy." 

The lady took oflFher spectacles, smil- 
ed, and adjusted herself» evidently with 
an intention to be more agreeable. Al- 
fred sat down by her work-table, directed 
bis conversation to her, and soon talked, 
or rather, induced her to talk herself 
into fine humor. Presently she retired 
to dress for dinner, and " hoped Mr. 
Alfred Percy had no intention of run- 
ning away — she had a well-aired bed to 
offer him."- 

The Dean, though he cordially hated 
his lady, was glad for his own sake, 
to be relieved from her fits of crossness ; 
and was plea&ed by Alfred's paying at- 
tention to her, as this was a sort of 
respect to himself, and what he seldom 
taet with, from those young men who 
had been his companions before his mar- 
riage. — ^They usually treated his lady 
with a neglect or ridicule, which reflected 
certainly upon her husband. ^ 

D 2 
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Alfred never yet had touched upon his 
business, and Buckhurst began to think 
fliis was merely a frieiidly visit* l^pdn 
Alfred^s observing some alteration, which 
had been lately made in the room in 
which they were sitting/ the Dean took 
him to see other improvements in the 
house; in pointing out these, and all 
the conveniencies ^nd elegancies about 
the ]^ai:sonage, Buckhqrst ,t9t;al|y iQjrg<^ 
the dilapidation suity and every thing he 
showed and said tended unawares to 
prove, that the house was in the nioit 
perfect repair, and best condition p^ 
sible.-^ — Gradually, whatever solemhity, 
and beneficed pomp, there had at &rst 
appeared in the Dean's manner^ wore 
off, or was laid aside; and, efSe^t his 
being somewhat more ^orptiil^ aild ru- 
bicund than in early years, he appeared 
like the original Buckhurst.-^His gaye^ 
of heart, indeed, was gone, but some 
sparkles of his former spirits remained* - 

Here,** said he> showing Alfred into 
his study.**-" Here^ as our ^ood •friend^ 
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Mr. Biank said when he showed us hif 
studjr^ < Here is where I read dl day loDg 
-^-^uite sung — and nobody's a bit tb^ 
wiser for it,^ "-:— t 

The Dean seated himself in his oom«^ 
fortable arm chair. 

^^ Try that chair, Alfred^ excellent 
for sleeping in at one's ease. 

** To rest the cushion and soft Deau inyite.^ 

** Ah r* said Alfred—** Often have I 
tat in this chair with my excellei[it friend 
Dean Leicester !" 

The new Dean's countenance suddenly 

€hanged^-*but endeavoring to pass it off 

with a jest, he said^ " Ay, poor good 

old Leicester^ he deeps for ever — ^that's 

one comfort*-4o me— if not to you. 

But perceiving that Alfred continued to 

look serious. — ^Tbe Dean added some 

^4nore proper reflections in a tone of ec-« 

clesiastical sentiment,, and with a sigh of 

odecorum.^ — ^Then rose« for he smelt that 

,|he 4ilapufa^ ^ was coming* 
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: " Would not you like, Mr. Percy, to 
wash your hands before dinner ?'* 

^* I thank you> Mr. Dean, I must 
detain you a moment to speak to you on 
business/* 

Black as Erebus grew the face of Ih^ 
Pean-*-be had no resource but to listen^ 
for he knew it would come after dinner^ 
if it did not come now ; and it was as 
well to have it alone in the study, where 
nobody might be a bit the wiser^ 

When Alfred bad stated the whol^ o£ 
what he had to say, which he did in as 
lew, and strong words as possible, ap- 
pealing to the justice and feehngsi oC 
Buckhurst — to the fears, which the Dean 
«iust have of being exposed, and ulti* 
mately defeated in a court of justice-^ 
•^ Mrs, Leicester,'*— concluded he— 
^^ is determined to maintain the s«dt, 
and has employed me to carry it on for 
ber/*-^ 

: ^^ I should very .little have expects, 
ed,*' said the Dean, ^* that Mr. Alfred 
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Percy would have been emplojed in such 
a way against me/' 

^< Still less should I have expected^ that 
I could be called upon in such a way 
against you," — replied Alfred — ** Nd 
one can feel it more than I do. The 
object of my present visit is, to try 
whether some accommodation may not 
be made, which will relieve us both from 
the necessity of going to law, and may 
prevent me from being driven to tho 
performance of this most painful profes* 
sbnai duty." "^ 

<< Duty ! professional duty !" repeated 
Buckhurst— '^ as if I did not understjmd 
«H those cloak'Xoords^ and know how 
easy it is to put them on and off at 
pleasure!" 

** To some it may be, but not to me,** 
said Alfred, calmly. 

Aiig;er started into Buckhurst's coun- 
tenance — but conscious how ineffica* 
cious it would be, and how completely 
he had laid himself open— «-the Dean an* 
swered, 
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*^ You are the best judge^ Sin — B«fr I 
trust ../• though I dou't pretend t» 
understand the honor of lawyers-r-I trust 
tLS a gentleman^ you V9i\l not take ad** 
vfinta^e against me in this suit, of any 
thing my openness l^as shown you about 
tbc Parsonage." 

^* You trust rightly, Mr. Dean,'' — re» 
plied Alfred, 4n his turn, with a look", 
not of anger, but of proud indi^iation — 
<^ You trust rightly, Mr, Dean, and ,4^ 
I should have expected, that one who bui. 
had opportunities of knowing me so w^l 
ought to trust." ^ ; 

" That's a clear answer," said Bucki^) 
burst — " But how could I tell ?-hk> much' 
jockeying goes on in every . profession^--* 
how could I tell, that a lawyer would he 
more cpni^cientious th^p another m^? 
— But now you assure me of it-r-I tl^^^^t 
it upon your word, and believe itlnyqui' . 
case.— About the accpmmodation-r-ac* ; 
commodatian means money, does not iti; < 
---frankly I have not a ahilling.r^But- 
Mrs. Falconer is all accimmdiUipT^'^Tky ^^ 
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wlmf yoo can do with her — and by the 
tmy you began^ I should hope you 
would do a great dea)»**--added he,^ 
faHighing« 

Alfred would not undertake to speak 
to his lady^ unless the Dean would> ia. 
the first instance, make some sacrifice^ 
«->He represented, that he was not asking 
for money, but for a relinquishment of a 
daim, which he apprehended not to b^ 
justly due — ** And the only use I shall 
ever make of what you have shown me 
here, is to presb upon your feelings, as 
I do at this moment, the perception and 
conrietion of the injustice of that claim>^ 
which I ietm persuaded your lawyers only 
instigated, and that you will aban-^ 
don/^ i- 

•Bnckfaurst begged him not to be per« 
stiaded of any such thing. The insti- 
gation of an attorney,, or of a proctor^, 
he laughing said,^ was not in law counted 
the instigation of the devil — at taw na 
man talked of feelings. — In matters of 
fT0pefly judgeis did not understand them^ 



68 FATRONAG& 

whatever figure they might make with S 
jury in criminal cases — with an eloquent 
advocate's hand on his breast. 

Alfred let Bnckhurst go on with hii 
vain wit and gay rhetoric^ till he had 
nothing more to say» knowing that he 
was biding consciousness of unhandsome 
conduct. — Sticking firmly to hit point, 
Alfred showed that his cUent, thougH 
gentle, was resolved, and that, without 
Buckhurst yielded, law must take it'i 
course — ^that though he should never 
give any hint, the premises must ht 
inspected, and disgrace and defeat muift 
follow. 

Forced to be serious, fretted and hur^ 
ried, for the half hour bell befbre dinned 
had now rung, and the Dean's stotnacb 
began to know canonical hours, he ex* 
claimed, 

" The upshot o/* the whole business isi 
that Mr. Alfred Percy is in love, I 2li* 
derstand, with Miss Sophia Leicester! 
and this fifteen hundred pounds, whicli 
he pushes me to the bare wall toTelin^i' 
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jjltiiah^ is eventually as part of her for^ 
tune to become his. — Would it not have 
been as fair to have iktated this at oncd V* 
. . ^^ No — because it would not faavi 
been the truth." 

' '^ No !^~You won't deny that you are 
in love with Miss Leicester^?*'—— 

^^ I am as much in love» as man can 
be, with Miss Leicester, — ^but her for«> 
iiude is nothing to me, for I shall never 
touch it.** 

^^ Never touch iW-Does the aunt«N» 
ibe widow«~tbe cunning widow, refuse 
consent ?'* 

^^ Far from it, the aunt is all the 
aunt of Miss Leicester should be-^^U 
the widow of Dr. Leicester ought to bei. 
^^But her circumstances are not what 
they ought to be, and .... by the liber- 
ality of a friend, who lends me a^house;^ 
rent free, and by the resources of my 
profession, I am able, better able thaa 
Mrs. Leicester is, to spare fifteen hundred 
pounds — therefore, in the recovery of 
(his mone^ { hAve no pen^oital intares t al. 
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present-— I shall never receive it fraoi 
her/' 

<« Noble ! Noble !— j«st what I coold 
have done myself— once— ivhat. a con* 
trast! *' 

Bnckhnrst laid his head down upon 
his arms flat on the table^ and remained 
£or sone momen^ts silent— T^en^: stfUE^* 
ingupright^ , 

** I'll never claim a penny from hpv 
— — ril give Jit all up to yon !— t will 
if I sell my band, for it*, by Joye;^* 

^^ O^ ( < what ^h^s yonr £Bither to answer 
for, vi?ho forqeji^ yjm^nto the church I*' 
bought Alfred, , 

<< My d^ar Bnckhnrst/' said he^ ^ my 
dear Deaa. * . . . •" 

, f< Call me Bucldrarst^ if you lave, vkfj* 
.*« I do love you, it is impossible; to 
lielp it, in spite of " 

" All my faults — Say it out-T^Say it 
ont in spite of your conscience," 
added Buckhurst, trying to laugh ; 

^<< Not in spite of my con^i^nce, bi^ in 
.*wr«r.,ofi your?/' sfiid Alfred, against 
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whose bitter dictates you have been 
compelled all your life to act/' 
- ^ I have so, but that's over.— —What 
remains to be done at present? I am 
in real distress for five hundred pounds. 
Apropos to your being engaged in this 
dilapidation suit, you can speak to Mrs« 
^tconer about it« Tell her I have given 
up the thing :«*--p^And see what she wiU 
do." 

Alfred promised he would speak ta 
Mrs. Rilconer.-*-" And, Alfred, when 
you see your sister Caroline, tell her that 
I am not iti one sense such a wretch .. « . 
duite as . « • ^ she thinks me,^*«-^But 
tiell her that I am yet a greater wretch . • 
, « • infinitely more miserable than she, 
I hope, can conceive-*"— beyond redemp-* 
tion— ^beyond endurance miserable. ^ 
He turned away hastily in an agony of 
' iixind^ Alfred shut the door aiid escaped,, 
Scarcely able to bear his own emotion. 

When they met at dinner, Mrs. Dean 
iPalconer was an altered person — her un- 
seotnly morning costume and well-worn 
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shawl being cast aside^ she appeared in 
bloom-colored gossamer gaaze^ and prim-^ 
rose ribbons, a would-be-young lady. 
Nothing of that curmudgeon look, or 
old fairy cast of face and figure, to which 
he had that morning been introduced^ 
but in their place rouge, and smiles^ an4 
all the false brilliancy, which rouge can 
give to the eyes, proclaimed a determinat- 
tion to be charming. 

The Pes^n was silent and scarcely eat 
aqy thing s though the dinner w$us e^cel« 
lent, for his lady was skilled in the cu- 
linary department, and in favor of Alfred 
had made ^ more hospitable display than 
she usually condescended to make for her 
husband's friends. There were no other 
guests, except a young lady, companioi^ 
to Mrs. Falcdner, Alfred was as agreeT 
able and entertaining as circumstances 
perltiitted j and A|rs. Buckhurst paU 
coner, as. soon as pbe got out of th^ 
dining-room, even before she reached 
the drawing-room, pronounced him to 
t)e 8; mpjst polite apd accomplished ^oung 
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man, rery different indeed from the cam^ 
fnon run, or the usQid style of Mr. DeaA 
Falconer's dashing bachelor hewo/x, wb^ 
in her opinion were little better than 
brute bears. 

At coffee^ when the gentlemen joined 
the ladies in the drawing-room, as Alfred 
was standing beside Mrs. Falconer^ me- 
ditating how and when to speak of th6 
object of his visit, she cleared the ground 
by choosing a topic of conversation, which 
at last fairly drove her husband out of 
the room. She judiciously, maliciouslys 
or accidentally began to talk of the pro^ 
posal, which she bad heard a near relatioii 
of hers had not lobg since made to A 
near relation of Mr. Alfred Percy 's-— 
Mr. Clay ^ Clay-Hall, her nephew, had 
prc^posed for Mr. Alfred's sister. Miss Ca^ 
roline Percy*— ^ — She was really , sorry^ 
the match was not to take place^ for shd 
had heard a very high character of the 
young lady in! every way, and her ne- 
phew was rich enough to do. without for^ 
tave-^Not but. w^-that would he ver^ 
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acceptable to all men-r-especially young 
meUg who are now mostly all for money 

instead of all for love Except in the 

case of very first rate extraordinary 
beauty, which therefore making a womaa 
a prey just as much one s^ the other> 
might be deemed a misfortune as great^ 
though hardly quite, Mrs« Buckhurst said^, 
as she had found a great fortune in her 
own particular case. The involution of ^ 
meaning In these sentences rendering it , 
not easy to be understood^ the Dean, 
ftood it pretty well^pnly stirring his coffee^ 
and observing, ttiat it was cold ; but whea 
his lady went on to a string of interroga^ 
tofies about Miss Caroline Percy — oa 
the color of her eyes and hiur — size of 
her mouth and nose-^re<|uiring in short 
a complete fuU length portrait of the- 
young la4y> poor Buckhurst set dowa 
his cup, and pleading business in bia 
ftiicly, left the field open to Alfred* 

^^ Near-sighted glasses I Do you never 
use them^ Mr. Percy?" said Mrs* Deaa 
FaUjonerj^ as she thought iUfred's eyes^ 
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fixed upon her spectacles^ which lay on 
the table. 

** No I he never used them he thanked 
her, he was rather far-sighted than short- 
sighted/' She intemallj commend^ his 
politeness in not taking them up to verify 
her assertion^ and put them into her 
pocket to avoid all future danger. 

He saw it was a favorable moment^ 
a&d entered at once into his business — 
beginning by observing, that the Dean 
was much out of spirits.— -The mo- 
ment money was touched upon, the cur- 
mudgeon look returned upon the lady, 
and for ^ome time Alfred had great dif- 
ficulty in making himself heard; she 
poured forth such complaints ** against 
the extravagance of the Dean/ with Ksts 
of the debts she had paid, the sums she. 
h^ giv^n, and the voW she had made 
never t<> go beyond tbe weekly allowance 
she had' at the last settlement agi'eed to 
give her husband.'* — ■ ^ ^ 

Alfred pleaded strbfa|fly^the'expcinse of 
Ia«t^,v{ind[ th^ terfainty^ in his e^pinloh; ^f 
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ultimate defeat^ with the being obliged to 
pay all the costs, which would fall upon 
the Dean. — The Dean was willing to 
withdraw his claim — he had promised tQ 
do so, in the most handsome Qianner^ 
and therefore Alfred said» he Mt parti* 
cularly anxious^ that he should not be 
distressed for five hundred pounds, n 
sum for which he knew Mr^ Falconer 
was immediately pressed.-*— He ap-» 
pealed to Mrs. Falconer's generosity ••^—^ 
He ha4 been desired by the Dean tQ 
speak to her on this suliject, otherwise he 
should not have presumed — and it was as» 
a professional man, and a near relation, 
that he now took the liberty : — ^This waft 
the first transaction he had ever had with 
her, and be hoped he should leave the 
vicarage impressed with a sense of her ge- 
nerosity, and enabled to do her justice 
in the opinion of those, who dui, not 
know her. 

" That was very little to her," she 
bluntly said — " She acted only up to her 
own notions—She lived only for herself/' 
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** And for her husband.-^Love,** Al- 
fred Percy said, " he was assured was su- 
perior to money in her opinion. — And 
after all, my dear Madam, you set me 
the example of frankness, and permit me 
to speak to you without reserve.— ^-What 
can you, who have Ao reason, you say^ 
to be pleased with either of your nephews^' 
do better with your money, than spend 
it while you live, and for yourself, in 
securing happiness in the gratitude andl 
stffection of a husband, who, generous 
bims^f, will be peculiarly touched and' 
altaiebed by generosity.'' 

The words, Love^ generosity, generous, 
sounded upon the lady's ear, and she was 
unwilling to lose that high opinion, ivhich 
she imagined Alfred entertained of her 
sentiments and character. Besides, she 
was conscious, that he was in fact nearer 
the truth, thsin all the world would have 
believed. Avaricious in trifles, and par<- 
simonious in those every day h^bits^ 
which brand the reputation immediately 
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M 

with the faiult of avarice^ this woman 
was one of those misers^ who can be 
generous by fits and starts, and who have 
been known to give hundreds of pounds^ 
but never to part with a shilling. 

She presented the Dean, her husband^ 
with an order on her banker for the money 
he wanted, and Alfred had the pleasure 
of leaving his unhappy friend better, at 
least, than he found him. — He rejoiced 
in having compromised this business so 
successfully, and in thus having prevented 
the litigation, ill will, and disgraceful 
circumstances, which, without his inter-^ 
ference, must have ensued. 

The gratitude of Mrs. Leicester, and 
her niece, was delightful. — How much 
more gratifying this success, than any 
prcfessional victory unmixed with feelings 
of benevolence and affection 1 — The aunt 
urged him to accept what he had beeu 
the means of saving, as part of her 
niece's fortune, but this he absolutely 
rffuted, and satisfied Mrs. Leiceste^^it 
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delicacy^ bj explaining, that he could not^ 
iF he would, now yield to her entreaties^ 
as he had actually obtained the money 
firom poor Buckhurst's generous repent* 
ance, upon the express faith, that he ha4 
no private interest in the accommoda- 
tion." 

** You would not," said Alfred, " brin^ 
me under the act against raiding money 
upon false pretences ?" 

What Alfred lost in money, he gained 
ill love. — His Sophia's eyes beamed upon 
him with delight, and he enjoyed her 
smile^ 

•* the dear reward of every virtuous toa.** 

—The day was fixed for their marriage, 
and at Alfred's suggestion, Mrs. Leicester 
consented, painful as it was, in some re* 
spects, to her feelings, that they should 
be married by Dean Falconer, in the 
parish church. — ^Alfred kn^w^ that his 
parishioners had been violently prejudic- 
ed against the present Dean by the re« 
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]>ort» that he was going to law with thri 
late Dean's family; and Mrs. Leicester's 
appearing at his churchy and permitting 
her niece to be married by him, would 
be the most public and effectual method 
of putting an end to these reports, and 
of conciliating for him the good will of 
his parishioners. Mrs. Leicester con- 
sented with the more readiness to what at 
first was repugnant to her feelings, upon 
reflecting^ that acting in this manner 
would be exactly consonant to the whole 
tenor and principles of her beloved hus«* . 
band's conduct through life, who had ever 
been ready to sacrifice, not only any per- 
sonal pique, but every refinement of sen- 
timent, to his great Christian duty of 
promoting peace and good will amongst 
men. 

Alfred brought his bride to town, and 
as soon as they were established in their 
own house, or rather in that house which 
Mr. Gresham insisted upon their calling 
their own. Lady Jane Granville veas the 
fi^ person to offer her congratulations— 
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Odngratulations very different from those 
HBmeaning compliments, which, in the 
fashionable world, her Ladyship had so 
often heard upon similar occasions. — ^Al- 
fred begged his sister Caroline from Lady 
Jftoe, as he had already obtained his fa- 
ther's and mother's consent. Lady Jane 
was really fond of Caroline's company, 
and had forgiven her, as well as she 
could ; yet her Ladyship had no longer 
a hope of being of use to her, and felt 
that even if any other offer were to 
.occur, and-^none such as had been 
made*— could ever more be expected — ^it 
would lead only to fresh disappointment 
and altercation ; therefore she, with the 
less relactance, relinquished Caroline al* 
together.^*- 

Caroline's new sister had been, from 
the time they were first acquainted, her 
chosen friend,, and she rejoiced in seeing 
all her hopes for her brother's happiness 
accoqaplished by this marriage. He had 
long looked forward to this time, when 
he could have the comforts of a* hodip. 
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and the pleasures of domestic society^ to 
solace him in the midst of bis professional 
labors* His Sophia was peculiarly cal- 
culated to make his home agreeable : She 
had those habits of independent occupa* 
tion^ which are essential to the wife of a 
professional man^ who must have many 
hours to spend alone, or to pass at least 
without the company of her husband.-^ 
She had also that cheerfulness of temperj 
readiness to converse, or to be silent^ 
which are necessary to a man, whose 
mind is alternately engrossed with serious 
business, and in want of relaxation after 
tiresome exertipn. — On his return home 
every evening, he was sure to find a smiU 
ing wife, a sympathizing friend, a cheer- 
ful fireside, as delightful to the intellec* 
tual as to the corporeal laborer. — Sophia 
had musical talents, her husband wa$ 
fond of music. — She did not lay aside the 
accomplishments, which had charmed 
the lover, but made use of them to please 
and attach him she had chosen as her 
cdmpahion for life*— Her voice, her harp» 
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her utmost skill, were ready at any mo- 
ment for her husband ; and she found far 
more delight in devoting her talents to 
him, than she had ever felt in exhibiting 
them to admiring, perhaps, but certain- 
ly * indifferent auditors. — This was the 
domestic use of accomplishments, which 
Caroline loved, to which she had always 
been accustomed, and in joining in her 
new sister *s occupations, and endeavors 
to make Alfred's evenings pass pleasant- 
ly, she felt at once as much at homey as 
if shie had been in the country — for the 
mind is it's own place, and domestic 
happiness may be naturalized in a capi- 
tal city.— 

At her brother^s house, Caroline had 
an opportunity of seeing a society that 
was new to her, that of the professional 
men of the first eminence, both in law and 
medicine, the men of science, and of lite- 
rature, with whom Alfred and Erasmus 
had been for years assiduously cultivat- 
ing acquaintance. They were now happy 
to meet at Alfred's house, for they likei 

VOL. IV. K 



7*: l^ATHQNAGE. 

aqd. esteemed him^ and tbej ibuad his. 
wjie Md sister sensible, well inCorined. 
iMomaa^ to wbom thek couversatacm was 
of re^ amysemeot and uBstFucti<m ; and. 
wbo^ in return> kn^w how to maketheinr.> 
feel lat ease iUitheir society^ and toeaUyea * 
their leisuve hours by the tvtppy aiix:tare 
of female sprightljaessrand degaace. Ca* * 
reline^now' saw- the literacy aod.scientifie* 
world to. the best advantage. — Not the. 
amateurs^ or the niere sluM people^ but 
those wlio^ really excelling and feeling- 
their own superiority^ bad too much pfidey 
and too little time to waste upon idle 
flattery, or what to them were stupid,, 
uninteresting parties. Those who refused 
to gp to Lady Spilsbury's, or to Lady 
Angelica Headingham's, or wha were 
seen there, perhaps, once or twice in, 
a se^.son as a great favor and' honor, 
woiidid.caU three or four evenings every 
week at Alfred's, and spend there as 
much time as their business woiddiper- 

ntit* . 
Thus Caroline found hej»elf : placed at 
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omf>^(mcmrani'duj(ncr^^m't^ etery' tiling' 
IttcSrap}^ anid seientific> bjr nne^s off hel^' 
ttpo hroUieps>atwt>tii«it ftiedd8.*-^Tlie flrst^ 
v^v^ the fvrst^ btnt» of diseoverfe^^ in* 
vtmlMMisj and literary pfcg^ts/^hfe htord" 
fwm thne tatiiAei discfussed. Tht)se rtrttl' 
o£ tMeiitB, vrhP6 slie badteai^d were to be 
scenat (X^;i9^rm;^;ii[mei3 oMr of \thidili sfate hiitf ' 
Ua«ta gt]«psend^fkld^eci6ty;it€fVa|ppedr^ 
ectift a^nevir pointcffviet^ attd^t^th^ bfe^t 
advantage; without these pretensions 
andi rivalshi|wi with which' they some- 
times ace afflict^id im pufblies or those 
affbctatiom and singutefitie^; which thiey 
often are supposed to assume^ to obtain 
ncttoriety among persons inftrior to them 

in intdfcct, andBUp^rioritf fashion. 

Instead €«f* plasty ings^ ?l^ they sonirtittles 
did, a<fabe gmifie to a««se the mliltitud^, 
they wfere oblrg^dnow ta e^ert their 
re«i[l sfcil^, and ^ay fa*r with one an- 
other. 

Sir James Harfittgton^t6tls wsf, that 'in 
his ' days ' the' cburtiers, who played *«t 
diveits gtinies- in p«bUc^ had a way of 
K a 
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exciting the admiration and amazement 
of the commoner sort of spectators, by 
producing heaps of golden counters, and 
seeming to stake immense sums, when 
all the time they had previously agreed 
among one another, that each guinea 
should stand for a shilling, or each 
hundred guineas for one. — So that in 
fact, two modes of calculation were used 
for the initiated and uninitiated, and this 
isoteric and exoteric practice goes ou 
continually to this hour, among literary 
performers in the intellectual, as well 
as among courtiers in the fashionable 

world. 

All this, from the conversation which 
she now heard behind the scenes, 
Caroline had an opportunity of seeing, 
and she was much edified and amused ; 
beside the pleasure of studying celebrat- 
ed characters, and persons of eminent 
merit, at their ease and at her own, C^a-* 
roline had now opportunities of seeing 
most of those.objects of rational curiosity, 
which with Lady Jane Granville had 
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l>een prohibited, as — mauvais ton. With 
men of sense she found it was not mau- 
vats ton, to use her eyes for the purposes 
of instruction or entertainment. 

When her brothers were too much 
engaged to go with her any where she 
wished, some of their friends were ge- 
nerally ready to attend her. With Mrs. 
Alfred Percy she saw every thing in the 
best manner, in the company of well 
informed guides, who were able to point 
out what was essential to be observed, 
ready to explain, and to illustrate, to 
procure for them all those privileges and 
advantages as spectators, which common 
gazers are denied, but which liberal and 
enlightened men are ever not only ready 
to allow, but eager to procure for intelli^* 
gent unassuming females. 

Among the gentlemen of learning, ta- 
lents, and er^ence in Alfred's own 
profession, wh^ Caroline had the honor 
of seeing at her brother's, were Mr. 
Friend, the friend of his early years at 
the bar J and that great luminary, who 
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in a higher orbit had cheered and guided 

him in hi3 ascent. ^It was heartfelt 

pleasure to Caroline, to see the ntianDer 
in which Iter brother was considered and 
treated by his inferiors, equals, and su* 
periorsin his profession — for each, in his 
diffci'eat way, gave testimony to Alfred •« 
talents, candor, or generosity. I.t was 
l^eculiarly gratifying to seehim distin- 
guished, , not only by the approbation, 
but something 'more, by the regard of 
^iich a man as the Lord Chief Justice. 
it M^as impossible fortawgrnanlike Ca- 
iodine, ^not tp be struck with 'his superi- . 
ority of intellect, good bleeding, and 
character; and equally impossible that 
her merit, even had it not been re- 
commended by so much beauty, should 
escape his penetration and ^benevolence. 
He 3aw »the genuine s^ection she bore 
her»brother, and was pkased to gratify 
her by the praises of Alfred. The Chief 
Justice was in a station, and of an age, 
where praise can be conferred without 
impropriety, and without hwUng the 
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feelings of delicaoy ortpride.-^^He knew 
how to praise—^ difficult art, but be 
lexcelled in it« — cAs Caroline once, in 
speaking df him, said, 

<< Common comiplimente, compared to 
praise frmn thim, are as ccnumon coin, 
compared 4;o a medal struck amltappro- 
priatedifor •the .ocoa^<to." 

Ahout.fliis time Mr. T^emple came to 
'tell hisifrienda, fhaH;iadhip was actually or« 
.deredito be in readrnessttocat ^y him on his 
in tended embas^^y; ilhait Mr. Shaw had 
Kcovered^ that Cunningham lEalcbner 
had no nftMe rexcttses or pnetdnces for 
(dday ; despatches, 4he >Ias4; liord Old- 
borough said lie ishoulA ^ever recerne 
^om ihhn /as tenroy, )had now arrived, 
and Tempte was iofset wsA ustmiodiateljr. 
— rSo far ffor jiistown business;; wfheuthe 
(had iintahed idiis, he took. Alfred dtsiSo, 
-and told ihlm, that with the«despartch^ 
from Germany Lord Oldborough liad 
Teceived a leliter from Count AUeriberg, 
(giving an (account 6£ alarming ravdUi- 
tionary symptoms, which had appeared 
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in the capital^ and in the provinces, in 

the dominions of his sovereign. Lord 

Oldborough had shov^n Mr. Temple 
what related to public affairs, but had not 

put the whole letter into his hands. 

All that Mr. Temple could judge from 
what he read was, that the Count's mind 
was most seriously occupied with the 
dangerous state of public affairs in his 
country — " I should have thought," 
added Mr. Temple, *^ that the whole of 
this communication was entirely of a 
political nature, but thiU; in the last page, 
which Lord Oldborough put into my 
hand, the catch words at the bottom 
were Countess Christina.** 

Alfred observed,. " that, without the 
aid of Rosamond's imagination to supply 
something more, nothing could be made 
of this. — However, it was a satisfaction 
to have had direct news of Count Alten- 
berg." 

The next day Mr. Temple came for 

Alfred. Lord Oldborough desired to 

see him. — 
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" Whatever his business may be, I 
am sure it is important and interesting^" 
said Mr. Temple; *' by this time I ought 
to be well acquainted with Lord Old- 
borough, I know the signs of his sup- 
pressed emotion, and I have seldom 
seen him put such force upon himself, 
to appear calm, and to do the business 
of the day, before he should yield his 
mind to what pressed on his secret 
thoughts — In my opinion you will now 
hear more, and all that can be heard, 
about Count Altenberg."— — 



£5 



t@ PAVROSIACIE. 



QHAPTER XXXy«. 



Lord OunoROUG^H hum engaged ^t{| 
some gevlAcpieii ipem ttie e\iy ebomt « 
loan w^en AMreil armred. flk tiord* 
fihip'^s «a(t;tefvtion was given entirely to 
this i>u«iaes8. By the \e»gth 4>f tmie 
wiMch ttie ^n^gofiwtoirs ^frtaid, ttiey (tied 
Alfred's ^artfienoe^ but ^e nliilister 49at 
•with imm^ytAAe iCem^orare, 4;itt tfeej 
knew their own minds, and till they 
departed. ^Theri, the loan at once dis- 
missed from his thoughts, he was ready 
for Alfred 

" Yon have married, I think, Mr. 
Alfred Percy, since I saw you last — I 
congratulate you." 

His Lordship was not in the habit of 
noticing such common events; Alfred 
was surprised and obliged by the interest 
in his private affairs, which this congra* 
tulation denoted. 
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'^ I coBgrdti^tale yoti^ Sir, because I 
tmderstand you b&v^ tnariried a woman 
•of sense. To wiarry a fool**-to form — ^w 
to have any connexion with a fool/* con- 
%imied feis Lordslwp, his cottHtcfnwnce 
changing remarkably a^ he »p<4«5— -'"^ I 
-coweeive to be the gresttest. eril, the 
"gpetUesl cnrse^ that can be indicted ^n ^ 
man c*f «ense." 

He walked across the room ivith long, 
4Snn, mdignant 'strides — then stopping 
. f^ort, tie exclaimed, 

*^ Lettrcs de cachet ^—— Dangerous 
instruments in bad hands ! . • • As wblft 
<ffe not ? ■ ■ ■ B ut ^ne good purpose they 
answered — ^Tbcy put it in the pcmer of 
the head of every noUe liouse te disown, 
and to deprive of the liberty to disgrace 
his family, any member, who should 
manifest the will to leommit desperate 
crime, or desperate foMy.** 

Alfred was by no means disposed to 
join in praise even of this use of a lettre 
tfc cachtty but he did -not think it a pro- 
per time to argue the point, as he saw 
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JLord Oldborough was uinler the influence 
^of some, strong passion. Alfred waited 
in silence^ till he should explain himself 
iiirther. 

His Lordship unlocked a desk, and 
produced a letter. 

" Pray, Mr. Percy .... Mr. Alfred 
Percy, have you heard any thing lately 
of the Marchioness of Twickenham r* 

" No, my Lord—" 

Alfred, at this instant, recollected the 
whisper which he had once heard at 
chapel, and he added — " Not of late, 
my Lord." 

" There,", said Lord Oldborough, 
putting a. letter, into Alfred's hands — 
*^ There is the sum of what I have 
heard." 

The letter was from the Duke pf 
Greenwich, informing Lord Oldborough, 
that an unfortunate discovery had been 
made of an affair between tbe Mar- 
chioness of Twickenham and a certain 
Captain Bellamy, which rendered ap 
immediate separation necessary. 
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- •'So!'* thought Alfred, ** my brother 
Godfrey had a fine escape of this fair lady /' 
^' I have seen her once since I re- 
ceived that letter, and I never. will see 
iier again,** said Lord Oldborongh — 
*^ that's past — all that concerns her is 
past and irremediable — Now as to the 
ftttare, and to what concerns myself. 

I have been informed how truly I 

cannot say— —that some time ago a ru- 
mour, a suspicion of this intrigue, was 
whispered in what they call the fashion- 
able world/' 

" I believe that your Lordship has 
been truly informed," said Alfred — And 
he then mentioned the whisper he had 
heard at the chapel. 

** Ha I — Further, it has been asserted to 
me, that a hint was given to the Marquis of 
Twickenham, of the danger of suffering 
that .... what is the man*s name — Bel- 
lamy — to be so near his wife — And that 
the hint was disregarded." 

" The Marquis did very weakly, or 
very wickedly," said Alfred. 
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^ AM 'Wickedness is iveakness. Sir, you 

'kaow— ~bnt to cor pomt 1 tban^ 

l)een assured, ttmt the actual discovery of 
'^&K icTtrigue was made to tMe Mairqws 
isome months previous to the birlh of liis 
^hild — And that he fbi4>crpe to take any 
notice of this, ie^ it migte afffect the 1e- 
•gkimacy 6f t/hat drild. After jthe ibkth 
^f the iniant—a boy — subsequent mdis- 
t^retions on the part <rfl!he Mffrchi4Xie96, 
tbe Marquis wotild make it ^^ear, gaw^ 

Tpise to feis first isuspickms^ Now, Sir, 

these are the points, of whicti, as my 
-friend, and as a professional man, I 
desire you to ascertain the truth, if the 
facts "are as I have thus beard, I pre- 
sume no divorce can 'be legally ob- 
tained." 

** Certainly not, my Lord/' 

** Then *I wiH direct you instantly to 
tbe proper diannek for information/' 

Whilst Lord Oldborough wrote direc- 
tions, Alfred assured Irim he would fulfil 
his com^missiori with all iA\e discretion 
and celerity in feis power. 
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^* The nest step," continued Lorfl 
OUtboMugb~<' for, on sudh a snfejeet, 
i mi^ to say afti fhatt is necemdirj tit 
•Qttce, (ftwt it nay be bani^foeQ from my 
aiiMU^Your next step, supposing the 
iKts to be ^adoeKtuified, is 4o ge <wifh this 
l6tfe^r«-4ny answer to^the Dukeef Giieen- 
wich— — See him — 'and see tbeMarqms. 
In«iaiMeFS of ^>0«6eqi»ence have fiotiring 
to 'do with secandary people — deaf ^wif h 

-the prmoypals. ^ew in Ibe first 

place, as a lawyer, l?bat their divorce 4s 
unattoinafble — Neart, shew tfee Marquis, 
that fee destroys feis «on and heir by 

attempting it. ^Tlie Duke, I believe, 

would be glad of .a pretext for dissohring 
the political eanuexiodn between me and 
the Green-wich family. He fears me, 
and he fears the world ; 4>e dares not 
abandon me wi^out a pretence for the 
dissolution of friendship. He is a weak 
man, and never dares to -act without a 
pretext ; but show him that ft divorce is 
jaot necessary for his purpose — a separa- 
tion will do as we H ■ Or veithont it, I 
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am ready to break with him at council^ 
in the House of Lords, on a hundred 
political points, and let him shield him- 
self as he may from the reproach of de- 
sertion, by leaving the blame of quarrel 
on my impracticability, or on what be 
will, I care not — ^so that my family be 
saved from the ignominy of divorce." 

As he sealed his letter. Lord Old- 
borough went on in abrupt sentences. 

*' I never counted on a weak man's 
friendship— —I can do without his Grace 
Woman ! Woman ! The same— 
ever since the beginning of the world V* 

Then turning to Alfred to deliver the 
letter into his hand, 

*' Your brother. Major Percy, Sir . . . 
I think I recollect ... He was better in 
the West Indies." 

" I was just thinking so, my Lord," 
said Alfred. 

<< Yes — ^Better encounter the plague 
than a fool." 

Lord Oldborough had never, before, 
distinctly adverted to his knowledge of 
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his niece's partiality for Godfrey, but his 
Lordship now added, 

"Major Percy's honorable conduct 
is not unknown ; I trust honorable con- 
duct never was, and never will be, lost 

upon me. This to the Duke of 

Greenwich . . . and this to the Marquis 

Since it was to be, I rejoice that . . . 

this Captain Bellamy is the gallant 

Had it been your brother. Sir, could 
there have been any love in the case . . • 
not, observe, that I believe in love, 
much less am I subject to the weakness 
of remorse — ^but a twinge might have 
seized my mind< — I might possibly have 
been told, that the Marchioness was mar- 
ried against her inclination But I am 

at ease on that point — My judgment of 

her was right. ^You will let me know, 

in one word, the result of your negotia- 
tion without entering into particulars — 
Divorce, or no divorce, is all I wish to 
hear." 

Alfred did not know all the circum- 
stances of the Marchioness of Twicken- 
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ham's marriage^ nor the peremptory man- 
ner in which it had been insisted upon 
by her uncle, otherwise he would have 
felt still greater surprise, t ban* that ^hich 
he now ielt, at the stern uiibending cha- 
racter oftheman — ^Possessed asI:or<JOId- 
borongh was by the -opinion, that he* had 
at'the time judged tind acted in thei)est 
manner jiossible, no after erents-couW 
make 'him doubt the justice df his own 
decision, or could at. all shake ^hrm in his 
own estimation. 

Alfred soon brought hrs report, 
'•^ In cfne word, — --no divorce, my 
Lordr*— 

« That's well— i^thaiikyou,Sh-:**— 
His *LordshTp maiie no further rnqui- 
ries— not even Whether 4;here was to be a 
separation. 

AHred was xjommissioncdbythe Dute 
oTGreenwichtotieliveramessage, whicih, 
^ike theTnessagesoFthe Godsin^^omer, 
he delivered verbatim, and without com* 
ment. 
HistJrace of HGreenwich trusts TLiord 
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Oldboroogh will believe, that > not with- 
istanding the unfortunate circuxnstaoees, 
.wfaich dissolved in isome degree the 
family connexion, it was the farthest 
'possible from his Grace's wish or thoughts, 
4;o break with Lord Okl borough, as long 
as private feelings, and public pitnctplefi, 
xxmid be rendered bj aoy^meaos com* 
.patible/' 

Lord Qldboffou^ smiled m acorn — 
and .Alfred Q<mld acaroely coaimaod hts 
tfiountenance. — 

Lord Qldbofiougfa prepared to giveihis 
-Gnace the :opportoDity, v^faich he knew 
jie;deaired,.Qf diflSortng wilii h\m on ^in- 
c^: his jLordabip tbongfat his &vor 
<sm1 power wer^ lUow suffioi^ofly leatilb- 
MsKdd, tolbejMeiodo without tibcjDoke 
trf Greenwich, and his pride firompted 
4mn to showtthis toihis Grace, and to the 
wmrld. He/oarrted it wtfh aihigb hand 
ior a ;fiihort tinae, but eireii whilst ,he felt 
most secure, and when all ee^OQedito baad 
and bew before /bis 'genius and .his sway, 
maay circumstenoes ^apad many ^>e«soiis 
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were combining^ to work the downfall of 
bis power. 

One of the first slight circumstances^ 
which shook his fwooTy was a speech he 
had made to some gentleman about the 
presentation of the Deanery to Buck- 
hurst Falconer. It had been supposed 
by many, who knew the court which 
Commissioner Falconer paid to Lord 
Oldborough, that it was through his 
Lordship's interest, that this preferment 
was given to the son ; but when some 
person, taking this for granted, spoke of 
it to his Lordship, he indignantly dis- 
claimed all part in the transaction, and 
it is said, that he added '^ Sir, I know 
what is due to private regard as a man — 
and as a minister, what must be yielded 
to parliamentary influence ; but I never 
could have advised the bestowing eccte- ^ 
siastical benefice and dignity upon any 
one, whose conduct was not bis first , 
recommendation." 

This speech, made in a moment of 
proud and perhaps unguarded indignar 
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tion, was repeated with additions, sup- 
pressions, variations, and comments. — 
Any thing will at court serve the pur- 
pose of those who wish to injure, and it 
is inconceivable what mischief was done 
to the minister by this slight circum- 
stance — In the first place, the nobleman 
high in office, and the family connexions 
of the nobleman, who had made the ex- 
change of livings, and given the promise 
of the Deanery to Bishop Clay, were 
offended beyond redemption, — ^because, 
they were in the wrong. — Then, all who 
had done, or wished to do wrong in simi- 
lar instances, were displeased by reflection 
or by anticipation — But chiefly Lord 
Oldborongh was injured by misrepresen- 
tatioa in the quarter, where it was of most 
consequence to him to preserve his in- 
fluence. It was construed by the highest 
authority into disrespect, and an impe- 
rious desire to encroach on favor, to con- 
trol prerogative, and to subdue the mind 
of his sovereign. Insidious arts had long 
been secretly employed to infuse these 



94 EUkTftQMA€£. 

ideas; aad when once the j^ealoBsy €£ 
power wasexcited^ every trifle confirmed 
the sQs^ciom^ which Lord Oldb^lnough's 
QDCoortierlike charadier was little cid«' 
dilated to diipvel. His pepolartly now 
gave umbrage, and it was htated^ ihait he^ 
wished to make hiaaself the indepewknt 
naioister of the peo[de. 

The affairs of the country prospered* 
however under his adsiinistratioB; tb»^t 
was trouble, there was hazard in change^ > 
It was argued^ that it was best to watt- at « 
least for some reverse of fortune in war> : 
or some symptom of domestic discontent^ . 
before an attempt shouid be made to dis^ 
place this minister, fora^idable by his^ 
talents, and by the awe his coiii«iaiidia|g ' 
character inspired. 

The 'habit of confidetiCe and deference^' 
for his genius and integrity remained, afidt 
to him; no difference for some* time ap- 
peared, in c^msequence of the secret — ^^ 
decay of favor. 

Commissioner Falcofter^ tHuidyansious, 
restless, — was disposed bycifCumstaiioes^ 
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a^ by natore^ or by second nature, to 
tbeTigUadce of. a. dependant '8 life; accus^^ 
tomed' to watch woA consult' daily the 
barometer of court favor^ he soea felt the 
coming, storm ; and ^ the moment he saw- 
progiaostics of the change, he tr^nbled^ 
and coBsidered how he should best pro- 
vide for his own safety before the hour of 
dang^ arrived. — Numerous libels against 
the minister appeared, which Lord OkU 
boroi^^ niarer read, but the Commis- 
sioner, with bis best spectacles, read thent 
alL For he well knew and believed what 
the sage Sdden saitb, that, 

f^ Though some make slight of libels, 
yet yott may see by tbem^ how the wind 

After determining, by. the throwing up 
of these straws whnch way the wind set, 
the. Commissionerr. began with alKtpossi* 
bloi skill, and dexterity to trim his boat* 
Bat dexterous tdmmer though he was, 
and:^^ prescient of change,^/ he did Qot* 
yet foresee from; what charter the. storm • 
weakircome*-— -~ 
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While the Commissioner was foreseeing 
and preparing for the downfall of his 
patron. Lord Oldborough was silently 
collecting proofs of the duplicity of Cun- 
ningham Falconer, of the intrigues he 
had been carrying on abroad, and at 
home, to have himself appointed embas- 
sador to Denmark by the Greenwich 
influence, in case of a change of ministry, 
or at all events, in despite of Lord Old- 
borough, by whom he had been recalled. 
— Count Altenberg's letters had unveiled 
completely the Envoy's treachery as far 
as it related to his intrigues abroad, and 
other friends detected some of his ma- 
noeuvres with politicians at home, to' 
whom he had endeavored to pay court, 
by betraying confidence reposed in him 
respecting the Tourville papers. Much 
of the mischief Cunningham had done 
this great minister still operated, unknown 
to his unsuspicious mind : but sufficient 
was revealed, to determine Lord Old- 
borough to dismiss him from all future 
hopes of his favor ^ and, as it was his Lord- 
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' . . * " * * ' 

ship's custoiH when he felt contempt^ to 

discard Conningham for ever from his 
thooghts. 

*^ Mr. CommissionerFalconer," he began 
one morning, the moment the Commis- 
sioner entered his cabinet, " Mr. Com- 
niissioner Falconer," in a tone whicK 
idsrtantly dispelled the smite at entrancef 
from the Commissioner's countenance,* 
atid in the same moment changed his 
whole configureiture, \ 

^^ My confidence is ii^ithdrawn from 
yonrson, Mr. Cunningham Falconer — for 
ever — and not without good reason— : As 
you may ... if you are not aware of it 
already . . . see, by those papers:" — — " 

Lord Oldborough turned awayy and^ 
asked his secretaries for his red box—' 
as he was going to Council — — ' 

Just as he left his cabinet, be looked^ 
back, and said : 

' '^ Mr. Falconer, you should know, if 
you be not already apprised of it, that 
your son, Cunningham, is on his road to * 
Denmark-^You should be aware, that\ 

VOL. IV. F 
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the jonrney is not made hy my desire, 
or by his Mftjesty's ordcr^ or hy aojr 
official authoritjr-^^consequently, he b 
travelling to the Court of Denmark nt 
his own expense or yours— —Unless he 
can prevail upon his Grace of Greeii- 
wich to defray his ambassadorial tra- 
velling! charges^ or can afford to wait for 
them till a total change of administue 
tion— Of whichy Sir, if I see any syrnp- 
toms to day in council," added his 
lordship, in the tone of bitter irony, 
'• I will give you fair notice— for fair 
dealing is what I practise." 

This said, the Minister left the Com* 
missioner to digest his speech as he 
might, and repaired to Council, where 
he found every thing apparently as^ 
smooth as usual, and where he was re* 
ceived by all, especially by the highest,, 
with perfect consideration. 

Meantime Commissioner Falconer waS; 
wretphed beyond expression, wretched, 
in the certainty that his son, that he^ 
him£i^lf, had p^>hai)ly lost, irrecoverably ^'^ 
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one e^dlent patron, before they had 
seCuj^ed, even ita case of change, an* 
^tber — ^This premature discovery of 
Cunningham's intrigues totally discon- 
certed and overwheiaiecr him; and, in 
the bitterness of his hearty he cursed the 
duplicity^ which he had taught and en«- 
Cour^tged still nkore by example than by 
precept. But Cunningham's .duplicity 
had more and closer folds than his own 
--^uniiingham, conceited of his dipIOf 
matic genius, and f^drful of the cautious 
timidity of his father, did not trust that 
father with the kudwledge of all he did, 
or half of what he intended;' so that 
the Commissioner, who had thought 
himsdf at the bottom of every thing,' 
now found that he, too, had been cheat- 
ed by his son with false confidences, and 
was involved by him in the consequences 
of a scheme, of which he had never been 
the adviser; The Clominissioner would 
li^ver have advised the setting out on a 
jbumey to the court of Denmark at his 
privtite'exi^tise, on the faith of promises, 
f2 

889891^ 
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QQ.the hope of a^ change of ministfy^ <nt 
the private assurance that be should be 
accredited, and that bis services should 
be rewarded by the new administrations 
Cbqiimssioner Falconer ^new too well, 
by the experience of Cumberland and 
others, the fate of those, who suffer thein* 
selves to be lured on by secondrhand 
promises ; and who venture, without be-^ 
ing publicly acknowledged by their em-^ 
ployers, to undertake any diplotiii^ie 
mission. Nor would Cunningham, wb6S0 
natural disposition lo distrust was.great-^ 
^r than his father*s, have sold himself to^ 
any political tempter without first sign-^ 
mg and sealing the. compact, had he 
been in possession of his cool judgment; 
and had he been in any other than the^ 
desperate, circumstances in which he was 
placed. He was at. once incensed and 
terrified by Lord Oldborough's unex- 
pected recall — After having delayed, by 
every imaginable pretence, to obey ^ till 
bis Lordship^s orders were ; repeated in^ 
that peremptory tone, which left him no; 
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further possibility of evasion^ he dreaded 
to appear before the haughty irritated 
minister ; and, perhaps, his secret con- 
science whispered, that his recall might 
be in consequence of the detection of 
some of his Intrigues. In this dilemma, 
deceived also by promises from the 
Greenwich party, and by the news irom 
liome, that the immediate dbmission or 
resignation of Lord Oldborough was es^ 
pected : Cunningham had ventured upon 
this bold stroke for an embassy. 

O^i InOrd Oklborough's return from 
council, the Commissioner finding, from 
'}iis secret informants, that every thing 
had gone on smoothly ; and being over* 
awed by th^ confident security of the 
minister, began to doubt his former be- 
lief, and; in spite of all the symptoms of 
change, was now inclined to think, that 
none would take place— rT^e sorrow and 
pontrition with which he next appeared 
before Lord Oldborough* were, thex'efore, 
truly sincere 5 and when h^ ^Und himr 
self alone once more with his Lofdshif)^ 



CAFiiest w^s the VjehjMBeBCd witl^>which 
be cfisolatmed his unworthy soil, -sMdd 
d99avow<^4 all koowle^.^ thd trans- 

c ^S J^$ I .ha4 ^»een icsMs^ ta l>elieve, thafr 
you had any part in this transiEictlon^ 
Sir, you would not be here at this mo* 
n^entrrThejipefore, your protestations ar^ 
superfluous — None would be accepted if 
any were i^^ssary.'V 

The Tery circumstance e( ^he son's 
not having trusted the father completdy 
aayed the Commissioner, for this time^ 
6om utter ruin — He took breath — and 
presently — Oli, weak man! doomed 
ne^er to know how. to deal with a strong 
ttbaracter^^^fancying that his intercession 
migfat avail for his son, and that the 
pride oi Lord Oldborough might be ap- 
peased, and might be suddenly wrought 
to foi^iveness, by that tone and posture 
of submission and supplication used 
4MiIy by the subject to offended Majesty, 
he actually threw himself at the feet of 
the minister. 
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^* My gracious Lord ! — a pardon for 
*y SOB." 

•* I beseech you. Sir T*— cried Lord 
Oldborough*— endeavoring to 8to(» him 
from knetding — ^The COmmisiioner sunk 
itistafitly on his knee. 

«* Never will the unhappy father rise 
fill his son be restored to your favor, my 
Lord/^ 

« Sir,"^ said Lord Oldborough— ^ 1 
have no favor for those who have no 
sense of honor — Risfe, Mr, Falconer, 
and let not the father degrade himsdf 
for the son — tciiaoailinglif.'* 

The accent and look were decisive, 
the Commissioner rose. Instead of b^ing 
gratified, his patron seemed shocked, if 
not disgusted ; far from being propitiated 
by this sacrifice of dignity, it rendered 
him still more averse; and no consola^ 
tory omen appearing, the Commissioner 
withdrew in silence, repenting that he 

had abased himself.^ After this some 

days and nights passed with the Com>- 
missidner in all the horrojrs of indecision 
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7--could the minister weather the stosm 
or not ? — should Mr. Falconer ende$tyor 
^o reinstate himself with Lord Qldbo- 
rough^ or siecure in time favor with the) 
puke . of Greenwich ?-*— Mrs. FalcoAer^ 
to whom her husband's groans rip . the 
middle of. the night at last betrayed ithe 
sufferings of his ;aiind^ drew from h\a^ 
the secret of his fears and meditatiops^' 
Sh^adyised strongly the going over, /Je* 
cidedly^ and in time^ but secretly, to. tlje, 
Greenwich faction. 

The Commissioner kn.ew> that t)x\ar^ 
could not be dope secreffy-. The .itttje^-. 
tion of the minister was now awake to. 
all his motions, and the smallest mpve*r 
ment towards his Grace of Greenwich,, 
must be, observed and understood — Oi^j. 
tlie other hand, to abide by a falliqg. 
minister was folly, especially when be, 
had positively withdrawn his favor from , 
Cunningham, who had the most to ex-r^: 
gect from his patronage. Between these, 
opposite difficulties^ notwithstandii^,: 
the urgent excitations of Mrs^^^ Falco^er^^ 
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^e poor CommiBsioner could ndt bring 
himself to decide^ till the time for ac-^ 
tion was past. 

. Another blow came upon him, for 
which he was wholly utiprepared — ^There 
arrived from abroad accounts — of the 
failure of a secret expedition ; and the 
General, in his despatches, nanied Co- 
kmel John Falconer as the officer, to 
whose neglect of orders he principally 
attributed the disappointment.— *It ap- 
peared, that orders had been sent to 
b^ye his regimeiii^t at a certain place at a 
giv^n hoiir. At the moment these orders 
came. Colonel John Falconer was out 
on * a siiQOting party. The troops, of 
course, on which the General had i^e- 
lied^ did not arrive in time, and air his 
other combinations failed from this neg- 
lect of discipline, and disobedience of 
orders. Colonel Falconer was sent home 
to be tried by ^ Court Martial.' 
. ^* I pity you, Sir"-^said Lord Old* 
bowugb, as Commissioner Falconer, 
fKbite. as Hjsbes, read in his presence, 
F 5 
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these despatches — " I pity you. Sir, 
from my soul — Here is no fault of yours 
—The fault is mine/' r 

It fvas one of the few fkults of this na^ 
tupe, which Lord Oldborough had ever 
committed. Except in the instance of the 
Falconer family, none could name any, 
whom his Lordship had placed in situa* 
tions, for which they were inadequate 
or unfit. Of this single error he had not 
foreseen the consequences; they were 
more important, more injurious to him, 
and to the public, than he eould have 
calculated or conceived. — It appeared 
now as if the Falconer family weres 
doomed to be his ruin. That the public 
knew, in general, that John Falconer 
had been promoted by ministerial favor; 
Lord Oldborough was aware; but he 
imagined, that the peculiar circum« 
stances of that affair were known only 
to himsdf, and to Commissioner Fali 
eoner's Deimily. To his astonishment hei 
found, at this critical moment, that the 
whole transaction had reached the ear 
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of Majesty^ and that it was soon pub- 
licly known. The Commissioner^ with 
protestations and oaths^ declared that 
the secret had never, by his means^ 
transpired. It had been divulged by the 
baseness of his son Cunningham, who 
betrayed it to the Greenwich faction. 
They, skilled in all the arte of under* 
mining a rival, employed the means 
that were thus put into their power with 
|;reat diligence and effect. 

It was observed at levee, that the So* 
tereign looked coldly upon the minister 
♦—Every courtier whispered,, that Lord 
Oldborough had been certainly much 
to blame— Disdainful of their opinions^ 
Lord Oldborough was sensibly affected 
by the altered eye of his Sovereign. 

*^ What \ After all my services !— 
At the first change of fortune V^ 

This sentiment swelled in his breastj^ 
but bis countenance was rigidly calm,, 
his demeanor towarck the courtiers and 
towards his colleagues more than usually 
Arm J If not haughty » 
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, After the levee he demanded a prhraiU^ 
audience. 

Alone with the King, the habitual ia^ 
fluence of this great minister's superior 
genius operated. The cold manner was 
changed, or, rather, it was changed in* 
voluntarily. From one ^^ not used - to 
the language of apology,^' the frank 
avowal of a &ult must have a striking 
effect Lord Oldborough took upon 
himself the whole blame of the disaster 
that had ensued, in consequence of liis 
error, an error frequent in other .minis«^ 
feers,^ uncommon in him, almost unpre^ 
ge4^uted. 

. He was answered with a smile of royal 
i^aillery, that the peculiar family cirqom- 
stances, which' had determined his Lord- 
ship so rapidly to promote tdiato^eer, 
must, to all fathers of famiHes and beads 
of houises, if not to statesmen and gene- 
rals,^ be a sufficient and home apology. 
; .Considering the peculiar. talent w^iqb 
bis sovereign possessed, and in which.. hQ 
gloried, that of knowing the connexion^ 
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<aod domestic aflEairs, not only of the no-^ 

)>ility near his person, but of prival^ 

individods remote from his court, liorcl 

Pldborough had little cause to be sur^ 

prised, that this secret transaction should 

^e known to his Majesty.— Sometbipg 

of this his Lordship, with all 4ue respect^ 

hinted in reply. At the termioatioajof 

tbi; audience, he was soothed by tbio 

pondescending assurance, that whilst thQ 

4BlrcunistaDces of the late unfortunate 

reverse naturally created regret and mpi^T 

tification,'no dissati^action with his ipi* 

nisterial conduct n^i^e^d with these ^^^ 

ings. On th^ cont^aiy, he was assured^i 

f hat fear of the e^ect a 4isappointinent 

might have on the mind of the public, 

in jdiminishing coufidence i^ his Lord* 

^ip*s efforts for thegopd of the country^ 

was the sjent^iment which h^4 lowered 

the spirits, and cWudedthe brow of M^-) 

jesty, 

^ His I/>rdsbip returned th^ks fgr tho 
gracious demonstration of these senti-» 
roents^-^nd bowing r^p^tfuHy, ^ithn 
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drew. In the faces and behaviour of 

the courtiers, as in a glass, he saw re* 
fleeted the truth. They all pretended 
to be in the utmost consternation ; and 
he heard of nothing but <^ apprehensions 
for the effect on the public mmd/' and 
*^ fears for Iris Lordship's popularity.'* 
——His secretary, Mr. Temple, heard» 
indeed, more of this than could re^h 
his Lordship's ear directly; for, even 
BOW, when they thought they foresaw 
his fall, few had sufficient courage to 
hazard the tone of condolence with Lord 
Oldborough, or to expose the £gtce of 
hypocrisy to the jseverity of his pene« 
trating eye. In secret every means had 
been taken to propagate in the city the 
knowledge of ail the circilmstances that 
were unfavorable to the minister, and ta 
increase the dissatisfaction which any 
check in the success of our armies natu-^ 
rally produces. The tide of popularitya^ 
which had hitherto supported the minis-^ 
ter, suddenly ebbed, and he fell, in pub*% 
lie optnioni vntik astonishing rapidity^ 
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For the moment all was forgotten, but 
that he was the person who had pro* 
moted John Falconer to be a Colonel^ 
against whom the cry of the populace 
was raised with all the clamor of national 
indignation. The Greenwich faction 
knew how to take advantage of this dis- 
position. — It happened to be some fes* 
tivai, some holiday, when the common 
people, having nothing to do, are more 
disposed than at any other time, to in« 
toxication and disorder. — The emissaries 
of designing partisani^ mixed vrith the 
populace, and a mob gathered round th6 
minister's carriage, as he was returning 
late from the House of Lords. The 
same carriage, and the same man, whom» 
but a few short weeks before, this popu* 
lace had drawn with loud huzzas, and 
almost with tears of affiection. Unmoved 
of mind, as he had been, when he heard 
their huzzas. Lord Oldborough now lis- 
t^ied to their execrations, till from 
abuse they began to proceed to out* 
rag^.-*^Stones were thrown at his car*' 



lis PATBONAGE^ 

riage. One of his servants , narrowly 

e$cap€d b^ing struck. Lord Oldbo- 

rough was alone — he threw open his 
qarriage-door^ and sprang out on the 
^tep. 

" Whose life is it yon seek ?" cri^d 
he^ in a voiqe which obtained instant si- 
lence. — " Lord OldI>orough's ? ^Lord 

Oldborough stands before you. ^Ta^ 

iiis life who dares — a Xi(e spept in yoijr 
service. — Strike !-^-B.ut strike openly .-- 
You are l^nglishmen, not assassins." 

Then^ turning to his servants, he add-. 
edf, in a calm voice, 

. ^* Home-r-slowly. — : — Not a man here 
:iyill touch you. Keep your master in 
sight.-rT-If I fall, mark by what hand."-— 

Xben stepping down into the midst of 
tbfs people, he qrossed the street to the 
flagged pathway, the crowd opening to^ 
n^ke way for hinu He walked on witl^ 
ft deliber^e 0rm st^p. The mob moving 
^ong with him, sometimes huzzaing, 
sometimet^ uttering horrid execrations ii| 
Ikprrid tpnjBs.~. — I/)rd Oldborough, prg-, 
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Saving absolute, silence^ still walked 011^ 
never turned his head^ or quickened hjg 
pace, till he reached his own house. — 
Then, facing the mob, as he stood wait- 
ing . till the door should be opened^ the 
people, struck with his intrepidity, with 
one accord joined in a shout of applause. 

:The next ini^tant, and before thcit 

door was opened, they cried, 

:'^Hatoff!— HatoflFr 

Lord Oldborough's hat never stirred. 
-r-A man took up ^ stone. 

'* Mark that man !*'— cried Lord Old- 
borough. 

The door opened. ** Return to, 
yonr homes, my countrymen, and bless; 
God that you have not, any of yoUj 
murder to answer for this night." ' 

Then entering bis house, he took off 
his bat, and gave it to one of his attends, 
ants.^^His secretary, Temple, had ru^ 
down stairs to meet him, inquiring what 
was the cause of the disturbance. 
, ^^pnly/VsaidLprd.pidbQroughjt^Vthalj 
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Ifcave served the people^ bat never bent 
to them/' 

^« Curse them ! they are not worth' 
serving. — Oh! I thought theyM have 
taken my Lord's life that mintrte/' crietf 
his faithful servant Rodney. — *« The sight 
left my eyes. — I thought he was goi^ 
for ever. — Thitak Grod ! he's safe. — ^Tafce 
oflf my Lord's coat — i can't — for the soul 
of me. — Curse those ungrateful people !'* 

** Do not curse tfaem^ my good Rod« 
ney,'* said Lord Oldbtorough, smiling. — ^ 
*• Poor people, they are not ungratefbl, 
6nly mistaken. Those who mislead 
them are to blame.— The English are 
a fine people. — Even an English nK)b, 
y^u see, is generous, and just, as far as it 
knows." 

' Lord Oldhorough was sound asleep 
this night, before any oth.er individual 
HI the house had finished talking of the 
dangers he had escaped. 

The civil and military courage shown 
by the 'minister in the sudden attack 
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ttpoa his character and person were 
sucb^ as to raise him again at once to 
his former height in public esteem. His 
enemies were obliged to affect admira* 
tion. The Greenwich party, foiled ii) 
this attempt, now disavowed it. — News 
of a victory effaced the memory of the 
late disappointment. — Stocks rose — ad- 
dresses^ for a change of ministry were 
gashed— ^addresses of thanks and con*' 
gratulation poured in — ^Lord Oldborough 
gave them to Mr. Temple to answer, 
and kept the strength of his attention 
fixed upon the great objects which were 
essential to the nation, and the sovereign 
he served. 

Mr. Falconer saw that the storm had 
blown over, the darkness was past. Lord 
Oldborough, firm and superior, stood 
bright in power, and before him the 
Commissioner bent more obsequious, 
more anxioujs than ever.— Anxious he 
might well be; unhappy father! the life, 
perhaps, of one of his sons, his honor 
certainly at stake^ the fortune of an^ 
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ptber^ his existence niiDed ! — ^And what 
ibopes of propitiating hiro^ who had so 
suffered by the favor he had already 
shown — who had been betrayed by one 
of Uie family — and disgraced by another. 

^The Commissioner's only hope was 

in the recollection of the words, 

** I pity you from my soul. Sir,"-— ^ 
which burst from Lord Oldboroogh, even 
at the moment when he had most reason 
to be enraged against Colonel Falconer. 
Following up ibis idea, and working on 
the generous compassion, of which but 
for this indication he would not have 
supposed the stem Lord Oldborough to 
be susceptible, the Commissioner ^^ 
peared before him every day the iip^ge 
of a broken-hearted father.--rln sile^^Q 
Lord Oldborough from time to tim^ 
looked s^t him, and by these looks, more 
than by all the promises of all the great 
pien who had ever spoken to him, Mr, 

Falconer was reassured; and, as he told 

. " ' ' ■ ' 

Mrs. Falconer, who, at this time, was in 

i' * » « . . . '«,■'« 

dreadful an^ciety, he. felt certain, th^^ 
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Lord 0]9boroagh would ^ot punish him 
for the faults of his son&u-he was satis^ 
fied^ that hia place. and his pension would - 
not 1^6, taken from him^ and th^t, at least > 
in fortune, they should not. be ^utterly^ 
ruiqed.-^In ,this security the Commis*-^ 
sjoner showed rather more than hiscosi^. 
tomary degree, of strength of.mind, and; 
more knovfledge of Lord Oldborpugh's' 
oharacter, than he l)ad uppn most other 

occasions evinced. : 

Y Things were in this s^te^ wheoj one 
niorning^^ after Lord lOldborough had. 
giv^n orders, that no one should beiad-»>: 
mitted> as he was dictating some pvblio 
papers of iConse<|uence to Mr. Temple,* 
the Duke of Greenwich was aDnoiinced. . 
His Grace sent in a note to signify-^that. 
he waited upoa Lord Oldborough Ixy- 
order of his Msyesty; and that, if this, 
hoi^r were not cOnveaient, he begged to. 
hlEiv^ the hour named, at which hisGrace'^ 
could be admitted. — His Grace was ad*'^ 
mitted instcmtly.— Mr. Temple retireA—t 
fQf it wa& evident^^this was' to be .a a&«i 
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cfet conference.—— His Grace of Green* 
wich entered with the most importani^ 
s6Iemnity-^— infinitely more ceremonious 
than ustud, he was at last seated^ and; 
after heavy smd audible sigbs^ still hesi- 
tated to open his business. Through the 
i^ected gloom and dejection of his couu- 
ttoance Lord Oldborough saw a mail* 
cibus pleasure lurking^, whilst ^ in a stu^ 
died e&ordium^ he spoke of the infihtte 
reluctlEince^ with which he had been com- 
pdled^ by his Majesty^s express ordersjl 
to wait upoii< his Lordship on a business 
the mosf painful to hi» feelings. As lie- 
ing a public colleague — as a near ahdf 
ddir cohnexion-^as a friend in long ha- 
bits of intimacy with his Lordship, he^ 
haitf prayed 4iii Majesty to be excused. 
— But it was his Majesty's pleasure— he 
had only now io beg his Lordship to be- 
lieve, that it was with in^nite concern, 
&c.^*- — -Lord Gldb<:)rougb, though suf- 
faring under this circumlocution, never^ 
cdnflescendid to* shotV any symptom of 
in^aticBce^ but allo^ng his Grtk:^ to^ 
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ran the changes on the words. and focms 
of apology, when these were exhausted^ 
his Lordship simply said, that ^^ his Ma- 
jesty's pleasure of course precluded all 
possibility of hesitation, and all necesr^ 
sity for apology. "-?- 

His Grace was vexed to find Lord 
Oldborough still unmoved, her was sure 
thi^ tranquillity could not long endure — ^ 
he continued — 

" A sad business, my Lord— A ter-» 
rible discovery . . • ^ really can hardly 
bring ipyself to speak ..." 

Lord Oldborough gave his Grace noi 
assistance. 

** My private re^^urd" ... he re^ 
peated. 

A smile of contempt on Lord 01dbo« 
rough's countenance. . 

«* Your Lordship's hitherto invulner**. 
able public integrity" ... 

A glance of indignation from Lotrd^ 
Oldborough. 

^ /' Hitherto invulnerable i — Your Grace. 
iviU explain." 1. . > 
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^ I^t these . • . these fatal notes . . \ 
letters . . . unfortunately got into the 
bands of a leading . . . impractidabll^ 
member of opposition . . . and by him 
\ad . . . Would that I bad 1)een ap- 
prised ... or could "have conceiVed it" 
possible . . .' time enough to prevferit that 
step . . • but it was done before I haii^ 
the slight^t intimation— laid before his 
Majesty . . .*' - \ 

Lord Oldboroiigh calmly received ihe 
letters from his Grace: • 

" My own hand- writing, and private 
seal, I perceive.*' A 

The Duke sighed — ^And whilst Lorcf 
Oldborough drew out, opened, and read 
the first letter in the parcel— his Gracie^ 
went on — * ' 

"This affair has thrown tis all into 
the greatest consternation — It is to be 
brought before' parliament immediately^ 
... unless a resignation should take 
place . . . which we should all deplore* 
.VlThe irtipudence, the inveteracy of 
that fellow, is astonishing . . . no silenc^' 
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ing hinii-*^We might hush tip the affistlf 
if his Ms^tjr ted not been apprised i 
hot where the interest of the servioe is 
concerned, his Ms^es^ is warm/' 

f' His Majestj !*' cried Lord Oldho- 
roiigh.~«^' His Majesty could not9 I 
trusty for a moment imagine these let-^ 
ters to be mine V* 

^^ But for the hand and seal which I 
understood your Lordship to acknow- 
leidgie» I am persuaded his Majesty could 
not ha?e believed it." 

'' Believed! My King! . . , did 

be believe it?" cried Lord Oldborough 

■ . ■ H is agitation was for a moment &c-^ 

CQSsive, unoontrdlable — '' No 1 that I 

will never believe, till I have it from his 

own lips" ^Then commanding him* 

self 

^' Your Grace will have the goodness 
to l^ve these letters with me till to mor^ 
row." 

His Grace, with infinite politeness 
and regret, was under the necessity of 
recusing this request — His orders were 

VOL. IV. G 
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only .to show the letters to his Lordship^ 
and then to restore them to the hands of 
the niemher of opposition^* who had laid 
them before, his Ms^esty . 

Lord Oldborong^ took off the coter 
of one of the letters, on which was 
merely the address and seal^-The ad*- 
dress was written also at the bottom of 
the letter enclosed, therefore the cover 
could not be of the least importance, 
*' The Duke could not,'* Lord Oldbo^* 
rough said, '' refiisis to leave this with 
him r\ . 

To this his Grace agreed — '^ protest* 
ing that he was far from wishing to make 
difficulties. — " If there was any thing 
else he could do . . ; . any thing his 
Lordship would wish to have privately 
insinuated, or publicly said ?*' 

His Lordship with proud thanks, as- 
sured the Duke he did not wish to hate 
any thing privately insinuated, and what« 
ever it was necessary to say or do pub- 
lickly, he should do himself, or give 
orders to have done. His Lordship en^ 
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%tteA hbto no (brther espUnatioo. — The 
Dttke at last waii oUig^ to take bin leaver 
^^ eamedtly hopiog anfd trusting that this 
bii^oess: would terflhioate to his Lord** 
ship's entile sittisfaotioii." 

No sooner was the Duke gone> thaob 
Lord Oldbor0ugh rang for his carriage. 

** Immediately — and Mr. Tem.ple,^ in* 
staiftly.** ' 

Whil$t bis ovriage wati cottiiDg to the 
door 5 in the shortest manner posdihle 
Lord Oldborougb stated the facts to his 
secretary, that letters had been fofrged 
in his Lordship's ps^me, promising to 
certain persons — promotion in the army 
-Hahdna^y?— gratification — ^and{)et)s{]ons. 
Some of the letters were addressed to 
pei^ons who had actually obtained' pro- 
motion, shortly after the time of these 
letters, other letters contained repro^che^r 
for haying bjeen ill used. Evgn frpflfi the 
rapid glance ]^ord:01db|prougfa l^ad taken 
of these papers;' he had retained the 
Ba^es of sev^al.of the p^sonstojyhomf 
G 2 
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tiiejr ifere sd4fa»ed'*-*<Aiid. the ^Hiiive ^ 
the promotion obtakied. They mef^ 
persons who oonld have twd no clnim 
upon an honest Minister. — His Lopiship 
left a list of them i^h Mr. Temp1e~^ 
mho the cover etf^the letter^ on which was 
a speeimen of the £drged writing and ilie 
private ;seal> , 

^* I am going to the King. — His Ma^ 
jesty probably has set oot for Windsor. 
-i-^If so I shall follow him.^— In my ab-> 
sence^ Mr. Temple, think for me««*I 
know yon feel for me.— The object 
isj to discover the authors of this for« 
gery?-— 

" My Lord, may I consult with Mr; 
Alfred Percy." 

** Yes— with no other perso n ■■ /* 

Oii going to the palace Lord Oldbo« 
rough found, that the King had set out 
for Windsor— *he followed him thither 
—arrived just as his Majesty vmi 
mounting his horse. — Surprised at the 
fight of the minister the King took his 
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foot out of the 6tinrup5 and prepared to 
diMMant. 

** I beg I may not detain your Ma» 
jesty — I see I ion late,'' — said Lord OUi^ 
bofoiigb* 
<^ U the business urgeat^ my Lord V^ 
<* No^ ptease your Majesty, for it 
concerns principally myself. — It can, 
tiierefore, wait your Majesty's leisure at 
any hour your Majesty may appoint." 
The King Amounted instantly^ 
** This moment, my Lord, I am at 
leisure fdr any business that concerns 
your Lordship." 

The King returned to the paIace-~ 
Lord Oldborough followed, and all the 
spectators on foot and horseback were 
left full of curiosity. 

. Notwithstanding the condescension of 
his Majesty's words and manner^ and 
the polite promptitude to attend to any 
business that concerned his Lordship, it 
was ei^ent to Lord Oldborough's pene<^ 
ti^on-, thl^t there was an unusual cpld*' 
ness and formality in the King's coun* 



186 l^Atft'ONAGE. 

tenanee and depdrtikient/' imlike th^ 
graciousness of his reception, when 
satisfied and pleased. — ^Nor did his air 
become less reserved,* when they were 
alone in the cabinet; on the contrary, 
the King looked as one prepared to hear, 
but determined to say as little as pos- 
sible. 

Lord Oldborough placed himself so as 
to give the King the advantage of the 
light, which he did not fear to have fnll 
on his own countenance. 

•* Hease your Majesty, certain lettersy 
signed with my name, and sealed with, 
my seal, have, I am informed, been laid 
before your Majesty.** 

" Your Lordship has been rightly in* 
formed.** 

** t trust .... I hope your Majes- 

•• y .... 

At the firm assertion, in the tone with 
which Lord Oldborough pronounced, I 
trust — his Majesty's eye changed — adfd 
moved away from Lord Oldborough^s, 
when he, with respectful interrogation 



PATJtONAGE. 127 

•f toiie> added ^' I h^ your. Majesty 
c^uld not believe those letters to.be 
mine/' 

" Frankly, my Lord," said the King, 
assuming an open air — ^^ the assertions, 
the insinnations of no man, or set of 
men, of any rank, or weight in my 
dominions, could by any imaginable 
meaps have induced xne to conceive it 
possible, that such letters had been, writ* 
ten by your Lordship. Not for .one 
moment could my belief have bei^n com- 
pelled by any evidence, less strong than 
your Lordship's hand writing and seaU 
I own, I thought I knew your Lord* 
ship's seal and writing; but I find, 
and rejoice to find, that J have been de- 
cayed." 

" I thank your Majesty-rr-I cannot 
feel surprise, that a forgery and a couur 
terfeit, which, at first yiew, compelled 
my own belief of their being genuine, 
^bould^fpr a moment, have deceived your 
JVJ^'ersty..} But^ I own, I bad, flattered 
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nijrself^ that my iMivereign kn^Wmy heart 
and character yet better than diy seal 
and signature/' 
*« Undoubtedly, my Lord/* — 
«^ And I shpttld have fat>t)ed^ that^ if 
your Majesty had perused those letters^ 
no assertidns could have been necessary, 
on my part, to convince your Majesty, 
that they €Ould not be mine,— I have 
now only to rejoice, that your Majesty in 
undeceived — ^And that I have not in* 
truded wmecessarily updtt ydtir Msijesty 
with this explanation.*^! am flilly sen- 
sible of your Majesty's goodhess, in 
having thus permitted me to make, as 
early as possible, to your Majesty, this 
assertion of my innocence.—— For the 
proofs of it, and for the detection bf the 
guilty, I am preparing ; and I hope to 
make Uiese as dear to your Majesty, as 
your Majesty's assurance of the pleasure 
you feel in being undeceived is satis^ 
£su:tory . . . consolatory to m e « I de- 
tain your Majesty no longer,*' concluded 
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Lord Oldborou^^ with a bow of pro- 
fowad yet proud req>ect. 

*' My Lord," said the King, " I have 
no doubt that this afiair will redound to 
yottr honor, and terminate to your Lard^ 
ship's entire satisfaction.'* 
• The very phrase used by the Duke of 
Greenwich, 

^* As to myself, your Lordship can 
bave no further anxiety, but I wish your 
Lordship's endeavors to detect and bring 
proofs home to the gtiilty may be 
prooiptly successful — for the gratifica- 
tion of }rour own feelings, and the satis* 
hetimi of the public mind, before the 
uiatter should be brought forward in 
parfiament. 

As his Majesty quitted the cabinet he 
added some gracious phrases, expressive 
of the high esteem he felt for the minis* 
ter, and the interest he had always, and 
should always take, in whatever could 
contribute to his public and private , • « 
satisfaction^* — (again). 

To an eye and ear less practised in 
G5 
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courts than this ministfer's^ all that, had 
been said would have been real! j satis^ 
factory, but Lord Oldborough discerned 
a secret embarrassnient. in the sniiiles 
a constraint in the manner, a . care, 
an effort to be gracious in the language^ 
a caution, a rounding of the periods, a 
recurrence to technical phrases of com-^ 
pliment and amity, a want of the free 
fluent language of the heart ; language 
which, as it flows, whether from sove- 
reign or subject, leaves a trace, that the 
art of courtier or of monarch cannot 
imitate — In all attempts at such imita- 
t(ioD, there is a want, of which vanity 
^nd even interest is not always sensible^ 
but which feeling perceives instant]y-~ 
Lord Oldborough felt it — and twice, 
during this audience, he was on the point 
of offering his resignation, and twice> 
exerting strong power over himself, .h^ 
refrained. 

. He saw plainly, that he was not whei^. 
he had been in the King's confidence qtr, 
favor ; that his eiiemies had hem .^t 
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trork^ and, in some measure, had suc- 
ceeded 3 that suspicions had been infiised 
inta the King's mind. — ^That his King had 
doubted him, his Majestj had confessed 
— and Lord Oldborough discerned, that 
there was no genuine joy at the moment 
his Majesty was undeceived, no real 
anxiety for his honor, only the ostensible 
manifestation unsuitable to the occasion 
— repeatable — or recordable. 

Still there was nothing of which he 
could complain; every expression, if 
written down or repeated, must have 
appeared proper and gracious from the 
sovereign to his minister ; and for that 
minister to resign at such a moment, 
from pride or pique, would have been 
tktdX to the dignity, perhaps to the inte- 
grity of his character. 

Lord Oldborough reasoned thus as he 
stood before the King, and compelled 
himself, during the whole audience, and 
to the last parting moment, to preserve 
an air and tone of calm respectful self- 
possession. His Majesty mounted his 
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liorse^ and galloped off to take a ride in 
the park ; while, full of care, his Lord- 
ship got into his carriage to return to 
town. 
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CHAPTER XXXVill. 



During Lord Oldborough*s absence 
his faithful secretary had been active in 
fais service, Mr; Temple went imme- 
diately tcrlns friend Alfred Percy. AU 
fred hski jtist petdrned fatigued from the 
courts, and was resting himself, in con- 
versation with his wife and Caroline* 

«* I am sorry to distur'b you, Alfred," 
said Mr. Temple^ '' but I must take you 
aiVay from these ladies to consult you on 
particular business." 

«* Oh ! let the particular business wait 
CiU he has rested himself," said Mrs. 
Percy, *^ unless it t)e a matter of life and 
death." 

•^ life and death!" cried Lady 
Frances Arlington, running in at the 
open door. ** Yes ? it is a matter of life 
waoA death • • • • Stay, Mr. Temple ! Mr. 



134 PATRONAGE. 

Percy ! going the moment I come into 
the room — Impossible !" 

^^ Impossible it wo^ld be/' «aid Mr. 
Temple> ^' in any other case * ^ . « 
But ." 

' When a lady's in the case, , ^ - 

• You knoi^r aH other thitigs of coune give placc,*^ 

cried Lady Frances^ . §o positively »g«l9i« 
tlemen^ I stop the w^y.— r— ?9u|:. Mf« 
Temple, to comfort you — for Ln^yet 
saw a man, gallant, or ungallaat, look so 
impatient^ I shall not be a^le to st^y 
above a moment . . . . Thank y4)^, Mrs. 
Percy, I ca'nt pit down.. . . • ij/Lr^. Cfab^ 
stock, the crossest of.Cr«(bstof#s said 
stiffest of pattern women, is in the dar- 

riage waiting foe me. Give wff ^oy-r^t 

I i)ave accomplished my pi:ifpose» aod 
lyithout Lady Janf Graiivilte'p ass^stanc^ 
-•obtained a permit to go with^La^ 
Trant, and made her, take , me to Lady 
Angelica's last night.—r— XSraind convelv 
sazione !-^Saw the German B^on I-^-^ — 
C5aught botlx the prpfilesry-bayq; '^m hec^ 
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...„ . ilcfy you not to smile.— —Look/* 
cried her Ladyship, drawing oat of het^ 
tidictde a caricature-^which she pot into 
Caroline's hand, and, whilst she was look« 
ing at it. Lady Frances went on speak« 
ing rapidly. 

^' Only a sketch, a scrawl in pencil^ 
while they thought I was copying a son* 
net to wisdom-r-^n the worst bit of pi^et 
too> in the world • . . old cover of a letter 1 
stole from Lady Trant's Wrf/ei^i while 
jrfie was at cards.— —-Mr. Temple, you 
abatl ^e my chef d'oeuvre, by add by; 
don*t look at the reverse of the medaV 

pfay.^ ^Did not I tell you, . you wdre 

th^ niost impatrent nian in the world ?'' 

It was true, thirt Mr. Temple was ?X this 
kistant most impatient to get possession 
of the paper, for on the back of that 
cover of the letter, on which the carica- 
ture was drawn, the hand- writing of the 
direction appeared to him . . . He dared 
sbarcely believe his eyes — his hopes. ' 
-;/*. l^rs. Crabstock,. my Lady . . , .'*. 
said the footman, *^ is waiting.'' ^ 
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" I know. Sir," said Lady Frances . . . 
** So, Caroline, you won't see the likeness, 
^Very well ; if I can't get a compli- 
ment, I most be oflF. — When yott draw a 
calricature, I won't praise it, ■ Here! 
Mr. Temple, one look, since you are 
4ying for it." 

** One look will no* satisfy me;" cried 
Mr. Temple> seizing the paper : ** your 
I^yship must leave the drawing with us 
till to marrow." 

. /^ Us'-^^must. ^ G riven at our court 
of St. James's. — Lord Oldborough's own 
iinperative style." 

^^ Imperative ! no ; humbly I beseech 
yonr Ladyship, thus humbly," cried Mr^ 
Temple, kneeling in jest, but keeping in 
earnest fast hold of the paper^ 

*^ But why? Why? .... Are you- 
acquainted with Lady Angelica? . • . ^ 
I did not know you knew Lady Ange^ 
lica,'* 

<' It is excellent !-^It is admirable— ^I 
cannot let it go ... . This hand, that 
seized it, long shall hold the priae." 
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«' The man's mad— Bot don't tbink 
ni give it to yovt^ — I would not giVe it 
to my mother «... bnt Til lend it to 
yoo, if you'll tell me honestly Why you 
want it/' 

** Honentiy — I wimt to show it to a 
particular friend^ who^will be delighted 
with it/' 

*' TeU me who, this minute, or you 
dhall not hare it/' s 

«« Mrs. Crabstock, my Lady, bids me 
toy, the Duche^ /' 

** The Duchess— The dense !— if she's 
come to the Duchess, I must go.— —I 
hope your man, Mrs. Percy, won't tell 
Mrs. Crabstock he saw this gentleman 
kneeling/' 

" Mrs, Crabstock's getting out, my 
Lady,'^ said the footman, returning. — 

^^ Mr. Temple, for mercy's sake, get 
up/' 

** Never, till your .Ladyship gives me 
the drawing/* 

"There? there! let mfe go— auda- 
€ious !" — 
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' " Good norningto you, Mrs. Fercy* 
— Good bye. Carbine- — ^B^b^ lit .Lady 
Jane's to night, for Vn ta.be there." 

Her Ladyship rao .off, and mM Mrs* 
Crabstock on the stairs, with whom we 
Iea?e her to msif^ her peace as she 
pleases. 

** My dear Temple, I believe you are 
oat of your senses,*! siud Alfred, ^^ I ne- 
ver saw any man so importunate about 
a drawing, that is not wprth a striilv . . • 
trembling with eagerness, and knedi^l 
— Caroline, what do you think Rosa- 
mond would have thought of. all thisB" . 

<< If she knew th^wholeti she wo^ 
have thought I acted well,'' said. Mr, 
Temple. — ** But come, I have buaness/f 

Alfred took him jnto his ^ study, «md 
there the whol^ affair was ^plaiped*— - 
Greftt was Alfred's asU^njshmait « . » Mr. 
Temple had brought with him the sp^ 
cimen of the. forge^ry^ to $bow. to Alfred^ 
and, upon comparing it with , the handr 
.Wtiting on the cover of the jiett^r on 
which the caricature was dcawo^ Ihf 
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similarity appeared to be strikingly '^^ 
act. — ^The cover, which had been stolen, 
as Lady Frances Arlington said^ from 
Lady Trant's ridicule, was directed t6 
Captain Nuttall. — He was one of the 
persons to whom forged letters had been 
written, as appeared by the list whicb 
Lord Oldborough had left with Mr, 
Temple. The secretary was almost cer- 
tain, that his Lordship had never wrtttetii 
with his own hand to any Captain Not* 
tails but thk be could ask the moment 
he should see Lord Oldborough again«— 
It seemed as if this paper had never been 
actually used as the cover of a letter, for 
it had no post-mark, seal, or wafer. — 
tJpon further inspection, it was perceived, 
that a t had been left out in the name 
of NuttaUy and it appeared probable, that 
the cover had been thrown aside, and 'a 
new one written in consequ^ice of this 
omission.-— —But Alfred did not think it 
possible, that Lady Tradt could be the 
forger of these letters, because.be hiid 
$een some of her Lc^dyship'gi notes of in-. 
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Tkatkm to Caroline, and they were writ- 
l^fi in a ittetched cranlped hand. 

^ Bat th^t crumped hand might be 
Mgned to conceal the powers of pen- 
mmship/' ^aid Mr. Temple. 

•• Well * granting her Ladydiip's ta- 
lents wer6 equal to the mere execution, 
Atfted persisted in thinking she had not 
aldlities sufficient to inrent or combine 
idl the parts of such a scheme — She 
might be an accomplice, but she must 
havfe had a principal^— And who could 
that principal be ?'* 

The same suspicion, the same person, 
came at the same moment, into the heads 
of both gentleman, as they sat looking 
at each other. 

*^ There is an intimacy between them'* 
•~said Alfred — " Recollect all the pains 
Lady Trailt took for ^irs. Falconer, 
istbout English Clay-^^They . . .** 

*« Mrs. Falconer ! But how could ' 

Kh6 possibly get at Lord Oldborough's 
private seal— a seal that is always locked ^ 
up^-^ seal never usfed to afiy coinmoh 
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fetter,^ aever to a&y butthoee writtea hy 
hk own Aland to aome piivate. fHend; 
and on some ymry particular ooeaiJOR — 
Since I have been with bim I have not * 
seen him use that seal three times*^ 

^ When ai^ to whom, can yoo re-^ 
collect ?" said Alfred. 

<^ I recollect ! 1 b^ve it eXiV ex* 

claimed Mr. Temple, striking the taUa 
— «* I have it . . . JBut, Lady Frances 
Arlington ! I am sorry she is gone.'' 

" Why ! what of her ? — Lady Frances 
can have notthing more to do with the 
business ?" 

^* She has a great deal moi*e, I can 
assure you — ^but without knowing it.'' 

« Of that I am certain, or all the 
world would have known it long ago---^ 
but * . . Tell me how ?— " 

<« I recollect, at the ticne when I was 
^bngling after Lady Frances . . . There's 
good in every thing . . . jyst before we 
went down to Falconer-Court, her Lady^ 
ship who, you know, has always some 
reigning fency, was distracted about 
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fb» ifltipresaioB oi seals off^ with brorid 
» , « no matter how^ but she: did>' and 
psf^d to tormeotine^ • . no*^I llioo^ 
it a.^eat; pleasure at the time • • . ta 
prooore for her all tbe {uretty aeab I 
could." . 

. V Bat, Purely, you did riot. give her 
Ldrd OldboroUgh's ?*' 
. *' I! — not ^I 1--410W. could you ima- 
gine j^iocb a thing ?" 

^' You were in love^ and imght l»Te 
forgot consequences." 

^* A man in love may forget every 
thing, I grant . . . except his fidelity^-^ 
No^-rl «ever gave the seal-*^but I per-^ 
fectly recoH^Qt Lady Frances showing it 
to me in her collection, and my. asking 
her how she canie by it."— i-**- ^ . , . 

** And.how didsbe?'.' ,. . ; * 

" FrorA the cover of a. note which the- 
Duke,. her uncle, had received, from. 
Lord Pldborough,' and I, at the' time, 
Femember€)d his Lqrdship's havjag writ-: 
ten.it to. the Duke of Greenwich on the: 



Mrlh of his grandion. Loni Oldbordugh 
kad> upon a former occasion, affronted 
1h8 Graces by seiiding him a ndte sealed 
witk a wafer — this ' time his Lordship 
took special care, and sealed it with his 
^pnyeke seal of honor.** 

" Well 1 Bttft how. does this bring the* 
fldatter home* to Mrs. Falooner ?'' said- 
Alfred. 

^* 9tay-^I am bringitig it as near 
home to her as possible — ^We all went 
dowfi to Falconer-Court togeHter — And 
there I remieniber Lady Frances had her 
^^ectien of bread-seals, aad was d&ub«- 
ktg and coloring them with vermillion: 
. % « arid 'Mrs. Falconer was so anxk>ns 
' about tbem-^and Lady Frances gave her 
several . . * I must: see Lady Frances 
again directly, to inquire whether she 
gave her, among the' rest. Lord Old- 
borough's-^ril go* to Lady Jane Gran- 
ifille's Ihiis evenipg' on purpose-^^-^But 
bad I not better go this moment to Lady 
Traat?" < 

>. Alfred advisaedy that having* traced the 
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matter tknshr^ tbcf AadAm 
giTing any alarm to Lady Trmolt, or to 
Mcs^ Falconer, bat ihonM report to 
Lord OJdboroogh mdiat progiea liad 
been made. 

Mr. Temple accordin^j went home». 
to be in readiness for his Lordship's 

retnm. ^Daring Lord OldborooghV 

driye from Windsor, the first exaltatioi^ 
of indignant pride having sabsic|eds and 
his cool judgment reflecting apon what 
had passed, he considered that, however 
satisfactory to his own mind might he 
the feding of his innoc^ice, the proofs* 
of it were necessary to satisfy the public ; 
he saw that his character woidd be left 
doahtfol, and at the mercy of his ene- 
mies, if he were in {uque and resent- 
ment hastily to resign, before he l^td 

vindicated his inti^;ritj^^ " If yont 

proofs be produced, my Lord !" — ^these 
wc^ recurred to biiD> and bis anxiety 
to obtain these proofs rose high— — and . 
high was his satisfaction the moment he 
saw his secretary ; for, by the first glance 



M Mr. Tettpte^s c6ujtflaMa!ce l!e|)df- 
cdved^ thlit so4ne discov^iy hAd tieiMi 

'Alfred, tfcftl -night, iWjeJvacI, thrwigfl 
Mr. Temple, Ws L»chWp^ request, that 
be wwild bbtaitt ifthftt farther iirfbmra^ 
tfen he* eofuld t>ela<*te to the private ^&e«i1, 
iii\ffctfte?er waj he tht)tight moi^t prnh- 
fcitt.— His Lt>fdAip trusted entirely to 
Ms didctietkm— Mr. Tanple was engaged 
with other busffftess. 

Alfred ii^3nt v^^eh*Ca!\)rme to Lady 
J^ane Oranfrne's, to tneet Lady Frances 
Arlington ; he entered iMo con?ersfttion, 
and by degrees brought her to his point, 
pfaymg afll the time with her eurfosSty, 
and hmnoring her ehildisKiness, vfMe he 
carried wt his erb9s-exattnma*ion. 

At first she could ttot reccSlefct any 
thing abotit making the serfs he taflced 
of-^** It was ia fancy *that had passed— 
frtid a past fatkjy,*' she sard, '* was like 
a ptet love, or a pafet beatity, godd for 
rrothmg but tti*efbrgotten."-^Hotwve^ 

VOL. IV. H 
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by proper leading of the witness^ arid 
sfiggestmg tiine> place^ and circum- 
stance^ he did bring to the fair lady's 
mind all that he wanted her to remem- 
ber. ** She conld not conceive what 
interest Mr. Percy could take in the 
matter ... it was some jest about Mr. 
Temple, she was sure • . . Yes, she did 
recollect a seal with a Cupid riding a 
lion, that Mr. Temple gave her just 
before they went to Falconer-Court-^ 
was that what he meant ?" 

<« No — but a curious seal" — (Alfred 
described the device). 

** Lord Oldborough's ! ^Yes, there 

was some such odd seal . , • But it was 
not given to her by Mr. Temple — she 
took that from a note to bis uncle, the 
Duke of Greenwich." 

c€ Yes — that Alfred said he knew ; 
but what did her Ladyship do with it?" 
. " You know how I got it!— ^-77-31ess 
me, you seem to know every thing I 
do and say— *You know my affairs vastly 
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well — ^you act the conjurer admirably — 
pray, can you tell me who I am to 
marry ?" — • 

" That I will — when your Ladyship 
has told me to whom you gave that 
seal ?''— 

*^ That I would, and welcome, if I 
could recollect — ^but I really can't — If 
you think I gave it to Mr. Temple, I 
assure you, you are mistaken, you. may 
ask him.'' 

^^ I know your Ladyship did not give 
it to Mr. Temple — But to whom did yon 
give it?" 
- " I remember now . . . not to any 
gentleman after all — you are positively 
out — 

^* I gave it to Mrs. Falconer.** 

** You are certain of that. Lady 
rVances Arlington ?" 

" I am certain, Mr. Alfred Percy." 

** And how can you prove it to me. 
Lady Frances ?" 

^^ The busiest way in the world . . . 
by asking Mrs. Falconer — Only I don't 
H 2 
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go ther6 lU>w inti€b> since Georgkiim 
and I hare qimirelledl-^but what can 
make you so curious about it ?'* 

** Thai's a secret*— M&y I^ask^ iTyt^ur 
Jjadysbip would know the seal ^igain if 
you saw it ? — Is this any thing like Ifee 
knpresston ?"— (showing her ttoe Isial t)n 
the foiiged cttrer). 

*' The very same that T gire Mrs; 
Falcoaer, I'll swear to it— 141 teH you 
how I know it particularly. There** a 
little outer riiti h^re^ with poiols'td it, 
which there is not t^ the other— I l&sten^ 
cd my bread -seal into an old ^^ttSiig off 
my own, from which I had lost the stone 
-—Mrs. Falconer toxik a fency td it, 
among a number of others, so I let her 
"Have it." 

** Now I have answered aH your ques- 
tions — Answer miries-*Who am I tft 
marry?'* 

** Your Ladyship will m»rfy wlio*Veir 
. . . your Ladyship p&flj^Js*^." * 

'< That wte an ambtguons «iiitw^,*' 
she dbfcerVed^ V for that she pieased^ery 



liqdy /'----r— JJv I^wlyisbip was going to 
rwft pp.witb some further quettioiis^ but 
Alfr^i pr^odiog that the etack wa« 
jkQt p^raciittod tp aaBwoT/inore explioitlj, 
left her compkbdy in the dark as tf 
mrhat hi$ meaiung h«4 hesn in this^ whole 
opAYfsroatiM. 

H^ report^ progtess^ to JLord OUU 
borough — and his Lordship slept a^ 
Qpupdijr this nigbt as he did the night 
Hftfir hf^ had beon attacl^ed by the mob. 

Th^ nokt moraipg the first person he 
d^red to Me was Mr. Falconer—- his 
Lordship s^qt for him into his. oabinet. 
, " Mr* Coaifni^iiiont{r)£alQoner5 I pro* 
misad to give you notice wheoeirar I 
should ^ee any probability of my going 
out of power." 

" Good H«yen ! my I/>rd," exclaim^ 
ed the Commtssionery starting back^r^ 
The surprise, the consternation were 
realrrtLord Oldborough had his eye 
upon him to determine that poipt. 

*^ Impossible, sqrely l^-I hope . . /* 

Hia bojie flitted at the rnoment to the 
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Dake of Gr^nwich — ^but returned irt- 
stantly — he had made no terms . . . had 
missed his time — If Lord Oldborough 
should go out of office, his place, his 
pension, gone — utter ruin. 

JLord Oldborough marked the va<^ 
cillation and confusion of his counte- 
nance, and saw that he was quite un- 
prepared. 

*' I hope . . . Merciful Powers ! I 
trust ... I thought 3rour Lordship had 
triumphed over all your enemies, and 
was firmer in favor and power than erer* 
— What can have occurred ..•?** 

Without making any answer, Lord 
Oldborough beckoned to the Commis- 
sioner to approach nearer the window 
where his Lordship was standing, and 
then suddenly put into bis band the cover 
with the forged band-writing and seal. 

'^ What am I to understand by this; 
my Lord?" said the bewildered Com-, 
missioner, turning it backwards and for-^ 
wards ..." Major Spry !— I never saw 
the man in my life . . . May I ask, my 
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Lord, what I am to comprehend frt)m 
this ?•• 

" I see. Sir, that you know nothing 
of the business.*' — 

The whole was explained by Lord 
Oldborough succinctly — ^The astonish- 
ment and horror in the poor Commis- 
sioner's countenance and gestures, and 
still more, the eagerness with which he 
begged to be permitted to try to dis- 
cover the authors of this forgery, were 
sufficient proofs, that he had not the 
slightest suspicion, that the guilt could 
be traced to any of his own family. 

Lord Oldborough's look, fixed on the 
Commissioner, expressed what it had 
once before expressed. 
. '^ Sir, from my soul, I pity you !** 

The Commissioner saw this look, and 
wondered why Lord Oldborough should 
pity him at a time when all his Lord- 
ship's feelings should naturally be for 
himself. * 

*^ My Lord, . I would engage we shall 
discover ... we shall trace it." 
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*' I btfievrtfaat I hm€ disoorered . /. 
that I have traced it/' said Lord Old- 
h wwMi gh^ ^^jdai be sighed. 

Now that sigh wa» HMNre incompre- 
hensiUe to the Commissioner than all 
the rest, aud he stood with his lipe open 
iw a moment, hdbre he covid fitter^ 

^* Wbj then resign^ mj Lord t** 

<' That is my affair/' said LoHl 0!d- 
boroQgh — " Let qb, if yon please. Sir, 
think of years, for, probably, this is the 
oiftly time I shall ever more ha?e it in 
my power, to be of the least service to 
you/' 

*^ Ob, my Lord! My Lord, don^t 
My so," said the Commissioner^ quite 
forgetting all his artificial manner, and 
speaking nciturally^ — *^ the last time yon 
shall have it in your power ! . . • Oh, my 
dear Lord, . don't say so !" 

«* My dear Sir, I must — it gites me 
pain — yon see it does/' 

<^ At such a time as this, to think of 
me instead of yourself , . , My Lord, I 



ne^eff kn^w y^m lUJ this moment^^so 

*^ Nor I, you, Sir'---flwd Lord Olcl^ 
borough—'* It is the o^re unforttinate 
for us botb^ thafc our coonexioaaQd ia#- 
tcccoufse mufltaow for ever ceaa^.'' 

^vNeverji nevmr, xay Lord, if yiHi 
were to go out of poorer U> morrow . . ^ 
which (^MKrea, in it's im^ rcy aad justice^ 
forbid ! . • • « I. could never fotigi^ Ihe 
g^>odiiess: ... I would Beyer desert . . . 
in spite of all interest • . . I should oottr 
tinne * » - ^ '^^^ y^^^ Lordship would 
permit me to pay my duty ... all ii^teo- 
4Wirse oould nerer ceas^'^ 
, . Lord OJdfeorougii saw» and almocft 
smiled at the i^uggle between the cour^ 
tier and the n)^«^-the cpufosioa in the 
CommissicMier's mind, between his feei«- 
ings and his interest* Partly his I^ord*^ 
abip rdieved, and partly he paiuad Mr. 
Falconer, by ntying, in his firm tone, 
'I. f^ I thank yen, Mr», Falaoner-^but aU 
jntevoi^nrse must of ase^*^ After diis hour 
we meefc no more. I beg yon^ Sir, to 
H 5 



ISA PATRONAGE. 

collect your spirits — and to listen to m^ 
calmly — Before this day is at anend^ 
you will understand why all further ia- 
tercourse between us would be useless 
to your interest, and incompatible with 

my honor. Before many hours are 

past, a blow will be, struck, which will 
go to your heart ... for I see you have 
one . . . and deprive you of the power of 
thought — It is my wish to make that 
blow fall as lightly upon you as pos- 
sible." 

" Oh, my Lord,, your resignation 
would indeed be abloyVj I could never 
recover . . . The bare apprehension de- 
prives me at this moment of all power of 
thought, . . . but still 1 hope." ... 

" Hear me. Sir, I beg, without inter- 

ruption, It is my business to think 

for you — Go immediately to the Duke of 
Greenwich, make what terms with him 
you can — ^make what advantage you can 
of the secret of my approaching resigna- 
tion, a secret I now put in your power, 
to communicate to his Grace— and which 
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ma one yet suspects — I having told it to 

no one living but to yourself. Go 

quickly to the Duke — time presses — I 
*^ish you success — and a better patron 
than I have been, than my principles 
ni^ould permit me to be — Farewell, Mr. 
Falconer/* 

The Commissioner moved towards the 
door, when Lord Oldborough said, 
** Time presses y* — but the Commissioner 
3topped — turned back — could not go . . • 
The tears, — real tears — rolled down his 
cheeks Lord Oldborough went for- 
ward, and held out his hand to him — 
The Commissioner kissed it, with the 
reverence with which he would have 
kissed his sovereign's hand, and bowing, 
be involuntarily backed to the door, as 
if quitting the presence of Majesty. 

^^ It is a pity that man was bred a 
mere courtier, and that he is cursed with 
a £unily, on none of whom there is any 
dependance" — thought Lord Oldborough 
w-as the door closed upon the Commis- 
sioner for ever* 
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Lord Oldborough iMayad m hoiir 
purpoddy, to give Mti Fdlo<MMr advati- 
«8ge of the day with the Duke of Graeil- 
wkh: thMi orderod h\p emmrngti, and 
drove • ... to Mr^ Falomier'^ 

Great wai her surprise at Che minis* 
ter's entrance. 

. • ^ Concerned the Commiieioner was 
not at home." 

'' My busunesf is with Mnk Faloonen** 

^' My Lord • . . your LordsMp, . . . 
tiie honor and ^^pleasare^ ef a visit . . . 
Georgtana, my dear/* ... 

Mrs. Fakxmer npdded to her dstughter^ 
who most unwillingly • . . and as if dying 
:wtt& Cttrtosity^ retSMd**^ 

The smile died awi^ upon Mrs^ Fal* 
con tr^'S lips, as she observed the stern 
gravity of Lord Otdboroagh's oounte- 
nance — She moved a chair towards his 
Lordship — be stood, and leaning cm the 
back of the cbwr^ paused, as be ioaked 
at her.-«-*^ — »- 

i< What is to o0ffie?T-*«Citimiagham 
perhaps !'*... thoi^tXbrs^ Falcomt^^ 



^ or pvAmpMi 80methmg about John — 
When Witt he ipnk ? « ^ . . I oim • t «... 
imttsC ••.<.*. 

<^ £ am bappjr to me jroor Lonbhtp 
looking so welU'*-~ 

^^ Is Mrs. Falconer acqiUMOted with 
lady Trantr-— 

" JLady Trant . . • Yes, my Lord/* 

** Marcy ! Is it possible !~No, for 
her own sake she wookl not betray me^'^ 

• . . thooglit Mrs. Falconer. 

<' iDtimately^" said Lord Oklbo. 
rough. 

* ^^ Intimately • • « . That h as one's 
intimate with ctery body . . * eif a cer- 
taia sort . . . one visits • . • but no fiirther 
« « . I can't say I ba:re the honor'* . . . 

Mrs. Falconer waa so distracted by 

tse^ng Lord ddhor^ugh searching in bis 

q)ooketbookfet a letter, that in spite of 

- alt her psesence of afrind^ she knew not 

jwfaat she said $ apd all * her preiance of 

countenance failed, when Lovd Oldbo- 

^T^jon^h placed before luer eyes, the cover 

-^dimctedioCikptaipiNmttalU ' 
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^' Can you guess how this came into 
Lady Trant's possession. Madam ?'' 

** I protest^ my Lord/' . . . her voice 
trembling, in spite of her utmost efforts 
to command it — " I don't know, ... J 
nor can I conceive" .... 

" Nor can you conceive by whom it 
was written. Madam ?*' 

^^ It appears, .... It bears a resem- 
blance . . • some likeness ... as far as I 
recollect .... but it is so long since I 
have seen your Lordship's own hand . . . 
And hands are so like . . . sometimes . . • 
And I am so bad a judge . . . . Every 
hand, aU fashionable hands, are so like." 

" And every sjeal, like every seal ?*'-— 
said Lord Oldborough, placing the coun^ 
terfeit seal before Mrs. Falconer. — 

*^ I recpmmeiid it to you. Madam, to 
waste no further time in evasion : but to 
deliver to me theoounterpart of this seal, 
the impression of my private seal, which 
yen had from Lady Frances Arlington." 

" A mere bread *seal! ... .her Lady- 
ship surely has not sajd, ^ • . • I really 
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have lost it, .... if I ever had it . . • , 
I declare your Lordship terrifief me so^ 
by this strange mode' ' ... 

^^. I recommend it to you once more^ 
Madam, and for the last time^ I earnestly 
recommend it to you, to deliver up to m% 
that seal, for I have sworn to my belief, 
that it is in your possession ; a warrant 
has in consequence been issued, to seize 
and search your papers, . . . the persons 
who are to execute it are below — ^The 
purport of my present visit . . . of which 
I should gladly have been spared the 
pain, is to save y-ou. Madam, from the 
public disgrace of having a warrant exe- 
cuted. Do not faint. Madam, if you 

can avoid it, nor go into hysterics — for 
if you do— ^I must retire — And the war- 
rant must be executed — your best course 
is to open that desk, to give me up the 
seal^ to make to me at this instant a full 
confession of all you know of this trans- 
action— *-If you do thus, — for your 
httsbdnd's sake. Madam, I will, as &r as 
I can consistently with what is due to 
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joyselfi i^are you the shame of ml 
jirreat/' 

Mrs. Falcooer, with tremUing hands^ 
wdocked the desk, delivered the aem). 

^^ And a letter which L see in this seme 
biuid writing, Mad^m, if 3110U please. "-^ 

She gave ifc j - A od then unable to 
Mtpipart herself longer, sunk npon a so&, 
•^^But she neither feinted nor screamed, 
»-»-$be was awar^ of the conseqnencest^ 
X/>rd Oldhorough opened the window, 
to give her aif "" S he was netieved by ^ 
burst Kii te^rs-^and was silent--***~and 
nothing wa^ heard but her sobs, which 
she aideaitored to suppress in vain i> ' ,j . | 
She wa^ more relieved on looking up by 
one glaoce at Lord Qldborongh's comu 
tenance, where she saw oompasfijioa 
-working strongly .-T- 

' But before she CQuld take any ^dvane 
tage of it, the expression was changed, 
the ffeeling . waa controlled, be was oos* 
scions of it's weakness — he reooHeeted 
what public jni^tioe, and Just^^e- to his 
own.xharadier teqwed-rrhe recollected 



alt the treachery, the Qriminality, of 
which sbe had beea guiliy. 
* ^^ Madam, yon are not now in a con- 
ditioB I see to explain yourself farther, — 
I will relieve you from my presence-'^jiy 
reproaches yon will nev«r bes»r*-Bat I 
shall expect frc^m you, before one hour, 
sUcfa an avowal in writing of this whole 
transaction, as may, with the writi;en con- 
fession of Lady Tranf, afford the proofs 
which are dne to my Sovereign, and tj6 
the pnblic, of my integrity.'^ 

Mrs. Falconer bowed her head,— • 
covered her fcice— clasped her hands in 
agony ; as Lord Oidborough retired, she 
sprang up, followed to throw herself at 
Uts feet, yet without knowing what she 
conld say. 

** The Commissioner is innocent !— If 
yon forsake him he is undone-^ AH, all o£ 
tis, utterly ruined; — Oh, Georgiana! 
Gedrgianal whore are you? speak for 

^ Georgiana was in an inner apartment^ 
trying on a new roheyAta Ge&rgtenne* 
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" Whatever you may wish farther to 
say to me. Madam/' said Lord Old- 
borough, disengaging himself from her^ 
and passing decidedly on, before Geor- 
giana appeared — ** You will put in 
writing, and let me have within this hour 
— or never/' 

Within that hour. Commissioner Fal- 
coner brought, for Lord Oldborougb, 
the paper his wife had drawn up — but 
the Commissioner was obliged to deliver 
it to Mr. Temple, for Lord Oldborough 
had so ordered, and his Lordship per- 
severed in refusing to see him more — 

Mrs* Falconer's paper was worded with 
all the art and address of which she was 
mistress, and all the pathos she could 
command — Lord Oldborough looked 
only for facts — these he marked with his 
pencil, and observed where they corro- 
borated and where they differed from^Lady 
Trant's confession, which Mr. Temple 
had been charged to obtain during hiis 

L^prdship's visit* to Mrs. Falconer. . 

The greater part of the night Lord Old^ 
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bonmgh and Mr. Alfred Percy were 
employed arranging these documents, so 
as to put the proofs in the clearest and 
shortest form, to be laid before his Ma- 
jesty the succeeding day. 

It appeared, that Mrs. Falconer had> 
been first tempted to these practices by 
the distress for money, into which extra- 
i?agant entertainments — or, as she stated, 
the expenses incident to her situation — 
expenses which far exceeded her inconae, 
had led her. It was supposed, from her 
having kept open house at times for the 
minister, that she and the Commissioner 
had great influence ; she had been ap-* 
plied to, presents had been offemd, and 
she had long withstood. But, at length; 
Lady Trant acting in concert with her, 
they had been supplied with information 
by a clerk in one of the oflices, a relation 
of Lady Trant, who was a vain, incau^ 
tious youth, and, it seems, did not know 
tiie use made of his indiscretion — He 
told what promotions he heard spoken of 
'-«^what commissions were making out-~ 
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Tlie ladtes prophesied^ and their pra« 
pheciet being accomplished, they gaiaed 
credit. For some time tlney kept them-* 
selves behind the scenes-^and nEiaoy, 
applying to A. B. — aiid dealing with they 
did not know whom> paid for promotion, 
which would have come unpaid for-— ~^ 
Others paid and were never prooiotedi 
and wrote letters^ of reproacJh — ^Captatn 
Nuttall wa« among these, and he it. wm« 
who, finding himself dup?d, first stirred 
in the bminess, and. by mie^ms oi an 
active member of opposition, to wh<Mm be 
made known hi9 secret s^i^vanc^,, brought 
the; whole to light. 

, The proofs arra^ge^ , f • (aqd Lord 
Oidborongh paver riiq>t till they were pet* 
fected) he repo6e4 tranquilly— The next 
day, asking an a^dicHace of bia Majesty, 
he simply laid the papers on hts M^'ea^ 
ty's table, obsqrviixg, Xh^X he ha4 beea sq 
fprtunj^te a$ tp succeed in tmcipg th« 
forgery, and that be trusted theee p^pera 
coutained all the necessary proofe. 
Hi$ X4Qrd9bip bowed aad letired in* 
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staiMly> leating hH Maj^ty to exitttibe 
the ^p^tis Al^ti^. 

Ithe wsoltttion «o resign Ms miniiterial 
8tatJ6^> h^A btig b6M fomihig in Lord 
OIdb6rai%h's m\tvA. It was not a redolu- 
tion lakeh soddenly In ptiie or pique, 1>tit 
tift» reflection, and iipoti str6ng reasons. 
Itwas ameasire whicfh he had long been 

i^rolniigin his secret thoughts.^ Dn^ 

ring the^nthfisiasni of political life, the 
provtefbiit warnings against the vanity 
0ir atmb^tien, and the danger of de^ien^ 
dmitfe on the fkvor of prmceis, had passed 
on his ear but as H sehool-bby's lesson, 
a p(hY£^e ^ to poftit a tnorcti, or adorn a 
tirfe/ He was not n reading man, and 
th^ttittxitns of books be disregarded^ 
dtsbriieftted; biit ki the observations he 
tiMKle foi^ himself he trasted ; the lessons 
he dt-dw from liffe were ttever lost npon 
h^, and lie a€it4^ in consequence of 
that which he bdi^v^, with a decision^ 
vigor, and in variability, sekkto found 
^en among philo5ophers.-^**-*Of lifte 
y%^k at h«d; in real lifSft, eeen f^tfikmg 
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instances of the treachery of courtiers, 
and had felt some symptoms of insecurity 
in the smile of princesi— —Fortune hiad 
been favorsd>le to him — she was fickle-^ 
he feared her — he determined to quit her 
before she should change — Ambition, it 
is true, had tempted him 5 he had risen 
to her highest pinnacle, he would not 
be hurled from high, he would descend 
voluntarily, and with dignity.— —Lord 
Oldborough's habits of thought were as 
different as possible from those of a meta- 
physician ^ he had reflected less upon 
the course of his own mind, than upon 
almost any other subject ; but he knew 
human nature practically; disquisitions 
9n habit, passion, or the sovereign good, 
were unread by him, ^ nor, in the course 
of. his life, had he ever formed a system, 
moral or prudential ; but the same pene* 
ti;ation, the $axne longanim^^ which en^ 
aUed him to govern the affairs of agreat 
nation, gave^ him, when bis attention 
turned towards himself, ^prhagance fi» 
hi;} ow,^ j^appinfus.— ir*-Jn the meudiau 
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of life, he had cherished ambition as the 
only passion, that could supply him with 
motive strong enough to call great 
powers into great action. Bat of. late 
years he had felt something, not only of 
^he waywardness of fortune, but of the 
approaches of age — ^not in his mind, but 
in his health, which had stt£fered by the 
exertions of his mind. The attacks of 
hereditary gout. had become more vio- 
lent, and more frequent. If he lived, 
these would, probably, often incapaci- 
^te him, at seasons, from his arduous 
ministerial duties — Much, that he did 
well, must be ill done by deput y > ■ 
He had ever reprobated the practice of 
Jeaving the business of the nation to fot 
done by clerks and underlings in office.*-* 
.Yet to this the minister, however able, 
however honest, must come at last, if 
he persist in engrossing business and 
power, beyond what an individual can 
,wield. — Love for his country, a sense of 
bis own honor, integrity, lind consist- 
^eocy, here! combined to determine this 
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great miciidt^ to retire while it was y#t 
tittle, to secure, at once, tive ^iigntty 

aod happiness of Ifae evening of li fe" 

The day had been defoled to good ami 
high purposes-*-— that wa« 'ODOo^l^^^e 
Maid now, self-satisfied and fnll of honori 
bid adieu to ambition.— — This resoitt^ 
tion, oiK^e formed, was fixed. In vain 
^Ten h\s sov^eign endearored to 4i^ 
soade him from carrying it into ex^^ 
cntton. 

When the King had e^n^iied ^le 
papeirs, which Lord Oklborough bad Hkd 
bisfore him, his Majesty sent for bis 
I/Ofdship again, and the moment the 
minister entered the oabinet, his iMfajesty 
•ipnessed his perfect satisi&iction inseeing, 
that fab Lordship had, with so little 
tvonble, and with his usual ability^ go^ to 
Uie bottom of ibis mSbir. 

Whcit was to be done next 1- * * "T ^e 
I>Qke "Of Greenwicb was to be sum^ 
lBoned«--4i!s Grace was^n astolHshment, 
wben he saw the papers which coiMtined 
litsrdCIUUMMAigb's complete tiMUcation, 
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and the crimination of Mrs. Falconer — 
Through the whole, a3 he read on> his 
Grace had but one idea, viz* ^^ Commis- 
sioner Falconer has deceived me with 
iaise intelligence of the intended resigna- 
tion." Not oi)e. word was said by 

Lord Oldborough to give his Grace 
hope of t^at events till the member /of 
opposition by whom the forged letters 
had been produced,, tilhall tl^se who 
knew or had heard any thin^ of the trans- 
action, were clearly and ftilly appHsed 
of the trjuth—r— r After this t was esta- 
blished, and that aUtsaw Lord QkU»o- 
fough clear and bright in honor, and, at 
least apparently, as firm In power as he 
had ever been, to the aMonishment of 
his sovereign his Lordship, begged per- 
mission to resign. , 

Whatever might haye been the effect, 
of misrepresentation to lower Lord Qldr 
borough's favQi', at the moment when, he 
spoke of retiring, his .King recollected 
all his past services; all that.njuist^ in 
future, be hazarded a]\d lost in parting 

vox:. IV. I * 
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"wilh stach a miniiter! m ^tnmeiit ki 
iobilities, 4»frach«ria4 inAegthyj cfsoch 
fideii^ imoh attachnumt to bk pen&Uy, 
siBLch m Healous siqpporter <]f royalty, *siich 
m fiiTorite with his people, so successful 
JK wdi as to Me a minister 1 Never was 
lie so mach vdaed as at this ihiottieiit. 
All bb sovereign's eariy attachment re- 
tained in foil strength and warmth. 

** No, my Lord, yon must not — ^yon 
wfll'iiot leave me !" 

"Diese simple words, spoken with the 
warmth of the heart, touched Lord Old- 
iMToiigh m^re tlmn can be told. It was 
diifiealt to rerist them from a sovereign 
•^especially when he saw tears in the 
eyes off the monarch whom he loved 

But bis resolution was taken *He 

thanked his Majesty, not with the com- 
monplace thanks of courtiers, but with 
Ills wbole heart and soul he tiianked his 
Miyesty fcir this gracious condescension 
— tills testimony of approbation^-^these 
pFO<lfs of sensibility to bis attactraient, 
whieb paid--M>verpaid htm, in a moment. 
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.^:lb€ta would be the^lory, the- sqlace 
4^.his jEigis — <mild3iever leave his memory 
.Vf^iieiife Ia8te4--wciiltf^ lie tlujught, be 
present to him, if he should fetam' bis 
iQ^eeai, in bis <ijifig^ ;mbment--''~iBtit--^ 
he was, iii the micbt of this strong feci- 
ii%, £nn to tbe cesolutioii hss reasdir 'had 
taken.—— He* immbljr retpresedted, thUt 
he had waited for ^fmotdblt timcf, when 
the affairs of the coiinWy ivetie in a pros- 
{>eroas traSti, ^fi^hen &ere were few^dif- 
- fi^tdties 4o lembarMwg thcfse whonhl 'liis 
'Majesty inight nanke to sQdc6#d/^to iris 
place at 'the head of adminikr^b^b — 
There were ttitiny who were ambciri]9rs 
of that stlktiin!>^Zeal, talents, and :Mie 
•^activity of yonth, wereatTris 'Migwky^^ 
command. Ix>r himself, he ibund it 
tiecessary for bis health, and happiness, 
to retire firom puUic business^ and to 
t^ign the anlnims trust, witii which he 
h^ heen honored. 

*' My Lord, if I must accept of your 
x^igaaticm, I ipusfc-f^but I do. it with 
12 
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regret— -Is there any thiiig yoor Loidr 
ship wishes • . . any thing yon will name, 
for yourself or yonr friends^ that I can 
do, to show my sense of your services 
and merit ?'' 

** For myself, your Majesty's bounty 
has left me nothing to wish." 

*• For your friends then, my Lord ? — 
Let me have the satisfaction of obHgiiig 
you through thatn/' 

Nothing could be more gracious, or 
more gratifying than the whole of this 
parting audience.— ^It was Lord Oldbo- 
rough's last audiencei 

The news of his resignation^ quickly 
whispered at Court, was not that day 
publicly known or announced. The next 
morning his Lordship's levee was crowd- 
ed beyond example in the memory of 
ministersa Mr. Temple^ by his Lord- 
ship's order, announced as soon as possi- 
ble the minister's having resigned. — ^All 
were in astonishment — many in sorrow**^ 
isome few — a very few of the most insig- 
nificant of the crowd, persons incapable 



PATRONAGE. 178 

of generous sympathy, who thought they 
eould follow their own paltry interests 
unnoticed, left the room in consequence 
of Mr. Temple's information, without 
paying their farewell respects to this 

great minister minister now no 

more. 

The moment he appeared, there was 
sudden silence. — All eyes were fixed upon 
him, every one pressing to get into the 
circle. 

^^ Gentlemen, thank you for these 
mm'ks of attention — of r^ard — Mr. 
Temple has told you .... you know, 
my friends, that I am a man without 
power."-— 

*' We know," answered a distinguish* 
ed gentleman, ^^ that you are Lord Old- 
borough.-r-With or without power, the 
same in the eyes of your friends^ and of 
the British nation." 

Lord Oldborough bowed low, and look- 
^ gratified. — His Lordship then went 
round the circle with an air more cheer- 
ful, more free from reserve, than usual; 
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^yith something in his manner more of 
sensibility, but nothing Hess of dignity. 
All who merited distinction, he distTn^ 
guished* by some few appropriate word^ 
which each remembered afterwards, ah'd 
repeated to thehr families and firiencT^; 
He spoke or listened to each individdaT 
With the Attention of one, who is court- 
ing, not quittrng popularity. Free from 
that restraint and responsibility, \^hicH 
his public and ministerial duties had lin- 
posed upon hidi, he now entered into ihe 
private concerns of aU, and gave his part- 
ing assistance or counsel. — He n6te<f ail 
grievances — registered all promises that 
ought to be recommended to the care of 
his successor in oflBice. The wishies of 
many, to whom he had forborne to give 
any efacouragement, he now iihiexpect- 
edly fulfilled and surpitesed. When Atl 
were satisfied, and had nothing more to 
ask, or to hope, from him, they yet de- 
ay6d, and parted frotn Lord Oldborough 
with difficulty and regret. — 
A proof that justice commands more 
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than, an J otber qualUy^ f^ veapiect and 
gratitiide of «a^Dkind»-^TaJb;ie lime and 
iiai|ibeir$ into the calQ«l«tMMib and alldifip* 
coyeFj, in tbeiv tiurn^ the adyantege of 
t^9 virtai^ Tbis^ inisi$ter> a few vegret. 
tedimtaac^ e^€^pl;ed»---bad ^hown no 
fiMTCVi bii^ s^qt i^ce^ in bis patronage* 
j^l iAc4 QldbwosghV requests for his 
^i^wM it^ere grafted, all Us recoimnen-^ 
datwoa attended to; it was grateful to 
hiDSt to k^y that his influence lasted afikec 
h\» powev had ceased. Though the sun 
had apfMureutly aet^ it's parting rays coti-^ 
tnnied to brighten and cheer the pros- 
pec*. 

. Und^ a new minister^ Mr. Temple 
declined accepting! of the embassy, wjbicb 
had been entered to him. Remnneratioa 
ttiitable to hi^s senrices, and to the high 
terms, in which Lord Oldborough had 
spoken of his merit, was promised 3 and 
without waiting to see in what form, or 
manner, this, promise would be accom* 
plisbed, tbe secretary asked, and obtained 
permission to accompany his reveired 
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master to his retireiiient. Alfired Percy^ 
Maloos and ardent in Lord Oldborough's 
service^ the jnore this ^great man's cha- 
racter Imd- risen npon hfs admiration^ had 
ah^eady hastoied to the<x>nntry to prepare 
every thing at Clermont-Pai^ for his re- 
ception. — By his orders^ that establish- 
ment had been retrenched ; by AlfredPer- 
cy's activity it was restored. — Services, 
which the richest nobleman in the laud 
could have (mrchased, or the highest h(Mre 
commanded, Alfred was prond to pay as 
a voluntary tribute to a ndi>le character. 

Lord Oldborough set.out for the coun- 
try at a very early hour in the momiog, 
and no one' previously knew* his inten- 
tions,' except Mr. Temple. He was de- 
sirous to avoid what it had been whisper- 
ed was thedesign of the people, to attend 
bim in crowds through the streets of the 
metropolis. 

As they drove out of town. Lord 
Oldborough recollected, that in some 
account either of the Duke of Marlbo- 
songh^ tor the Duke of Ormond's leaving 
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XxmdoD, nfter his didmission from court, 
it 13 said, that of all those whom the 
Puke had served, all those who had 
courted and flattered him in the time of 
his prosperity and power, none showed 
any gratitude, or attachment, excepting 
one page, who appeared at the coach 
door as his master was departing, and 
gave some signs of genuine sorrow, and 
respect. 

' ** I. am ifortunate,** said Lord Oldbo* 
rough, ^^ in having few complaints to 
make of ingratitude. — I make none.-«<- 
The few I might make,"-^continued his 
I/>rdfibip, who now rewarded Mr. Tem* 
pie's approved fidelity, by speaking to 
him with the openness and confidence of 
£fiendship, — '^ the few I might make have 
been chiefly caused by errors of my own 
in the choice of the persons I have 
obliged. — I thank Heaven, however, that 
upon the whole, I leave public life, not 
only with a good conscience, but with a 
good opinion of human nature.-^I speak 
not of courtiers;— -there is nothiag of na- 
13 
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tare aikmt tboDy-^bej are w6«t drcMW''^ 
stancet make tlieiib.^--—— Ware I to Iit^^ 
my life enter agaiD^ the hours spent vritb:: 
dourtiers are those, which I ^Mmld toMt 
wi8b.tQb«LS{iaE8d^ Bat by a staSesiiiafi^ 
or a minister, these clumc^^ avofdtd.'r^ ^ 
For myself, in j^esigninig my ministeritdi 
difice, I might say, as Charies the Fifths 
when be abdicated, said to his successor^ 
^ I leave you a heavy burthen ; for since 
my sboulders have borne it, I have tiot 
passed one day exempt ftom di8t[ut6^ 
t«de.' 

*' 'Bat from the first moment I started 
in the course of ambition, I Was aware 
that tranquillity must be sacrificed, anil 
to the last moment I abided by the 
sacrifice. The good I had tb view, I 
have reached, — ^the priize, at which rl 
aimed, I have won. — ^The glory of Eng^ 
land veas my object, — her ap^irobatlbn, 
my reward.-^ — Generous people ! — ^^If 
ever I bore toil or peril in your cause, I 
am rewarded, and never shall you hear 
me say, that ^ the unffiiitfiil glories please 
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iiomore/-^-p— And the esteem of my sove* 
reign I — I possess iii — It is indefeasibly 
mine. — His fairer, iiis aintik% Vf bis to 
give, or take away.— —Never shall he 
hear from me the mailings of chsappoint* 

ed aaUtion."— — - 

J 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 



Caroline took adyantage of the oppor- 
tunity of returning home with her bro* 
ther Alfred, when he went to the coun- 
try to prepare Clermont-Park for the 
reception of Lord Oldborough. And 
BOW she saw her home again with more 
than wonted delight. Every thing ani- 
mate and inanimate seemed to smi|e 
upon her, every heart rejoiced at her 
return, and she enjoyed equally the plea- 
sure of loving, and of being beloved by 
such friends. — She had been amused and 
admired during her residence in London, 
but a life of dissipation she had always 
thought, and now she was convinced 
from experience, could never suit her 
taste or character. She would immedi- 
ately have resumed her former occu- 
pations, if Rosamond would have per- 
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mitted^ but Rosamond took entire pos- 
session of her at every moment when her 
&ther or mother had not daimed' their 
prior right to hear and to be heard. 

*^ Caroline, my dear, don*t flatter 
yourself that you shall be left in peace 
. . • See i — she is sitting down to w'rite a 
letter, as if she had not been away from 
xm these six months . • . You must write 
to Lady Jane Graiiville l-r^Well, finish 
your gratitude quickly — and no more 
writing, reading, or drawing, this day, 
you must think of nothing but talking^ 
or listening to me/' 

Much as she loved talking in general, 
Rosamond how so far pi^jeferred the plea^ 
mre of hearing, that, with her eyea 
fixed on Caroline,' her countenanoe varyi> 
ing with every variety of Caroline's ex- 
pression, she sat perfectly silent all the 
time her sister spoke.-rr-And scarcely waa 
her voice heard, even in exclamation. — 
But, during the pauses of narrative, when 
\the pause lasted more than a minute^ 
she would say^i 
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^' Go on, my dear CaroiiM^ go tco^-*^ ^ 
TeH OS soraething more/^ 

The ooiMrersartioD was intermfted b^^ 
the sodden teBtranee of Mr. Temple—*^ 
aod Resanwnd did w>t immadiatefy^find 
ber ^ency 4>( speech iocraase. JJr. ; 
Temple had seized the hnA nHunent. 
that duty and gratitude to bis maaler 
and friend permitted,- to iMffiteo to the 
HiUs) nor bad Lord OMborougb been^un* 
mindfo) of bis £^ingf. Little as hie ^ 
Lorchsbfp was disposed to think of I^fo 
aflhirs, it seengui he reeolleeted those df 
his secretary, for, the morning aflfcer their 
arrival at Clermorit^Palic, when he prof- 
fered* his services^ Lord Oldborough said, 
that he bad only to trouble Mr. Temple 
to' pay a i4sit^for him, if it would not be' 
disagreeable, to his oM friend Mr. Percy. 
^*^ Tell him that I4cnow his first wish 
will hfi to come to show me, that it is . 
the- man, not th^ minister, for whom he 
bad n regard. Tell Wm this proof of . 
his es^leem is winecessary— ^he wilfiwish 
to see me for another reason-*-^ is ^a ^ 



pbiloBOi^r — and will have a philoso- 
phical cariosity to discover bow I exist * "^ 
without ambition. — ^^Bitt of that be can- 
not yet form a judgment — nor can 1/ 

Therefore, if he pleases, let his visit 

be delayed till next week. — I have some 
papers to arrange, which I should Wish 
to show him, and I cannot have them 
sooner in ^eadiness.~>If you, Mr. Tem- 
ple, can contrive to pass this week at 
Mr. Percy -s, let me not detain you. — 
There is no fear,'' added he, smiling, 
'^ that in solitude I shotild be troubled 
by the spectre, which haiinted the Duke : 
of Lermain his retirement/^ 

Never was hian happier than 1\fr. 
Temple, when he found himself in the 
midst of the family cilrcle at the Hills, 
and seated beside his mistress, free from , 
ail cares, ail business, all intrigues of 
courtiers, and restraints of office> no 
longer in the horrors of attaidance and' 
dependance, but with the promise of a . 
competent provision for life, with the 
consciousneas of it^s having be^ honor* 



ia4 PATBpNAGE^ 

ably obtaioed ^ and^ to brighten alU the 
hop^j the delightful hope, of soon pre- 
V9iiling on the woman he loved> to be-* 
come his for ever^ 

Alfred Percy had been obliged to re- 
turn flirectly to London, and for once ia 
his life Mr. Temple profited by the ab-* 
^nce of his friend. In the small house 
at the HiRs, Alfred's was the only room, 
tliat could have be^n spared for him^. 
;^nd in this room, scarcely fourteen feet 
square, the ex-secretary found himself 
lodged more entirely to his satisfaction^ 
than he had ever been in the sumptuous 
apartments of the great. The happy 
are not fastidious as to their accommo- 
dations, they never miss the painted 
ceiling, or the long arcade, and their 
slumbers require no bed of down. 
Ttie lover's only fear was, that this 
happy week would pass too swiftly; 
and, indeedj time flew unperceived by 
him, and by Rpsamond* One fine day, 
after dinner, Mrs. Percy proposed, that 
ipstead of sitting longer in the house^ 
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they should have their desert of straw- 
berries in some pleasant place in the 
lawn or wood. Rosamond eagerly se- 
conded this proposal^ and whispered^ 

•* Caroline's bower." — 

Thither they went. This bower of 
Caroline's^ this favorite spot> Rosamond^ 
during her sister's absence^ had taken 
delight in ornamenting^ and it did credit 
as much to her taste^^ as to her kindness. 
She bad opened a view on one side^ to a 
waterfall among the rocks^ on the other^ 
to a winding path descending through 
the glen. Honeysuckle, rose, and eg- 
lantine, near the bower, were in rich 
and wild profusion; all these, the song 
of birds, and even the smell of the new 
mown grass, seemed peculiarly delightful 
to Mr. Temple. Of late years, he had 
been doomed to close confinement in a 
capital city; but all his tastes were rural, 
and, as he said, he feared he should ex- 
pose himself to the ridicule Dr. Johnson 
throws on those, ^^ who talk of sheep and 
goats, and who babble of green fields^'' 
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'Mr. Percy thought Dr. Johtifimi watsr 
rather too intolerant of rnral deseriptio&i 
and of the praises of a country IJfe, but^ 
acknowledged, that he quite agreed yniH 
him in disliking pastorals — excepting al* 
ways that beautiful pastoral, ^^ The €ren- 
tie Shepherd." — ^Mr. Percy said, that, ij^ 
bis opinion, a Kfe purely pastoral nost^ 
if it could be realised, prare adinsuffi^r*^ 
ably tiresome in reality, as it usually i^ 
Ibund to be in fiction. He hated Delias^ 
and shepherdesses, and declared that h€ 
should soon grow tired of any compa- 
nion, with whom he had no other occu- 
pation in common but " tending a fern 
sheep.'^ There was a vast diflisrence, htr 
thought, between pastoral anddomestit^ 
Kfe. His idea of domestic Kfe comprised* 
all the varieties of literature, exercise,' 
and amusement for the faculties, witb 
the delights of cultivated society. - 

The conversation turned from jKistoral^ 
Kfe and pastorals, to Scotch and English'^ 
ballads and sotigs. Their inarious merits^ 
of simplicity, pathos, or elegance, were 
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eottlpared ^nd dtscffssed. After ^* the 
Beligues of Ancient Poetry'^ had been 
safficiently admired^ Rosamond aod Ca* 
r^iite mentioned two modern composi* 
tipms^ both by the same author, each 
exquisite m it^s different style of poe- 
try, one beautiful, the other sublime. 
Rosamond's favorite,, was " the Exile qf 
Erin.^* — Caroline's " the Mariners of 
England r To justify their tastes, they 
repeated the pdems. Caroline fixed the 
attention of the company on the flag, 
which has 

'' Brair'd a thousand jean the battle and the breeze,** 

when suddenly her own attention seemed 
to be distracted by some object in th^ 
gten below. She endeavored to go on, 
but her voice faltered, her color changed.. 
Rosamond, whose quick eye followed, 
her sister's, instantly caught a glimpse 
of a gentleman coming up the path from 
the glen. Rosamond started from her 
seat, and cla$ping h6r hands, exclaimed. 
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'' It is! It is he!— It is Count AI* 
tenberg !" 

They had not recovered from their 
astonishment^ when Count Altenberg 
stood before them. — ^To Mr. Percy, to 
Mrs. Percy, to Rosamond, [to each he 
spoke, before he said one word to Caro- 
line. — But one look had said all, had 
spoken, and had been understood. 

That he was not married she was cer« 
tain — ^for that look said he loved her-*- 
and her confidence in his honor was se- 
cure. Whatever had delayed his return, 
or had been mysterious in his conduct, 
she felt convinced, that he had never 
been to blame. ■ 

And on his part did he read as dis- 
tinctly th^ truth in her countenance ?-*- 
Was the high color, the radiant pleasure 

in that countenance unmarked ? The 

joy was so veiled by feminine modesty, 
that he doubted, trembled, and if at la^t 
the rapid feelings ended in hope, it was 
respectful hope. With deference the 
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most marked^ mingled with dignity, 
tenderness^ and passion^ he approached 
Caroline* He was too ddicate^ too 
well-bred^ to distress her by distinguish* 
ing her more particularly, but as he 
took the seat, which she left for him 
beside her mother, the open and serene 
expression of her eye, with the soft 
sound of her voice, in the few words she 
answered to what he said, were enough 
to set his heart at ease. The sight of 
Mr. Temple had at first alarmed the 
Count, but the alarm was only momen- 
tary. One glance at Rosamond reas- 
sured him. 

Ideas, which it requires many words to 
tell, passed instantaneously with the ra- 
pidity of light. — ^After they were seated, 
some minutes were, spent in common- 
place questions and answers, such as 
those/ which Benjamin Franklin would 
wisely put all together into one formula, 
to satisfy curiosity. Count Altenberg 
Janded the preceding day, had hot stop- 
ped to see any one in England, had not 
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iMsid of liord OMboroogh'sreng- 
iBftlion; had proceeded dtrecdj to Ike 
hSBs, bad left liis e^ipage at a towo a 
ifiev miles distanfe — thovgfatiie bad been 
ftiHjrmaater of Ae weD*kiiowa road^rbnt^ 
Ibe approach having been lately dumged, 
lie had mined his way. 

This settled^ to make room fi»r a qture 
mteiesling explanation, Mr. Tempkliad 
the politeness to withdraw. BosaoKHid 
had the liumaBity, and Carbine ihe 
discretion, to accompany him in his 
widk. 

Conat Altenberg then said, addressing 
himself to Mr. Percy, on whose ir^ard 
be seemed to har^ reliance^ tmd to Mrs. 
Percy, whom he appeared most ianxions 
to interest in his fatof. 

*^ Yon certainly^ Sir^ as a man of pe- 
netration) and a father i yon, madlun, 
as a mother, and as a lady, who mtast 
have been accustomed to the adnpirai^on 
of onr tex, could not avoid seeing> when 
I was in this country before, that I Mt 
the highest admiration> that I had formpd 
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the strongest atta<^ttient for your dau^- 
ter ? — Miss Caroline Percy." 

Mr. and Mrs. Percy both acknow- 
ledged, that they thought <3ount ^Hen- 
• ber^ had ^hown some preferaice fiwr Ca- 
roline; but as he had never declared bis 
itttachment, they had not felt themselves 
justified in mferring more from his at- 
tentionS) than his general good opifiioi^. 
— ^A change in his mann^» which. they 
obser^ved shortly "before they ifUittQi 
Hungerford-Castle^ had impressed them 
with the idea» that he -bad no such views 
as they had once been led to imagine^ 
vand their never haying beard any tiling 
frqsfi him since^ had confirmed them in 
this belief. 

*' Painfill . • . • exquisitely paififul5 as 
it was to me>" said Count Altenberg, 
*? 1 felt myself bpund in lienor to leave 
you in that errpr^ and at all hai^rds to 
imyseify.tp stt%r y9^to continue under 
th^t^p^snasionj^ 1^1 Wfts then, and have 
been till within these f^w, ^ays, in dread 
x>f being ob^ged to fulfil an engagement. 
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made without my concurrence or know- 
ledge, and which must for ever have pre- 
cluded me from indulging the first wish 
of my heart. — ^The moment, literally the 
moment I was at liberty, I hastened 
hither, to declare my real sentiments, 
and to solicit your permission to address 
your daughter. — But before I can ex- 
pect that permission, before I can hope 
for your approbation of my suit, an ap- 
probation, which I am well aware, must 
depend entirely upon your opinion of my 
character — ^I must, to explain whatever 
may have appeared unintelligible in my 
conduct, be permitted to make you fully . 
acquainted with the circumstances, in 
which I have been placed. 

Beginning with the history of his fa- 
ther's letters and his own, respecting the 
projected marriage with the Countess 
Christina, he related, nearly as follows, 
all that passed, after his having, in obe- 
dience to his father's, summons, returned 
home* — He found contracts drawn up 
and readv for his signature — the friends 



PATRONAGE. l&S 

of both £unilies i^ri$ed of the proposed 
alliance^ aad- every thing actually pre- 
pared for his marriage. . Remonstrances 
with his father were vain. — ^The old 
Count said that it was impossible to 
break off the match, that his honor and 
the honor of his house was pledged. — 
But independently of all promises, he 
considered the accomplishment of this 
marriage as most desirable and advanta- 
geous; with all the vehemence of affec- 
tion, and all the force of parental autho- 
rity, he charged his son to fulfil his 
engagements. The old Count was a 
fond, but an imperious father ; a good, 
but an ambitious man. It was his belief, 
that love is such a transient passion, 
that it is folly to sacrifice to it's indulgence 
any of the solid and permanent interests 
of life. His experience at courts, and 
his observation on the gallantries of young 
princes and nobles, had taught him to 
believe, that love is not only a transient, 
but a variable and capricious feeling, 
easily changing it's object, and subsist** 

TOL. IV. K 
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ing ooljr by novelty. All that hig sent 
said of his attachment tQ . Caroline, Qf% 
the certainty of it'/s permmiencei and of: 
it's being essentia) to the happiness oC- 
his life, the Either heard^ but as the^ 
common language of j^very youjth in love* 
-T-He let his squ speak without interrup^^ 
tion, but smiled iacredulousj and listened.^ 
only as to the voice of one. in the pa^: 
roxysm of a passion; which, however- 
violent, would necefsarily su1mde;r?tr^? 
Between the fits, he endeawred to Cfas^, 
trol the feveuc.of his mind, and a» a spelL* 
r^ipeated these words, .. v 

" Albprtj see and. hear the youngs 
Countess Christina — ^but once — I ask np^ 
more." 

Albert, with the respect due toafii-> 
ther, but with the. firmness due to him* 
self, and with all the coun^e, which love^ 
only could h&ve given to. oppose the^ 
authority and affection of a parent, re^: 
fused to ri^ti fy the contract that had beea:> 
prepared, and declined the proposed m**^ 
tervjew^r-.He doubted uot,. he taid« thai'> 



tfte" lady was all his father described j 
Beautifbl, amiable^ and of transcendent 
tidents^ he doubted not her power to win 
mny, but a heart already won. He would 
6)iter into no invidious Comparisons, nor 
bid defiance to her charms — his own 
choice ifas made, he was sure of his 
constancy, and he thought it not only 
the most honorable course, but the most 
respectful to the Lady Christina, inge- 
iraottsly at once, and without having any 
iiiMTVtew with her, or^ her friends, ttf 
state the trath-^hat the treaty had beeii 
commenced by his father without his 
ksiowledge, and carried on under total 
ignoraftce'of an attachment he had form- 
ed in England. The father, after some 
expressions of anger and disappointment 
was silent, and appeared to. acquiesce. 
He no longer openly urged the proposed^ 
interview, but he secretly contrived that it 
should take place. At a masked bail at- 
court. Count Albert entered Jnto conver- 
sation with a Minerva, whose majeetic 
atr and figure dtstinguisked her above 
K 2 
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her companions, whose Iangiiag(f> 
thoughts, and sentiments, perfectly siis* 
lained the character which she assmcned. 
^— He was struck with mdmiration bf 
her talents^ and by a certain elevation of 
thought and sentiment, which> in all she 
said, seemed the habitual expression of 
a real character, not the strained Ian* 
guage of a feigned personage.^^'-She took 
off her mask'-^e was dazzled by her 
beauty -^They were at this moment 
surrounded by numbers of her friends 
and of his^ who were watching the ^effect 
produced by this interview. — His father, 
satisfied by the admiration he saw in 
Count Albert's countenance, when they 
both took off their masks, approached 
and whispered-*-*^ The Countess ^Chris*- 

tina*"-* Count Altenberg grew pale, 

and for a moment stood in silent con-^ 
stemation. The lady smiled with as 
air of haughty superiority, which in 
some degree relieved him, by calling hts 
own pride to his aid, and by convincing 
httti> that tenderness, or feminine timidity^ 
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wfaich^ 1^ would have most dreaded to 
wound, were not the characteristics of 
her mind. — He instantly asked fiermis- 
«on to pay his respects to her at her 

feither's palace the ensuing day. She 

changed coIor«^arted a penetrating 
glance at the Count, and after an in- 
eomprehensible and quick alternation of 
pleasure and psun in her countenance, 
•he replied, that *^ she consented to 
grant Count Albert Altenberg that in- 
terview, which he and their mutual 
friends desired/'— ~She then retired with 
her friends from the assembly^ In spite 
of the haughtiness 4^ her demeanor, it 
had been obvious, that she had desired to 
make an impression upon Count Albert, 
and all who knew her agreed, that she 
had never on any occasion been seen to 
exert herself so much to shine and please* 
S >e shone, but had not pleased.— » 
The i&ther, however, was content; an 
interview was promised — he trusted to 
the charms and talents of the Countess,, 
b^ ttustod to her flattering desire to cap-^ 
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tlvate» and with iai|»atiaice and. confi- 
dence be waited for ttie e^eot of the sm^ 
ceediDg day. — Some interv^ng hoors^ 
a night of feverish and a^poiiizing sns- 
pense^ would have been spared to Count 
.Albert, had he at this time known aay 
thing of an intrigoe, an intrigue which 
an artful enemy had been carrying on, 
with design to mortify, disgrace, and 
ruin his house. The plan was worthy 
of him by whom it was Ibrmed. — ^M^d^^ 
Tourville — a person, between wb<tn^ 
and Count Albert there seen^ .fia 
incompatibility of char^ter, and evpn 
of manner I an ^vfnion openly^ in- 
discreetly shown by the Copnt, ..evi^Q 
from his boyish years, but cantipi^y 
concealed on the part of M. deTonrvjd^e, 
najSked in courtly smiles and a diplo- 
matic air of perfect condderation. Fear 
mixed with M. de Tonrville's dislike. 
. — He was aware^ that, if Count Albert 
continued ia confidence with thehexcidi* 
tary prince, he would, when the prince 
should assume the reins of ,govi^a|iio{itt 



become, in all probability, his prime mi- 
lliliter, and then adiea to all M. de Totiir- 
. grille's hopes of Hsing tofavor and fortune. 
. . . . Fertile in the resources of intrigue, 
political and gallant, be combined them, 
. vpon this occasion, with exquisite ad- 
dress. When the Countess Christina was 
first presented at Court, he had observed, 
that the prmcewa^ struck by her beauty. 
* M. de TourvHle took every miearis, that a 

- courtier well knows how to einploy,/to 
-■ flatter the taste, by which he hoped to 

profit. In secret he insinuated into the 
i- lady's ear, that she was admired bylfehe 

prince. • M. dtf Tourviile knew her t6T)e 

^' of an aspiring character, and Trgntly 

\ judged, that ambition was her strongest 

c passion. — When once the hope of capti- 

^ va:ting the prince had been suggested to 

her, she began to disdain the proposed 

alliance with the house of Altenberg ; but 

- she concealed this disdain^ till she could 
-ifljow it with security: she played her 

' -part with all the ability, foresight, and 
% ' G^tiMmmateprudence, of which ambition. 
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undisturbed by love^ is capable. — ^Maoj 
obstacles opposed her views. — The pror 
jected marriage with Count Albert Al- 
tenberg, — the certainty, that th^reigning 
prince would never consent to his son's 
forming an alliance with the daughter of 
a subject.— Bat the old prince was dying, 
and the Lady Christina calculated, thiri; 
till his decease she coold protract the 
time appointed for her marriage with 
Count i^lbert. — The yoong prince mighl 
then break off the projected match,-r- 
prevail upon the emperor to create her ^ 
princess of the empire, and then, without . 
derogating from bis rank, or giving 
offence to German ideas of propriety, he 
might gratify his passion, and accomplish 
the fullness of her ambition. Determined 
to take no counsel but her own, she n^* 
ver opened her scheme to any of het 
friends, but pursued her plan secretly ib 
concert with M. de Tourville, whom she 
considered but as an humble instrument 
devoted to her service. He all the while 
considering her merely as a pupp^^ 
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pfatyed by his art to secure at onoe the 
purposes of his interest and hatred. He 
thought he foresaw^ that Count Albert 
would never yield his intended bride 
peaceably to his prince; he knew nothing 
of the Count's attachment in England^ — 
the Lady Christina was charming, — the 
iMliance highly advantageous to the house 
of Altenberg^ the breaking off such a 
marriage, and the disappointment of a 
passion, which, he thought the young 
Countess could not fail to inspire, would^'; 
asMvde Touarville hoped,, produce an 
kr^arable breach between the Prince ; 
and his fovorite. On Count Albert^s' 
return from England, symptoms of alarm 
and jealousy had appeared in the Prince,; 
unmarked by all, but by the Countess 
Christina, and by the confidant, wbO) 
was in the secret of his passion. 

So far M. de Tourville's schema had 
prospered, and from the character of the 
hereditary Prince, it was likely to succeed 
in it's ultimate view.^ He was a prince of 
good dispositions,, but wanting in resolu-, 
KS 
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tion uml civU ^^nrag^ Capable ^ n« 

fisting the aUurementt of pleasure foiT^ 

certain time^ Imt soon weary i^«pai»i«il 

endurance in any cause; with a taste liir 

Tirtue, but destitute of. that power to 

bear and forbear^ without which tticse 

is^no virtue»~A hero when supported by 

a stronger tnind, soch as that of l^s 

friend^ Count Albert; but relacdng ^»id 

sinking at onGe> whei^ exposed to the in* 

fluence of a fiatterejr> such as M. 4e 

Tourville. — Subject to exquisite shatfie 

and self-reproach> when he had acted 

contrary to his own idea of right; ydt^ 

from the very same weakness that ma4e 

him err^ disposed to be obstinate ia^rrcr* 

. M. de Tourville argoed weU from JWs 

knowledge of his character^ that tke 

Prince^ enamored as be wastwith tile 

. charms of the fair Christina^ would m>t 

long he aUe to resist his passion; add 

that, if once he broke through his sense 

of honor, and declared that passiob to the 

destined iMride of his iriendy hewwildev#r 

afterwards shun and 4etest'iiie. man 
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-^vii^ he imd in^Qred.'^AU thisM. de 
^diir^lte had idmirably well coprtbinei, 
i^^^^nd man nif^ferslddd and bianaged better 
itfte^niieakne&^s of human niittirey but if^s 
<4ftrength he cduld ndt so well estimate; 
-"and as fi)r generosity , fts he could not 
^Ibdfeve in it's sincerity, he was never 
"^epared for it's effects. The struggle, 
i^which the prince made against hrs passion, 
* were greater, and of longer duration, than 
eM. de Tourville had expected. If Count 
: Albert had continued absent, the Prince 
^ might have been brought more easily to . 
^i)etray him ; but his return recalled, in the 
' inidst of love and jealousy, the sense of 
yespect he had for the superior charactier 
- ^ this friend of his early days :— he knew 
llhe value of a friend— even at the monvent 
^fae yielded his laith to a flatterer; — He 
^ could not at once forfeit the esteem of the 
I being who esteemed him most ;-^he could 
^not sacrifice the- interest, and as he 
.< thought, the happiness, of the man, who 
ileved him best.—The attachment his fa« 
uvorite had shown him, his truth, his con« 



904 PATRONAGE. 

fidiog openaess of temper, the pleasure 
in his countenance^ when he fMtw him 
first upon his return from England, b& 
these operated on the heart of the Prino^ 
and no declaration of his passion had heen 
made at the time when the appointed 
interview took place between Count Al- 
bert and the Countess Christina at her 
father's palace. Her friends, not doubt- 
ing that her marriage was on the eve of 
it's accomplishment, had no scruple, even 
in that court of etiquette, in permitting 
the affianced lovers to have as private a 
conference as each seemed to desire. — 
The lady's manner was this morning most 
alarmingly gracious. Count Albert was, 
however, struck by a difference in her 
air, the moment she was alone with him^ 
irom what it had been, whilst in thepre* 
sence of her friends. All that he might 
without vanity have interpreted as mark* 
ing a desire to please, to show him fa* 
vor, and to evince her approbation, at 
least, of the choice her friends bad made 
for her, vanished the moment those 
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firiends withdrew. What her motive*, 
might be> Count AUenfaerg ooukl not 
gue38» but ihe hope he now felt» that she 
was notTeally inclined to consider him 
with partiality, rendered it moref easy ta 
enter into that explanation, upon which 
he was, at sdl events, resolved. With all 
the delicacy due to her sex, with all th^ 
deference due to her charactl^r, and dl 
the softenings by which politeness can 
sooth and conciliate pride, he revealed toi 
the Countess Christina the real state of 
his affections; he tdd her the whole 
truth, concluding by repeating the as«% 
(lurance of bis belief,^ that her cbarma 
^nd merit would be irresistible to any 
heart that was disengaged^ ^ 

The lady heard him in astonishment^ 
f-^for this turn of fate she bad been 
wholly unprepared,, the idea of his being 
attached to another had never once pre«« 
sented itself to her imagination, she 
had never calculated on the possibility 
Ihat her alliance should be declined by 
any individual of » family less than royal; 
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She potsmssed^ hawevery pncR^ oT c^rd^ 
tw, superior to her^ prf^ of ranlc^ and 
atrength of mtad^ suited to the loftiness 
lof her ambition .-^Witb dignity in h^ 
air and countenance^ after a pau^ <X 
reflection^ she replied^ 

** Count Albert Altenberg is, I find, 
equal to the high oharacter I have heai!€ 
of him. — Deserving of thy esteem, and 
confidence, by that which can alone 
cowmattd esteem, and merit confidencfi, 
•^—Sincerity. — ^His ^[ample has recall^ 
ne to my nobler self, and he has, in this 
mom^at, rescued me from the labyrinth 
of a diplomatist. — Count Albert^s since- 
rity — ^I — little accustomed to imitation-— 
but, proud io follow even, in what is good 
and great,^ — shall imitate. — ^Know^ then, 
£ar, that my heart, like your own, is en- 
gaged. — And that you may be convinced 
I do not mock your ear with the semblance 
of confidence, I shall, at whatever ha- 
zard to mysdf, trust to you my secret.*^ 
My affections have a high object, — ai^ 
fiijed upon him, whose frigid and fi^r^ 



j^$ei,(;3oiint Albert Alt^nberg 469onredly is 
f^l should scorn mysdf . « . . no throne 
^pon ]^rth oottlid raise me in my own 
4^mon, ijf I could deceive or betray the 
j^au^ who has treated. nie with such siii^ 
cerity." 

V Believed at once by this explanation^ 
mfid admiring the manner in whidi k 
.lyas made« mingled joy and adnuration 
^ipteie manifest in his countenance^ and the 
lady Ibrgave him the joy, in consider^ion 
jpf the tribute he paid to her superiority. 
^-r^Admiration was a tribute he was most 
willing to pay at this moment^ when re- 
ies^fed from that engagement to lore^ 
.which it had been impossible for him to 
;<ul£il. 

The Countess recalled his attention to 
. her affairs and to his own — ^Without his 
making any inquiry^ ishe told him all 
Ihat had been done^ and all that yet re- 
^mained to be done^ for the accomplish- 
ment of her hopes-— She had been as- 
;«ttred, she siud^ by one now in the favor 
.»ud private confidence of the hereditary 



Prince^ that his incKoaiticm for ber wmi 
painAiIty and with straggles, which, in 
her eyes, made his royBi heart worthy 
her con^piest-^^uppressed bj a sense of 
honor to his friend. 

^* This conflict would now cease/" 
Count Albert said, ^' It should be his. 
immediate care to relieve his Prince^ 
iirom ell difficulty on his account." 

<^ By what means?" the G>untesft, 
a^ked. 
*^ Simply by informing him of the< 

truth as &r as I am concerned — -^ 

Your secret. Madam, is safe— your con*, 
fidence sacred-r-Of all that concerns, 
myself— my own attachment, and the- 
resignation of any pretensions that migkt, 
interfere with his, be shall immediately 
be acquainted with the whole truth/' 

The Countess colored^ and repeating 
the words *^ The mhole truth,'' — ^looked 
disconcerted, and in great perplexity 
replied. Count Albert's spes^ing to the 
Prince directly, his immediate resigna^^^ 
tion of his pretensions,^ would, perhaps,. 
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defeat her plans. This was not the 
course she had intended to p«rsQe-~£3ur 
from that which M* de Toarville had 

pointed out ^After some Bioments* 

reflection, she said, 

«* I abide by the truth Speak to 

the prince ^Be it so I trust t6 

your honor and discretion, to speak t# 
him in such terms as not to implicate 
me, to commit my delicacy, or to dero^ 
gate from my dignity— We shall see then 
whether he loves me, as I desire to be 
loved If he does, he will free me, at 
once, from all difficulty with my friends, 
for he will speak ^njtWatc^ — and not speak 
in vain If he loves me not — I need 
not tell you. Sir, that you are equally 

frees My friends shall be convinced^ 

that I will never be the bride of any other 
man." 

After the explanation with the Lady 
Christina, Count Albert lost no time; 
he went instantly to the palace. In his 
way thither, he was met by one of the 
pages, who told him the Prince d^ijred 
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"to see him immediately. He fSrand the 
Prince donfr-— Advancing to meet 
him> with great effort in his manner 

; to command his emotion^ the Prince 
said, 

** I have sent for you, Connt Albert, 
to give yon a proof, that the friendsbrp 
of princes is not, in every instance, so 
vain a thing as it is commonly believed 
to be. Mine for you has withstood 

strong temptation ^You come frdih 

the Oount^ss. Christina, I believe, and 
can measurfe, better than any one, the 

-force of that temptation— *— Know, th^t 
in your absence it has been my misfoir* 
tune, to become pitssionately enainored 
of your destined bride. But I have 
never, either by word or look, direct^ 
or indirectly, infringed on what I felt to 
be due to your friendship, and to my own 
hondr. Never did I give her the slight-> 
est intimation of my passion, never at- 
tempted to take any of the advantages^ 

* which ^By situation might be supposed 
to give/' 
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.V. Coi^ Albert b^ jusfe received the 

most convincing testimony^ corroborating 

tbese assertions — he wa9 going to express 

his sense of the conduct of his Prince^ 

and to explain his own situation^ but^ 

the Prince wept on speakings with the 

jeagerness of one who fears his own reso- 

Jution, who has to say something, wljiph 

^ I^e dreads that he should ,not be able to 

resuinje; or finish, if. his ie^Hngs should 

m^t )vith any jnterrnptipn. 

^ '* And now l^t n^e, as your friend and 

,,Prim;e> co^r^tulate y qai. Count Albert, 

.oil your happiness j and, wjth the same 

^ finc^ity, I; request, tha;!; yovr qaarriage 

ja9y not be delayed, aqd that ypu will 

.take jour bride immediatdy away from 

my father's court Time will, I hope, 

^jrepder her presence less dangerous; 

l;ime will, I hope, enable me to enjoy 

your society iu safety ; and when it shall 

become my duty to goyei^n this state, I 

^ball hope for the assistance ^ your 

^tal^nts and i^tegrify«^ aud sh^U have 
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deserved, m some degree, yoer attach^ 
ment." 

The Count, in the strongest manner^ 
expressed bis gratitude to his Prince fot 
these proofs of his regard, given under 
circumstances the most trying to the 
human heart. He felt, at this instant, ex^ 
quisite pleasure in revealing to his High- 
ness the truth, in showing him, that the 
sacrifice he had so honorably, so gene^ 
rously determined to make, was not 
requisite^ that their a£fectiona were fixed) 
on di£ferent objects; that before Counts 
Albert had any idea of the Prince'a 
attachment to the Lady Christina* it had 
been his ardent wish, his determination 
at all hazards, to break off engagements^ 
which he could not fulfil. 

The Prince was in rapturous joy— all 
his ease of manner towards his friend 
returned instantly, his affection and con^ 
fidence flowed in full tide. Proud of 
himself, and hapf^ in the sense of tb^ 
imminent danger from which he hft4 
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itopcaped ; he now described the late con- 
flicts his heart had endured^ with the 
eloquence of seIf-coniplacency> and with 
that sense of relief, which is felt in speak- 
ing on the most interesting of all sub- 
jects to a £ciithful friend, from whom a 
secret has been painfully concealed — 
The Prince now threw open every 
thought, every feeling of hts mind. 
Count Altenberg rose higher than ever 
in his favor, not the temporary favorite 
^the moment^— the companion of plea- 
sores — the flatterer of present passion or 
caprice, but the friend in whom there 
is certainty of sympathy, and security 
of counsel — ^The Prince, confiding in 
Count Albert's equal zeal and superior 
powers, now took advice from him, and 
made a confidant no longer of M. de 
Tourville. The very means, which that 
intriguing courtier had taken to under-*^ 
mine Count Altenberg, thus eventually 
proved the pause of establishing more 
firmly his credit — ^The plain sincerity of 
the County and the generous magna-* 
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nimitjr of the lady, at once discdncerteii^ 
and destroyed the artful plan of the* 
diplomatist. M. de Tourville's disap-"* 
pointment, when he heard from the' 
Countess Christina the result of her inter-^ 
view with Count Albert, and the re- 
proaches, which in that moment of Vex- " 
ation he could not refrain from uttering 
against the lady for having departed ' 
from their plan, and having trusted to 
the Count, unveiled to her the meatiness ' 
of his chafacter, and the baseness of his '^ 
designs — She plainly saw, that his object' 
had been hot to assist her love, but to ^ 
gratify his o^h hate — Not merely to 
advance his own fortune, that, she 
knew, must be the first object of every 
courtier, but * to rise upon thfe ruins of * 
another's fame'— and this, ishe deter- *^ 
mi^ed, shohld never be accomplished by* 
her assistance, or with her connivance. * 
She put Count Albert on his guard *^ 
agaihiit this insidious enemy. ^ ' 

Th6 Cottiit, grateful to the lady, y^K 
biassed neither by hope of her future- 
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favor^ nor by present denre to pleiuiet. 
firm in. honor and loyalty to the Prince 
whp asked hisx:oansel9 careAiUy studied 
tbe character of .the Countess Christina,, 
to, c)eteripine whether she possessed tbei 
qualities fit for the high atation9 to which 
love was infipatient that she should be 
elevated, — When he was coaWnced> that* 
hex. character was such as was requisite . 
to eofure the private happjness of the. 
Prince, to excite him to the attainment > 
of true .glory— then, and not till then,, 
he decidedly advised the marriage, and ^ 
z^lously offered any. assistance in his . 
power to proitiote the union. The here- * 
ditary Prince about this time, became, ^ 
by the death of his father, sole master : 
of, h|s actions ; but it wa6 npt prudent 
to begin bis government with an act in - 
open defiance of the prejudices or cus* .y 
toms of his country. By these customs, . 
be wuld not marry any woman under ;, 
the rank of a Princess^ wd the 'Em** 
perpr had been known to refuse con- ; 



110 FATROffAGE.' 

ferring tbi3 tank^ even oa fkrotiteB of( 
powerful potentates, hy whom he bad 
been m the most urgent manner so- 
licited. Count Albert Altenberg stood 
high in the esteem of the Emperor^ at; 
who8e|cour the had spent some time ; and 
his Prinoe now commissioned him togoto 
Vienna^ and endeavor to move the Em-! 
peror, to concede this point in his favor* 
This embassy was a new and terrible 
delay to the Count's anxious desire of 
returning to England. But he had 
offered his services, and he gave them 
generously. He repaired to Vienna, 
and persevering through many, difficul- 
ties, at length succeeded in obtaining for 
the Countess the rank of Princess.-'^- — r 
The attachment of the Prince was then 
publickly declared— *Tbe marriage was 
solemnized — ^AU approved of the Prince's 
choice-^-^— All-— except the envious, who 
never approve of the happy.— XUount 
Albert received, both from the Prince 
and Princess, the ^ highest marks ofes*. 
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teem and fevor. M. de Tourville, de- 
tected and despised/ retired from court 
ia disgrace and in despair^ 

Immediately after his marriage^ the 
Prince declared bis intention of appoint- 
ing Count Albert^ Altenberg his prime 
minister; but before he edtered on the 
dBties of his office, and thei Very moment 
that he could be spared by his Prince, 
be asked and obtained permission to 
return to England, to the lady on whom 
Ins affections were fixed. . The old 
Count, his father, satisfied with the turn 
which a£BEurs had taken,, and gratified in 
his utmost ambition by seeing his son 
minister of state, now willingly permit- 
ted him to follow his own inclination in 
the choice of a wife, " And," con- 
cluded Count Albert, ^* my father re- 
joices, that my heart is devoted to an 
Englishwoman — Having himself married 
an English lady, he knows, from expe- 
rience, how to appreciate the domestic 
merits of the ladies of England; he is 
prepossessed in their favor. He agrees, 

rOL. IV. L 



2)8 PATRONAGE. 

indeed, with foreigners of every nation^ 
who have had opportunities of judging, 
and who all allow that-^next to thek 
own countryj¥omeD — the English are 
the most diarming and the most amiablp 
women in the world."-*- 

When the Count had finished and had 
pronounced this panegyric of a nation, 
while he thought only of an individual, 
he paused, anxious to know what efieot 
his narrative had produced on Mr. and 
Mrs. Percy. 

He was gratified both by their words 
and looks, which gave him full assurance 
of their entire satisfaction. 

<* And since he had done them the 
honor of appealing te their opinion, they 
might be permitted to add their complete 
approbation of every part c^ his conduct, 
in the difficult circumstances in which 
he had been placed. — ^They were fully 
sensible of the high honor, that such a 
man as Count Altenberg cooferred on 
their daughter by his preference.— *—AjS 
to the rest they must r^er lum to C9H0* 
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Ikie herself.*' Mr. Percy said, with a 
grave voice, but with a smile, from which 
the Count augured well, " that even for 
the most advantageous, and in his opi- 
nion the most desirable connexion, he 
would not influence his daughter's incli- 
nations^ Caroline must tiecide." — 
' Mr. Percy advised, '- that the appeal to 
Caroline should be postponed till the next 
ifiottiing*— The Count was impatient — 
but Mrs. Percy, who knew that her 
daughter, though she had commanded 
her feelings, had been much agitated by 
his unexpected appearance, prevailed 
upon him to defer speaking to her till 
the succeeding day, that she might have 
an opportunity of relating to her all that 
they had just heard from the Count ^ and 
thus, she said, no time would be lost in 
preparing Caroline to do him justice. — 
Count Altenberg could not leave his 
cause in better hands. The sun was 
now setting, and not presuming to in- 
trude longer, he retired. 

It was remarked by Rosamond, that 
L 2 
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he took bis way through thef winding 
path down the glen with slow and re-^ 
luctant steps, very different from the 
speed, with which an hour before he had 
struck across the wood, and ascended the 
hill. 

'^ Mjr dear mother ! tell us all in one 
word !" exclaimed Rosamond — ^^ Joy or* 
sorrow ?*' 

*^ Joy, my love! — Happiness, beyond' 
our hopes \*^ cried the delighted mother,' 
opening her arms to receive and embrace 
both her daughters.—" Happy mother 
that I am !—— Happy beyond express-' 
sibn !" 

•^ Deservedly bappy> all^ and each !''* 
cried Mr. Percy, add with the fervent 
gratitude of a father's heart, he thanked 
God for having blessed him in, his family^ 
— ** And," added he, with a look of^ 
chastened pleasure, and that sentiment, 
of true resignation, which always recurred 
to his mind in moments of great felicity. 

** If there be any future sorrow or ca-* 
lamity in store for me, I am now pre-^ 
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pared^ and resigned to it^ grateful for a 
long life of happiness, vith few, very few 
touches of adversity — loss of fortune, with 
such children, we have scarcely felt— I 
have had no trials — if they are to come, 
Jet them come. — ^After this moment I 
hope I shall be able to endure as I 
ought — 

^* And there must be a great 

trial for us both — prepared at this mo- 
ments'—said Mrs. Percy — *^ No joy un- 
mixed with sorrow — At this moment, 
whilst you hold her to your heart . . . We 
must remember, that Caroline will soon 
be no longer amongst us — ^Rosamond we 
thati not lose—— But, Caroline !" 

Caroline turned away, and burst into 
tears. 

** The first tears her mother ever 
made her shed"— said Rosamond — " the 
very first from childhood to this hour i" 

. *^ Listen to me, my Caroline," said 
Mrs, Percy, sitting down beside her on 
the bank on which she had sunk> — 
*^ listen tp me, my child . . ." 
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** I/isten^ Caroline !" cried Mr. Percy, 
** to your father's stronger voice." 

" And stronger mind" — said Mrs. 
Percy, looking up to her bu^nd, then 
rising and leaning upon him as he spoke. 

" Caroline ! — It must be so— *It is the 
order of nature — ^We are fond, but ucft 
selfish, parents — If your happiness, be 
secured by the sacrifice, we can. {>art 
with you*— Aud when the time <jonaies— 
here is your mother, will bear it better, 
perhaps, than I shall — ^with all tny boaat 
of fortitude — ^better, certliinly," codli- 
nued Mr. Percy, smiling — " better, in- 
finitely, than Rosamond, who, at. this 
instant^ thinks us all fools, and stands 
there, in her secret thoughts convinced, 
Caroline, that you will do whatever you 
please With Count Altenberg, make him 
give up power, prince, country, and 
live where and how you choose." 

^< That was just what I was thinking," 
said Rosamond — " And you will see, that 

' What in iny secret soul was understood, 

' His lips shall utter, and hu deeds make good* 
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" Yes, father," contintted Rosamond, 
^^ you will see, that Caroline will Hiafke 
the Count say and do whatever she 
pleases — she will make him sacrifice 
power, fortune, country, all for love." . 

** No," said Caroline — ^^ I never 
would ask, never would accept of such 
sacrifices — he is bound by hpnor and 
duty to his prince and his country, and 
if I become his wife, his honor becomes 
mine^ his duty mine — However gre^ 
the sacrifices required, I must he pre* 
pare4 to n&ke them — or — resolve • . ." ^ 

Tt). prevent C^rolinis froto duelling on 
the alternative^ Rosamond turned quickly 
to her father ahd mother, and requested 
td kflQv^> if they might hear tlie result.of 
their long conference, with Count AU 
tctnberg 

During the repetition of this narrative, 
Rosamond's eagerness of attention and 
solicitude vtnere such, that any one . . ; 
any one but . Mr. Temple, might have 
imagined, it was to the history of her 
own lovier she was listening— She was 
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charmed to find her prophecies, as ste 
saidj accomplished ; and that the Coudt 
justified all that she had erer heiieved of 
his constancy. Rosamond forgot, and 
Caroline never reminded her, that her 
belief and her prophecies had varied 
considerably, at different times, daring 
bis absence, and had, some dayii, been 
diametrically opposite to what she now 
fiemcied they had ever steadily continued. 
Even of late — very lately — ^in her pity 
for poor Lord William-^-"-*-* Rosamond^ 
though she would not now allow it, was 
rather inclined to think Lady Jane Gran<^ 
ville in the right, and was disposed to 
suspect the absent lover in the wrong— ^ 
Caroline^ conscious that she bad alwayi 
done him justice, and rejoiced that sli^ 
had not mistaken his sentiments, wai 
confirmed now by facts in her favorable 
^fmiion of the Count, and her partiality 
was heightened by the grateful convic- 
tion of the steadiness and strength of hif 
attachment. 

The next day the Count, with all the 
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^^rmftsive tendaroess and energy of 

.trath and love, pleaded his own canM9 

'.aiKl was heard by Caroline with a mo* 

;4e$t, dignified^ ingenuous sen«bility» 

wjbich increased his passion — Whikt she 

aqknowledged bow high be stood in her 

^steenij she did not attempt to conceal 

the impression he bad made on her 

heart ; yet he saw the unaffected an* 

gnish she felt at the idea of quitting her 

parents^ her sister, all her family^ friends^ 

l^>me^ country-^Saw that she dreaded 

to yield her heart to the promises^ the 

hopes, of the passion, which must, at 

l^st, require from her such sacrifices— 

^crifices which, had she contemplated in 

t^jte commencement of her acquaintance9 

j^ie said, would have prevented her ever 

faring to love, but she became attached 

Ipiefoi^e she ever thought of these^ before 

she had ever considered Count Alten- 

berg as a man» whom it was probable she 

should marry — The very circumstance 

of his being a foreigner, a traveller, with 

mhqm it was likely she would have but a. 

L 5 
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IransteAt acquaintatice^ bad ttnrowater 
heart off it's guard ; and when she wm 
£rst wakened to the perception of^iMr 
own partiality, it was in oiroiiimtail^es, 
when there seemed little chance of his 
even wishing to separate her from her 
iriends — As long as the hope -of being 
united to him was faint and distant, so 
was the fear of the sacrifices that nuMEi 
might demand — but now, the hope, 1^ 
fear, the certainty, at once pressed <m, 
her heart with the most agitating ur- 
gency. 

The Count soothed, and as -for as 
possible, relieved her mind, by the 
assurance, that though his duty to his 
Prince and to his father, though all his 
public and private connexions and in- 
terests obliged him to reside for some 
time in Germany, yet that he could 
occasionally visit England, that he should 
seize every opportunity of returning to 
a country, that he preferred to all others; 
and, for his own sake, he should culti^ 
vate the friendship of her femily, as 
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eaih individufll was> in different ways; 
suited to his taste, and stood high in his 
esteem. He might h()pe» that he had 
obtained a portion of their r^ard, and 
tiiat, with thto strong inducements Ca^ 
rdine could hold out to them^ thej 
would be prevailed upon, in their turn, 
to visit the Continent, so that, though 
separated by distance, she would not be 
lort to her family ; and, • perhaps, she 
might j upon the whole, enjoy more of 
the society of her friends^ though at 
longer intervals of time, than married 
danghters often do, ivho lire in the same 
country with their parents. 

Caroline listened with fond anxiety to 
these hopes ; she was willing to believe 
in promises^ which she was convinced 
were made with entire sincerity ; but 
ishe dreaded, that Count Altenberg's 
^tuation and duties, as a statesman and 
a minister, would render it impossible 

thiU; they should be fulfilled.- And a 

Jrfe^at court, a life of representation, to 
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fay no won$e of it . . . wptM be to hat 
TOOst irksome.'' 

Nothing but th^ extraordiuaiy nerk» 
joined to the extraordinary pow^ns of 
pleasing, which Count Alteoberg poe- 
-iessed, nothing in short but lore^ « . « 
which appeared mo^e reasoncAle; and 
becande stronger the morie it was coift- 
bated, could baire vanquilihed theae ob- 
jeotions, and have prev!ailed with Caro*- 
line to make these i^acrifiees'-^However, 
when her-affectioTO had been wrought; 
to this pointy when her resolution was 
once determined^ she never afterwards 
tormented the man, to whom she was 
attached, with wavering doubts and 
scruples^ but, disdainifig affectation and 
caprice, what she gave was doubly 
given, from being graciously bestowed ; 
and the value of what she sacrificed 
was doubly felt— 4*rom the dignity aad 
unostentatious generomty, with which 
that sacrifice was made.~<k>unt iUt^i<^ 
berg's promise to his Prin^ obliged 
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imi.to rttiini by an appomted time^ 
Caroline wkhed that time had been 
amredifllaiits she would have deUghted 
in spending the spring time of love in 
tke midsl of those who had formed tiB 
now all the happiness of her life» with 
:ber parents^ to whom she owed every 
^btng, to whom her gratitude was as 
warm, as strong, as her affectioiiH— with har 
beloved Mster, who had sympathized so 
lendeiiy in all her sorrow, and whOi 
ardently wished to have some time aU 
lowed to . enjoy her happiness.-^Caro* 
iine fek all tiiis, but she felt too deeply 
to display feeling,--- sensible of what the 
duty and honor of Count Altenberg de«* 
manded, she made ap hesitation,-->-asked 
for BO delay .-f7*r 

The first letters, that were written to 
announce her intended marriage, were to 
Mrs. Hungerford, and to Lady Jane 
Granville— And it may be recorded as 
a fact rather unusual, that Caroline was 
so fortunate as to satisfy all her friends f 
not to offisnd one of her relations, by 
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tdtiog'any too soon^ or too btte^ of ber 
intentions. In faM s(he made no seccety 
no mjstery^ Where none was required bj 
good sense or proprii^y. Nor did she 
ootomunioate under a strict injunction of 
secresy to twenty friends, who were 
afterwards each to be angry with the 
other for having, or not having told that 
of which they were forbidden to speak. — 
The order of precedency ii^ Caroline's 
confidential comniaoications was iq[i* 
proved by all the parties concerned. 
- Mrs. HangerfiMrd . was at Pembroke^ 
iri<^ tier nieces, when she received Caro- 
line's letter ; her answer was as follows, 

"MY DEAR CHILD, 

I am ten years younger since I 
reiad your letter, therefore do not be sur- 
prised at, the quickness of my motions-^ 
I shall ^ be with you at the Hills, in 
Town, or wherever you are, as soon as it 
is possible, after you let me know when 
and where I can embrace you and our 
dear. Count. — ^At the mairiage of my 
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riece, tady Mary Barclay, your mother 
will remember, that I prayed to Heaven 
I migbt live to see my beloved Caroline 
tmited to the man of her choice— I aiA 
gratefol that this blessing, this comple- 
tion of all my earthly hopes and happi- 
ness, has been granted to me, 

M. Elizabeth HuNOERFORD.*' 

The answer of Lady Jane Granvill6 
came next, — 

*' ConfidejUiaW 

** This is the last confidential letter I 
shall ever be able to write to yon — ^for a 
married woman's letters you know, or 
you will soon know, become, like all the 
rest of her property, subject to her hus- 
band. Excepting always the secrets [of 
which she was possessed before marriage, 
which do not go into the common stock; 

if she be a woman of honor So I am 

safe with you, Caroline ; and any errone- 
ous opinion I might have fok'med, or any 
hasty expressions I may have let drop^ 
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-sbbat • oertam Count, you wtll bury !• 
oblivioDy and never let me see you look 
even, as if yoo recollected to have heard 
them. 

♦* You were right, my dear, in that 
whole bn^ioess ; I was wrong, and ail I 
can say for myself is, that I was wrongs 
with the best possibJe inteofions; I now 
congratulate you with as sincere joy, as 
if this charming match had been mjMfo 
by my advice, under my chaperanage^ 
and by fietvor of that patronage offa$hsHm^ 
of which I know jrour father thinks that 
)M>th my htad and heart are full — ^There 
be is only half right after all-— So do not 
let hiip be too proud — I will not atlow 
that my heart is ev^r wrong, certainly 
UQt where you are concerned. 

<^ I am iippatient, my dear Caroline^ 
to see your Count Altenberg. I heard 
him mpst highly spoken of yesterday by 
a Polish nobleman, whom I met at din^ 
ner at the Duke of Greenwich's. Is it 
true, that the Count is to be prim^ 
i^inister of the Prince of * * * ? Xh^ 
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Pok^ of Greenwich asked me this quei« 
tioo^ and I promised I would let hia 
Grace know from the best possible aatho« 
rity — But I did not commit you, 

•* And now, my dear, for my own inte- 
rest — If you have really and cordially 
fi^iven me, for having so rashly said^ 
w^vi a late occasion, that I would never 
iorgive you, prove to me your placability 
aftd your sincerity^-^use your all powerful 
influence, to obtain for me a lavor, on 
wluch I have set my heart. Will you 
prevail on all your house to come up to 
Town directly, and take possession of 
mine? — Count ^tenberg, you say, has 
bnsiness to transact with ministers ; whilst 
this is going on, and whilst the lawyers 
are settling preliminaries, where can you 
^11 be better than with me ? I hope I 
shall be able to make Mr. and Mrs^ 
Percy feel as much at home, in one hour's 
time, as I found myself the first evening 
after my arrival at the Hills some years 

^^ I know ihe Hungerfords will press 
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•yon to go to them, and Alfred and Mrs. 
A. Percy » will plead nearest of kin — J can 
onljr throw mjsdf upon your generosity. 
The more kidocemeQls you have to go to 
4>ther friends, the mote I shall feel gra- 
tified and obliged, if you favor me with 
this proof, of your preference and affec- 
tion. Indulge me p^haps, my dear Caro- 
line,' for the last time, with your com- 
pany, of which, bdieve me, I have, though 
a woman of the world, sense and feeling 
sufficient, fully to appreciate the value^- 
Yours (at aU evcols),. ever and afiec* 
tionatj^y, 

J> Granville." 

Cavendish Sqioare — ^Tuesday. 

" P. S. — ^I hopei your father is of my 
opinion, that weddings, eipeciaily among 
per^ns of a certain rank of hfe, ought 
always to be jDie6{ir,-T-attended 1>y the 
fronds and connexioin of the fiEoniliesi 
and conducted with something of the 
good old aristocratic formality, pomp^ 
and state of former times. 
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*^ Lady Frances Arlington has just 
called to say, she has a yast mind to be 
bridcfnaid — I told her Ladyship that 
I conkl settle nothing till you came to 

Town, '■ — Pray come and imme- 

diatdy. 

Lady Jane Granville's polite and 
urgent reqnest was granted. Caroline 
' and all her family had pleasure in show- 
ing Lady Jane, that they felt grateful 
for her kindness. 

Mr. Temple obtained permission from 
Lord Oldborongh, to accompany the 
Percys to Town; and it was settled, that 
Rosamond and Carolihe should be mar- 
ried on the same day. 

But the morning after their arrival in 
London Mr. Temple appeared with a 
countenance very unlike that, which had 
be^n seen the night before— HoJ)e and 
joy had fled ! — All pale and in oofaster- 
nation 1— Rosamond was ready . to die 
with terror — '' — She was relieved when 
he declared, that the evil related ohly to 
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his fortune. The place that had been 
promised to him was given, indeed — the 
word of promise was kept to the ear, but 
by some management, either of Lord 
Skreene's or Lord Skrimpshire's, the place 
had been saddled with a pension to the 
widow of the gentleman, by whom it had 
been previously held ; and the amount of 
this pension was such, as to reduce the 
profits of the placje to an annual income, 
by no means sufficient to secure inde* 
pendence, or even competence, to a mar- 
ried man — Mr. Temple knew, that, when 
the facts were stated to Lord 01dbor6ugh, 
his Ijordship would, by his representa- 
tions to the highest authority, obtaili 
redress; but the secretary was nuwilling . 
to implicate him in this disagreeable 
afiair, unwilling to trouble his tranquillity 
again with court intrigues, es{]recially, a» 
Mr. Temple said, where his own per- 
sonal interest alone was concerned — at 
any rate this business must delay hu; 
marriage. — Count Altenberg could not . 
possibly defer the day named for bia 
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weddidg — ^Despatches from the Conti- 
nent pressed the absolute necessity of 
bis return. Revolutionary symptoms had 
again appeared in the city, his Prince 
could not dispense with his services. His 
honor was at stake.— 

Mr. Temple did not attempt or pre* , 
tend to bear his disappointment like a 
pliilosopher— -he bore it like a lover, that 
is to say, very ill — Rosamond ! ■ poor 
Rosamofid, rallied him with as much 
gayety, as she couid command with a 
very heavy heart. 

After a little time for reflection Ro- 
samond's good sense, which, when called 
upon to act, never failed to guide her 
conduct, induced her to exert decisive 
influence, to prevent Mr. Temple from 
breaking out into violent complaints 
against those in power^ by whom he 
bad been ill treated. 

The idea of being married on, the 
same day with her sister, she said, after 
all was a mere childish fancy, for' 
wbioh no solid advantage should be 
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hazarded; therefore she coiyured Mr* 
Temple^ not in heat of passion to pre* 
cipitate things^ but patiently, to wait; — 
to return and apply to Lord Oldbo- 
roughs if he should find^ that the .repre* 
sentations he had already made to Lord 
Skreene failed of effect — With much re- 
luctance Mr. Temple submitted to post* 
pone the day promised for his marriage, 
but both Mr. and-Mrs. Percy so strongly 
supported Rosamond's argumeats> that, 
he was compiled to be prudentT—- r* 
Rosamond now thought only of her sis* 
ter's approaching nuptials* Mrs. Hun» 
gerford and Mrs. Mortimer arrived in 
Town^ and all Mr. and Mrs. Percy's 
troops of friends gathered round them 
for this joyful occasion. ' 

Lady Jane Granville was peculiarly 
happy, in finding that Mr. Percy agreed 
with her in opinion, that marriages 
ought to be publickly solemnized; and 
rejoiced, that, when Caroline should' be 
led to the altar by the man of her 
choice, she would feel that choice sane- 
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ijoned by the approbation of ber assem- 
bled fisimily and friends ^Lady Jane 

justly observed^ tbat it was advan.t^geoud 
to mark as strodgly as : possible the 
diffisrenice between marriages with con- 
sent t)f firiends, and dandestine uni^^is^ 
which l>om: their vfery nature' must al- 
ways be 9^ primte as possible. — ^^- 
, If sMoe little loye of show, and 
some aristocratic pride' of femily, mixed 
wHfa X^y 'Jtoe^s good sense upon this as 
upon most other occasions, the tridy 
philosophic will be' inclined to "pardon 
ber;-~ft)r they beftt know how much 
of all the [principles, which form the 
strength and happiness of soofety, de- 
pends 'Xi^<mjnixed m^tiy6g. 

Mi*- and . Mr^. Percy^ gra($fol to 
Lady^ Jane^ Und willing to indulge her 
atfection in it's, ow:n way, gratified her 
with permission to arrange the whole 
ceremonial of the wedding.-— 

Now that Hotfamotid's marriage wa3 
postponed, she claipfied first right to be 
btr sister'^ bridemaid> Lady Florence* 
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Pembroke^ Mrs. Hungerford's nieee^ htid 
made her request, and obtained Card-» 
line's promise to be the second — and 
these were all that Caroline deisired to 
have— bot Lady Jane Granville evidently 
wished for the honor and glory of Lady 
Frances Arlington for a third, beeaui^ 
she was niece to the Dake of Green^* 
wich ; and besides, as Lady Jane pleaded^ 
*' Though a little selfish, she realty 
would have been generous, if she had not' 
been spoiled — to be sure, she cared in 
general for no one but herself, . . . yet 
she absolutely showed particular interest 
about CBToMne-^Besides^ her Ladyship 
had set her heart upon the matter, and 
never would forgive a disappointment 
of a fancy." Her Ladyship's re- 

quest was granted.— —Further than this 
affair of the three bridemaids we know 
not-^here i^ no record concerning who 
were the bridemen--But before we 
come to the wedding day, we think it 
necessary to mention, for the satis£Et<^on 
of the prudent part of the world, that 
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the settlements were daly signed^ sealed, 
and delivered^ in the presence of proper 
witnesses* 

At the moment of recording this fact^ 
vie are well awarCj that as much as 
we shall gain in the esteem of tlie old, 
vm sMI lo9a in the opinion of the 
ywagf We must thertfiMre be satisfied 
wHb^ thie nod of appfobatton ftom pa* 
r^n^ a«d must enduce the smile of 
seoni fimn lovers^ We know ^ksA^ 

'' Honses, houafiboUstuf^ or land, 
** TTie low conveniences of fate, 
** Arc greek no lovers understand./ 
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CHAPTER XL 



We regret that we caanot gmtifjr sono^ 
of our courteous readers with a detailed 
account x>f the marriage of Caroline and 
Count Altenberg, with a description <^; 
the wedding-dresses, or a list of the. com*- i 
pany, who, after the ceremony, partook 
of an elegant collation at her Ladyship's 
house in Cavendish Square. We la- 
ment that we cannot even furnish a |>a* 
ragraph in honor of Count Altenberg's 
equipage. 

After all their other friends had made 
their congratulations, had taken leave of 
Caroline, and had departed, Mrs. Hun<^ 
gerford and Mrs. Mortimer still lingered. 

" I know, my love," said Mrs. Hun*" 
gerford, " I ought to resign you, in these 
last moments, to your parents, your bro- 
thers, your own Rosamond. — Yet I have 
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soma excuse for my selfishness — ^they 
will see you again, it is to be hoped, 
often.-— -But I !— TImt is not in the 
course of nature , . . . the blessing I 
scarcely could have expected to live to 
enjoy has been granted to me. — And 
now that I have i^een you united to one 
worthy of you, one who knows your 

value, I am content — I Am grateful. 

Farewell again and again, my beloved 
CwoKne, may every " 

Tears spoke the rest — turning from 
Cai^ine, she leaned on Count Alten- 
berg's arm ; as he conducted her to her 
carriage, she could only say, 

*• You are a happy man. Count Al- 
t^nberg. Forgive me, if I am not able to 
congratulate you as I ought . . . Daugh- 
ter Mortimer ! you know my heart . . • 
Spi^ ibr me . . . if you can.'* 

Count Altenberg was more touched 
by this! strong affection for Caroline, than 
he could have been by any congratula- 
tory* compliments to himself*—^ — After 
the^ departure of Mrs. Hungerford and 
M 2 
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Mrs. Mor4tmec Mine tfai sqpsratioa » 
xqaeh dreaded by all tlie fimilf, Ue 
whtcli all 9tood prepared. Deepisiog 
a* d detesting tlie. display of seosibilityy 
t\^y k^A fortifiic^ tl^^mselve^ for this oki- 
mepl with 9II Iheiv n»diil»oi^ and eadi 
struggle ^p repnesa tkeit own feetmgs; 

CouDt AUeni^pg had delayed till tiie 
last momeBt. It was ik>w necessary^ tbat 
tbey shiQuld set out.— Garoline, flii^ied 
crimson to the very teji^pjes one instant^ 
and pale the -next, Gommattded with the 
iitn>08t effort ber emotion. Bosamosk^ 
unable to repress hers, elnag to her sh^ 
ter, vveepingT-^Caroline's lips qjoiveracl 
wjth a vain attempt to sp^k-^^she couHl 
only enjbraee {Ips^^ood repeatedly^ and 
then her mother — in silenoe.-^-^-^She 
stood mojtionless^ ^ sbe had noi power 
to withdraw liser cold t^ind from faermo^ 
tlijer. — Her father pressed her to fats bo* 
sQm — blessed her — and then drawing her 
arm within^ his» led her to lier husband. 

As they passed throi^h the haU, the 
faithfi^ housekeeper^ and the old stew- 
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ard» who bad come from the country to 
the marriage, pressed forward, in hopes 
ef a last look. Carbine stopped, and 
took iea^e af each«-^he was able, though 
with difficulty^ to^>eak, and she thanked 
them for all 4be services and kindnesi!; 
she had received from them from child^ 
hood to this hour. — ^Then her father led 
her onrto the carriage. 

Oh J if it was not for such a husband 
f» Count i^tenfoefg, I never, never could 
hear this stparation, thought Caroline^ 
as ihe took leave of her father. 

Her foot was now on the step of iM 
c«rmige, into which Count Altenbet^ 
was hasdingher^ when, turning to look 
cmce mbna^ at hei^ fe*bep, two men rudely 
crossed between them, and an instant 
afterwdfds, she stiw one of th^s^ lay hid 
b«id <m her father's shoalder, and h^ard 
bkn saiy the i4rords, 

- VArfept! — ^Writt Prrsotterr* 

Cartdkie Bi>raiig from the ttep of thti 
carriage. Count Attaiberg opened a way 
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for her between the sheriff's officers into 
the house. 

" Do not be alarmed, my dear Caro- 
line. — There is no cause," said her fe- 
ther, in a calm voice. — <* This is a great 
mistake, or great injustice.-^In dther 
case, I shall obtain redress." 

The writ was shown. — It was taken 
out at the suit of Sir Robert Percjr^ and 
for an enormous sum — the amount of 
the rents received by Mr. Percy durfaig 
the whole time he had been in posses- 
sion of the estate. When that estate 
was given up to Sir Robert Percy, he 
had agreed to abandon all claim to these 
arrears, in consideration of improve- 
ments, buildings, furniture^ and plate^ 
which had been . delivered to him with«« 
out reserve, to an amomit then thought 
equivalent to his demands. But he had 
lately written, to. state, that what he had 
unwarily been induced to accept as foil 
payment was by no means equid to 
his rights that the agreement was made 
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under mistaken information, that it was 
not legally executed, and that he had 
directed his solicitor, Mr. Sharpe, to pro- 
ceed at law for the recovery of the whole 
of his jtist debt. 

Mr. Percy had not conceived it possi- 
ble, that even Mr. Sharpe would, with- 
out allowing time scarcely for an answer 
to this demand, take out a writ against 
him, and have it executed at such a 
cruel moment. 

Count Altenberg, when he understood 
the nature of this arrest, and as soon as 
he heard Alfred name the necessity of 
obtaining securit}'' for his father, to pre- 
vent this imprisonment, instantly came 
forward, 

*' As your son, Mr. Percy," said be, 
^^ I have a right to speak — a right to 
hope that my assistance will be accepted. 
—I have an English property — will that 
be suflScient security ?" 

Mr. Percy thanked the Count — and 
Caroline, by her look, thanked him most 
tenderly; but her father firmly said. 
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that Im would not inv^lw an^ of lits 
friends in his difficulties^ — Tke nearer 
and dearer they were» the mom pam it 
ivottld give him^-rhe had sereral escel-* 
lent friends, who would, be was sare,.he 
willing t9 risk much for him» but h^ 
would not suffer tbeoi to haaard so enoar- 
mous a sum. It was^ be said, an evil^ but 
noinsupportaUe evil, to passsotne months 
in prison — hie trusted the event would 
prove, that he had been uqjiistly djpjMmtd. 

Then turning to Caroline, he Mid, 
'* You know the worftt aow, my d^r 
daught€;r^ from "your strength of miod 
I expect, in all cii*cum6taoces» resohi- 
tioa.-— -The honor of Count Alte&berg 
obliges him to be with his Pripce at an 

appointed time, Detain him va>t^ ^ 

farewell > my dear daughter." 

Caroline, with the anguish of divided 
duty and affection, looked from her fa- 
ther to her husband* 

f^ Heaven forbid! that I should sepa- 
rate you at this moment from y<Hir fit- 
tber, Caroline," »id tlie Count.—" Stay 
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wiChliitii^Hewen forbid ! that I Should 
•sett the right vrhich the name of ht»^ 
tead give^ me^ to sever the tieii 4»f ihi^ 
Mrel^«---Stay with your fifther, ^ear^sit 
Oaroline 1-^— -^My hfMor saf*, my ^m^ 
mise fulfilled^ I will instantly return, m4 
WMy we meet in happiness !^' 

The Coont^ with a sort 6f desperate 
IttiSte, ad if he ^red his re^lution sh^otM 
Mly embrAced his wlfe.^— ^Thu^ parted 
th« lofers> who, Imt A few short hours 
hekte taught tbemsdveis secure oT passw 

a&^ their li've^ together. ^So trncettaia 

ii^-uft hliman fblreity { 

Cfltrolitie, tki though she had not been 
«^ta4de^ prepared to ^oompany heriks- 
^ler to prison. 

The sheriff's offlceri who> in spite of 
thfe obdoracy of bis traide, was touched— i 
observe, that . . . Gentlemen in eimilar 
circtHfiinftnces sere nraaUy allowed fbur 
mid twenty hours at lea^t, to bok for 
bi^lu^hiLt he was willifig to peniiit every 
illdf>f^Ge in his power^-and though 
lib priiiolier mtiM be kept in ssife custom 
M 5 
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dy, yet that there were houses where he 
ooukl be accommodated for. a day or 
two, till bis friends could jsee what migM 
be done ,to settle the matter.— There was 
no necessity for his going directly to 
prison. 

Lady Janfe Granville hearing from the 
officer, that attorney Sharpe was now in 
town, proposed that Alfred should go to 
bim immediately, and see what accom- 
modation could be made; but all Mr. 
Percy's family knew too well the wahg- 
nant and revengeful nature of this man, 
to expect that any good could result 
from this measure; as a laiwyer, Alfred 
pronounced that it would be a di^ngeroos 
step, as it might be con$trued into an 
offer to compromise, and a conaciousoess 
of the validity of the claim made by 
iheir opponent. 

Mr. Percy decidedly disapproved of 
making any concession, or any applica* 
tion to the vile attorney, and determined^ 
as he had declared, not to permit any of 
his friends to hazard themselves for him^ 
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lie thanked thesheriiTs officer for hisprof* 
fered indulgence, but thought it best to 
go to the prison at first, in which at last 
he must be confined. . 

It was settled, that Rosamond and Eras- 
mus should remain with Lady Jane Gran- 
Tille, who had been so dreadfiilly shocked 
and terrified by what had happened, that 
fthe most wanted their care. 

Mr. Percy, his wife, and daughter 
Caroline, then quitted her Ladyship's 
hos^table and elegant mansion, and were 
conducted to a very different abode in 
tile King VBencb. The keeper of JJhiis 
prison, accustomed to see varieties vol, 
persons of all ranks, and obliged to formr. 
a quick judgment of those who are com- 
mitted to his custody, was an excellent 
physiognomist. He was favorably pre- 
possessed by the countenance and de- 
meanor of his prisoner, and by the ap- 
pearance of the ladies, by whom he was 
accompanied. — 

From* the moment they entered, be 
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and courtesy, which bis habits could 
commaiid. He gave tiiem the dioioe 
• • • • sad choice .... of the wttoe^^M 
opartments.'^Mr. and Mrs. Percj fixed 
upon a toteraJMy clean, bnt rery small 
room, which they preferreriv becaos«{ it 
had a closet large enough to c^ntaiA a bed 
for Caroline. As soon as they were ia 
pdsBession of these roonis^ Garalioe be- 
gan to arrange the little furniture they 
contained, in such a matmev^ as to laakt 
ber father and mother as comfortable as 
circumstances would admit-^They utter- 
ed no complatnts.'«-<Ti)e gaoler was Hot 
used to see people so mild aad resig&ed. 
His own interest, and the calculation of 
how much moiwy they were likely to 
^pend witli him, were, no doubt^ his first 
considerations, but as far as to dispose 
him to civility^ tb6 manaevs of his pri- 
sonersi, at once dignified and gentle, and 
the cheerfulness of Mr. Percy's tempef> 
ciertafnly operated in tlieir favor^ 
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At iii^> wbei^ the d#ors were looked^ 
JMLr. Percy> lookio|p round him, said with 
4a smile, 

^^ AbstTMt the idea of being deprlped 
othherty ^ evce^ the notion of bok»«ind 
h§n, tarnhsyt and gaolers, vbat Is tbfsffe 
mote terrible in being here, thau alMp- 
ing in any maH lodging in any otbeir part 
erf London f "-*- 

^* £xcept the disgrace/' said Mrs. Per^ 
cff sighing. 

^^ Hftd I brongjit myself td this &itea- 
tion by any vice, or any folly, J $hould 
£sel ft bitterly,*' answered Mr. Per^^y, "I 
shottkl sink, perhaps, onder the sense of 
sfaame.-^Bttt at present^ my Love» con- 
tsciotis as I am, thai no extraragance^ no 
imprudence of ours has been the cause of 
our iaiprfsonoEient) I £ed it Dot as the 
lightest degradation." — 

This assurance rrfieved Mrs. Percy's 

mind from her greatest anxiety. — And 

this night they slept peaceably, while he, 

, who had tfatown them into prison, )ay in 

the best of beds^ and best <^ rooms^ 
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master of Percy-Hal^ and of all that 
wealth could give, yet was unable .to 
close his eyes. — He lay brooding on past 
and future plans of avarice and malice. 

Since his marriage with Miss Falconer^ 
Sir Robert Percy's establishment had be- 
come so expensive, as to fret his temper 
continually; and his tenants had had 
more and more reason to comf^in oi 
their landlord, who, when any of his 
farms were out of lease, raised his rents 
exorbitantly, to make himself amends, as 
be said, for the extravagance of his wife. 
— ^The tenants, who had ever disliked 
him, as being the successor and enemy 
of their own good and beloved landt<M^ 
now could not, and attempted not to 
conceal their aversion. It appeared in a 
variety of ways, — Sir Robert could hardly 
stir out of his demesne, without being 
made sensible of it, even by the very 
children at the cottage doors. This re- 
newed and increased the virulence of his 
dislike to our branch of the Percys, who, 
as he knew, were always compared to 
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him and his, who were all ijddlized, and 
who seemed indeed to be ever present to 
the provoking memories of these tenants; 
— Sir Robert Percy was disappointed 
hitherto in the hope for which he married^ 
the hope of an heir, who should prevent 
4he estate from returning to those, from 
Dirhom it had been wrested by his arts,— 
.£Dvy at seeing the rising and prosperous 
^tate of those Percys^ who, in spite of 
^heir loss of fortune, had made their way 
up again through all obstacles, combined 
to increase his antipathy to his relations. 
— ^He found a willing assistant in Sharpe, 
the attorneys and they both enjoyed, as 
j3(iiich as malevolence can enjoy any 
thing, the idea of the arrest. — ^After it 
was executed, and that Mr. Percy was 
lodged in prison, they were, however, a 
little mortified by finding, that their ut- 
most malice had failed to intimidate their 
victim, or to extort from him any species 
of submission, or concession ; but, on the 
contrary, th^^t Mr, Percy had desired his 



80& Alfred immediately to teke dl tk» 
legal «tep8 xiecessaiy to obtain redi^estf, 
and to bring the matter to istue ab 
speedilj as possible* 

To return to oor prisoners, tvboai ire 
left tranquilly asleep. In itie mornings, 
when first they wakened, it was with tb^ 
fSeeling that something extraoniinary, and 
patnfaU had happened; bnt whet had 
prassed the preceding day seemed only 
as a frightfiil dream, till the contittidii 
of it's reality was impressed upon Ihtk 
#ninds by the external objects, which first 
struek their senses : — the nveanness of tiie 
room, the grated windows; the ^tra^^ 
noises they heard in the passages, and 
firoiii the yard below.— 

Caroline, now recolleoting etery oiN 
€umstanoe, rose with a heary heart, boll 
appeared before her parents withacfaeer^ 
ful co<intenanoe.*-^WhTlst she mad^ 
breakfast, (Oh how unlike the breakfieuft 
et the precedifng Burning l-^^) she b^an 
to calcnkte when she could hear ftotti 
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Count Ahenberg.-^'^^^^-X^oont AUenber^, 
whom she scarcely jet v^aUtred to cidl 
ber faiifibaitd.' — 

The gaokrciViHy came to offer them 
aevtspapers. Canolifie opening one^^ to 
read it to ber father, invohintart^y looked 
first for the foreign news, but her eye v^as 
caaigbt by a splendid account of ber own 
marriage, and of Count Altenberg's set- 
tiilg out for the Continent. This pre?ent- 
ed her from reading loud for some xn4* 
ments. The next attempt she made was 
scarcely more successful. All the para- 
graphs from Germany were calculated lo 
inspire her with the most serious appre- 
hensions. 

Count Attenberg had flatt^ed himself 
by the last despatclies from his Court, 
that the strong measures taken by the 
Pf kfM)e would haive prevented danger ; bat 
the French pafty had formed new in* 
trigues, — they gained ground. — Every 
aymptom threarti^Md revotution-^-and, if 
the newspaperaeoottnts were true^ civil 
war» aod foreign invasion^ were iorn* 
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table. -i-Bot these might be exaggerated 
statements —Caroline endeavored to think 
so, and to find comfort in the contradic- 
tory accounts in other papers of opposite 
parties. — While she, her father, and mo- 
ther, were employed in this manner, one 
of the turiikeys came in, to say, that an 
old man, Mr. Percy's steward, wished to 
see him. 

The old man was shown in, but when 
he saw his master, he was quite overcome, 
and being unable to speak, he stepped 
behind the turnkey, making his way 
•back into the passage, where he staid 
some minutes before he could summon 
sufficient resolution to return. 

When he reappeared, his master went 
towards the door to meet him, and spoke 
to him kindly; but this nearly over- 
set him again, and his face worked 
with strong emotion before he could 
utter. 

** I*m only come. Sir, to see ... . you, 

- before I would go down to the country, 

on account of not knowing if you^ or my 
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mistress .... had any orders . • * • . for 
me,— or am/ at home" 

The word home, which he usuaUy 
pronounced with full English cordiality 
of emphasis, he could scarcely articulate 
• » • • nor could venture to attempt nam* 
ing his wife, to whom he could only 
allude, under the general description of 
any at home. — 

Mr. Percy gave him directions, to 
which he seemed to listen with motion- 
less attention and respect— occasionally 
answering, 

«* So best. Sir*' '' It shall be done 

for certain" " I understand. Sir." 

But at last he put his hand to his fore- 
bead, and said — * 

^^ I am afeard. Sir, to forget all • • • • 
my head's not so clear as it ought far 
thi3 morning . . , if you'd be pleased^ 
if it would not be too troublesome to 
write me the orders down here in my 
book, in pen and ink ... I might be 
better able to morrow^ or when I da 
^pec • •' « • 
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Home again stopped him-^-^-ao' he tiii'* 
strapped his pocket-book, and begati to 

write what his master dictated. ^Wr. 

Percy took the pen from John's hnxnA^ 
iivhich trembled so that lie ccwld not get 
on. 

•* You had better let rafe write, my 
good John." 

•* It is badly blotted, indeed^ and ft 

^hame***— said the old man—** but I am 

* 

ail I doa^t know how to day, and rtt 
belter able, nor serisibter like, than a 
child — I axe your pardon for being sd 
troublesome' — I thank yoa kindly. Sir.*' 
While his master was writing, John 
stole a look, which he hfad ne^eh ren- 
tured yet, at his mistress and CareiltBe 
—and bowed to each — bfit as to speaks 
ing, that was out of the ques^on — ifft 
tome time — at last be recollected a note 
Rosamond had given him for bis mistress^ 
aiHl laying it down, he said, — ^* Migtrt 
I make boM to axe. Madam, \b it true 
what the gentleman who let me in was 
telling on me, that this here place is Mt 
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ia thfe qotum of o«r county jails^ but 
tfaftt master. wiH h^ve liberty to walk 
ajlMMit as he pleases^ and only the gates 
aad.doois locked at night/ like as for 
any gendeman'g own honse and place at 
t\oni&--rlf so be that^s troe^ it would be 
soMe comfort.'f 
, Mr. Percy stopped writings to assure 
bim thsU tiie information was correct; 
and he tried fttiii furtbei' to raise his 
spirUsj by telling him that some gentle- 
men^ who had been confined in the 
King's Bench, had been heard to de*' 
clare' they neter were happier in their 
lives. 

:** Why, with a good conscience, to 
be sure, there's ho saying how happy a 
man may be any where-r-And that's a 
great poifit. Ma'am, for my master, 
that's certain'^ — ^saidtbe steward, bright-' 
€;|img u^ a Kttl e ^ ^ Bnt'^ — his face 
Gh>itding again, as he k>oked at the grated 
windows — 

<^ A prison's a prison, turn it which 
W0^ o^e wilt^Ttand I never thought for 
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to live to see the day when my master 
would be in such a place*— A gentleman 
like he» as I have known, boy and man, 
the$e forty years^ and never knew bim 
to wron|p no man> woman^ nor chHdj no 
how ; but quite and clear the contrary, 
doing good to all, which bll can testify 
-^What sort of a heart must lie have, 
that could go :for to lay a finger upon 
him, and at su^h a time too — but he ia 
a bad man, if ever there was one • . /' 
- " Don't talk of him, don't think of 
him,'* said Mr. Percy. 

" So best. Sir," said John— "And, » 
Sir, if in case there's any thing else yon 
think of for me. to do, I suppose you 
can write by post ■ A nd I. may go 
now ?" — 

But still he delayed — ^Moving slowly 
toward^ the door, he said — 

^* I wish your honor your health, then, 
and that, please God, you may be 6oon> 
down with us again. Sir — My mistress the 
sdme-r-Ahdr Misp Carojine'*— — 
'.JThe' thought that' she wa^ no longer 
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Miss Caroline^ again stopped him^ and 
his feelings at last forcing their way 
fluently into words, he exclaimed, , 

<* What will Hiy poor woman say^ 
when I get home I — ^-^he, who is look- 
ing to hear of nothing but o' the wed* 
ding and Joy— Dttle guessing, no more 
than myself, how our Miss Caroline's 
weddingHlay was to end — Lack-a-day, 
the bride, too, that I myself see, but 
yesterday this ti^ie, the beautifuUest 
bride that ever was seed, and all the 
power of ladies and gentlemen wishing 
of her joy-— And here she is, locked 
up in a prison — the bridegroom gone! 
— ^And she might have gone with him» 
tooj in her own carriage, to a palace 
they say, only that, like an angel as she is 
and ever was, she would stay to comfort 
us!" 

" Then should not we be comforted, 
my good John," said Mr. Percy, smil- ^ 
ing— ^* If I had not been thrown into 
jail by these wicked men, just at t^e 
very moment I was parting from my^ 
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dMighter^ her mother mA I sbo^dA nst 
Tk9W base ber sittins betwom us. Coiiiie^ 
my good oUL firieDd> bllem ihe esmaipi^ td 
your nuMter^Tora to tbe bright siAe of 
tbitigs-^bMr up imder BusfortDOO, mi 
you will fee) it ligfatdh surpffismg^.'* 

<< Ab^ master^ so you oaii do, for 
yoBrsetf^-^baf I can never 4a the Ufce 
for you — It makeft me a deid woroe^ to 
it doQS, to see you iMkiog sq patieni 
withal, and hear you.&peakiQg so ebe^* 
fol^^I can^ stand it no }o»ger«~so had 
best take mys^ away." 

Jibn made hia bow to aU« His inasier 
caUed to one of the turnkeys to sh«w him 
tbe way out. 

<* Lack-arday ! when wiH he do that 
for you, dear master, coiidd yo» gwe any 
sort of a guess?*' 

«* Law permitting** — said Mr. Per^, 
**1 hope t« be with you at th# Hrtts in 
a few months.*' 

<< Months!** repeated the old mafn, 
stopping short—" Then afeve tbai^- 
I shall be 4e«d— But if so k is to he^ 



■— ^Wl»y> so be it-^ — Hood's viU.ii«^ 

. This visit from^tbeir steward, th^ugb 
it ooukl not serTe iofiwediately to raiM 
tbe spirits of our prisojEi^r, ,had some-* 
thing in it cQQs^lato^ a3 well af jtQucb* 

Alfred wa3 the next pQr^ou who ar- 
rived, and his countenance showed^ that 
he brought no good tidings. He had 
been considering his father's casev 90d 
had consulted his friends. As lawyers 
they bad an upfatorable opioiwi. 

Alfred ^aid, that the i^roeiMnts wifaich 
had been emtei^intp between his father 
and Sir Robert Percy, by which Sir 
Bdbert had engaged to relinquish the 
mesne rmts^ in consideration of the im- 
provements made by Mr. Percy, how- 
ever just and however binding it would 
be between men of honor, was no way 
^>od in law. — ^With professional know- 
ledge, attftd in technical language, Alfred 
ex^tned to hia father, that ^^ no release^ 
of the, mesne rents, fef the sixprecediogc 

VOL. IV. N 
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years, having been executed, an actioa 
g( trespass for these would lie ; and to 
this action, which Sir Robert had com* 
nienced by the writ under which Mr. 
Percy was arrested, no valid defence, it 
was feared, could be made* — Because 
the judgment and proceedings in th^ 
former suit on ejectment^ by which Sir 
Robert obtained possession of the Percy 
estate, were conclusive evidence to bind 
Mr. Percy in the present action of 
trespass/' 

Alfred added ^* that both he and Mr* 
Friend had been examining the record of 
the judgment, and the return of the writ 
of habere, in hopes of discovering some, 
irregularity^ upon which they could 
ground a defence, but that no error cpuld 
be detected." 

This explanation, unintelligible as it 
will be to many of our readers, andj. 
as such, incapable of communicating^ 
either pain or pleasure, was, alas, too, 
clear to poor Mr.. Percy : he perceived,, 
that he had little chance of redress 
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from law ; that the decision^ when the 
ckttse should come to a hearing, woold 
he against him; and that instead of 
being liberated, as he bad hoped, in a 
few months, he had no likelihood of ever 
obtaining his liberty, except by selling 
The Hills, all the remaining prbpierty he 
had in the woiid. Whether to do this, 
or to spend the rest of his days in the 
King's Bench, was tbe altemaCtive of 
evil, which would probably be left for his 
future consideration. 

In the mean time, Mr. l^ercy, natu- 
rally of a cheerful temper, and habitually 
of that philosophy which forbears to an- 
ticipate future evil, turned . the whole 
force of his mind towards making the 
present as ea^ and tolerable as possible 
to himself and his fellow-sufferers. 

He began to fomi a settled plan for 
the occupation of the days he was ine- 
vitably doomed to pass in prison, the 
time that must elapse before the point 
now in contest could be brought to any 
N 2 
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decision favorable or unfavorable.-:^ — As 
ioon as they could leave Lady Jane 
Granville^ Rosamond and Erasmus came 
to joiid the femily-council. Mrs, Percy 
then arranged with them at what houi^ 
he should wish his friends to call upon 
hitn» and at what hpurs he should like to 
see his fieunily — what time he would give 
to exercise^ and what to literary bccupa* 
tion.---^Literature ! inestimable resoui^ 
to the priscmer ! 

Rosamonil was excessively anxious to 
be permitted to stay with her father> or at 
least to be i^Uowed in her turn every other 
week to take the place of Caroline or of 
her mother^ whose health would be most 
likely to suffer by continued confine- 
ment. As hone of this family wanted to 
vie with each other in generosity, or in 
demonstrations of affection, all readily 
consented to do that which was most 
reasonable, and most likely to be for the 
general good. It was therefore set- 
tled, that every second week either Mrs. 
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Percj^ or. one ef her daughters, should 
$peQd at Alfired's hoiise.->-Lady^ Jane 
Gran?ille aii4Mr$« Hungerfbrd hod writ^ 
tea to beg Mrs. Percy and her daugh* 
ters would come to their houses, when, 
ever they could leave Mr. Percy—but 
fro9i this they excused themselves, 4M 
they. wished to live ia as retired a mau^ 
ner as possible. To the propriety of this 
resplutioo they knew their kind fnends 
must accede. 

Their plau once settled, they adhered 
to it invariably. .Their hours and days 
passed so regularly, that they began to 
feel as if tl^e ordering of them in a cer<- 
tain manner was the necessary course of 
life* Some time passed without bringing 
any change in their circumstances. 

Letters arrived from Count Altenberg, 
which did not tend to put Caroline more 
at ease. Public affairs indeed were not 
so desperate as the newspapers had repre- 
sented them to be — ^But domestic sorrow 
awaited him. Very soon after his return; 
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his father was seized with im ittnesa. eS^ 
dangerous a nature, that his son qgAA 
not possibly leave him.— —Post after 
post brought accounts of the progress of 
the malady^ which at last terminated 
fatally. The death of his father, the fu- 
neral, and much business^ which respect 
to his memory required to be pCTforoied, 
detiiined Count Altenberg. Till at length, 
when all was arranged, and CaroIi«e bad 
reason to hope, that his next letter wimid 
announce his setting out, public i^fairs 
again demanded delay* The French de« 
dared war — their troops were in mothm, 
and it was necessary .to prepare for the 
defence of the couQflry against invasion. 
Their General boasted j that he would be 
within the^tes of their city, and within 
the walls of their palace, before the en- 
suing month should be at an end. In 
these circumstances, when his prince and 
his country required his services, it was 
impossible that Count Altenberg should 
desert his post^ The letters he wtxto to 
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Cardine breathed the most, ardent affile- 
tioDj expressing iu different ways this 
irtroi^ sentiment^^ 

' I could not love thee> dear> so mucb> 
' Lov'd I not honor more.* 

Caroline prepared for the anxiety tl^at 
must be more or less the lot of the wife 
of a man in Count Alt^nberg's public 
situation, bore it with fortitude, and 
howevec it preyed upon her mindf she 
never uttered any expression ;qf impa- 
tience or complaint. Her husband's re- 
putation and her own duty were her first 
objects I and whatever she suffered hft the 
performance of one, or in the hope of his 
attaining the others appeared^ to her of 
inferior, and comparatively >smjBll import- 
ance.— —It was not merely ia.the ge- 
nerous emotion or transitory herpism of 
the moment, that.she offered, wbenishe 
saw her father arrested, to stay with him 
and share his imprisbilment; she was 
aware of what i^e offered, her resolution 
^and affection were sufficient to sustain 
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her through the protracted sacrifice*. 
Nor did she appear to think it a. sacrifice' 
— Never for an instant did she r^mtt 
those daily, hourly, fopd and grateful at* 
tentions, which convinced her father, that 
she did not repent the determination^ 
sfhe had made. 

Poor Rosamond all this time was suf- 
fering also, both for her father and for . 
her lover. Mr. Temple was still unable ^ 
to obtain the performance of the pro* . 
ftiise which had been made him, of re-^ 
muneration^ alkl of competent provision. . 
He had gone through, in compliance 
with the advice of his friends, the mor- ^ 
tification of reiterating vain memoHals 
tod applications to the Duke of Grreen- 
wicb— Lord Skrimpsbife — Lord Skreene, 
and Mr. Secretary Cope. — ^The only 
thing, which Mr. Tertiple refused to do, 
was to implicate Lord Oldborougb, or 
to disturb him on the subject.— He had^ 
spent some weeks with his old master ia 
his retirement, without once adverting ^ 
to his own difficulties, :Still hoping, tba^ 

• \ 
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on bis neturn to town a promise would 
be falfilled^ which Lord Skreene had given 
him, that <^ the affair should in his ab- 
sence be settled to bis satisfaction/' — 
Bat on his return to town, his Lordship 
found means of evasion and delay, and 
threw the blame on others ; the course 
of memorials and representations was to 
be recommenced. — Mr. Temple's pride 
revolted, his love was in despair — and 
frequently, in the bitterness of disappoint- 
ment, be reiterated to his friend Alfred, 
his exclamations of regret and self-re- 
proach, for having quitted from pique 
and impatience of spirit a profession, 
where his own perseverance and exer- 
tions would infallibly have rendered^im 

by this time independent. Rosamond 

saw with sympathy and anguish the 
€^ct, which these feelings of self-re- 
proach, and hope delayed, produced on 
Mr. Temple's spirits and health. — His 
sensibility, naturally quick, and rendered 
more acute by disappointment, seemed 
now continually to draw from all cha« 
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racters and events, and even from evwy 
book he opened, a moral against hioos^, 
some new illustration or example, wbi(^ 
convinced him more and more of the 
folly of being a dependant on the greal;* 
He was just in this repentant mood, whea 
one morning, at Mrs. Alfred Percy's, 
Rosamond heard him sigh deeply s^reral 
times, as he was reading with great a^ten- 
tion. She could not forbear aidcing what it 
was that Cached him so much.^^He put 
the book into her hands, pointing to the 
following passage — *^ The whole of this 
letter^," said he,^ '^ is applicable to me,, 
and e;ii:cellent, but this really seems as 
if it had been written for me, oc by 
me/V 

She read— -— 

*^ I was a young man, and did not 
think that men were to die^ or to be 
turned out « ^ « « « « What was to be 
done now ? — No money, my fi3rmer pa- 

* Letter from Mr. Williams (Secretary to Lord 
CJianceUor W^t) to Mrs. Williams, « 
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tton m disgrace! friends that were in 
^sivor not able to serve me, or not willing; 
that is, cold, timid, careful of themselyes, 
and indiflfereot to a man whose disap- 
pointments made him less agreeable ^ m 
mm^m^m¥^*^**^m^ft I languished on 
for three long melancholy years, some- 
times a little elated; a smile, a kind 
iiint, a downright promise, dealt out to 
me from those in whom I had placed 
-some silly hopes, now and then brought 
a little refreshment, but that never lasted 
long, and to say nothing of the agony of 
H^ing reduced' to talk of one's own mis- 
fortunes and one's wants, and that basest 
and lowest'of all conditions, the slavery 
^f borrowing, to support an idle useless 
being— my time, for those three years, 
was unhappy beyond description. What 
would I have given then for a profession ! 
'« « ^ « *'* * # * ^n ^n ♦ ^n any useful pro- 
fession is infinitely^ better than a thousand 
patrons." 

-To this Rosamond entirely acceded, 
and admired the strong good seiise of tha 
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whole letter, but she observed rlo lMfe» 

Temple, that it was very UA|«st, nut 

oMy t^ hin^elf, but what wm of much 

more con^equeDce to her^ to sugr th»t 

all thb applied exactly t# bis ease *. ' » » 

," EM Mr. Temple," she asl^ hia, 

^^ did Ive mean to »iti^U hef» by asserting 

td^at abe could esteemy or have been lE^ar 

oon^ntiag to marry a man, wbo was opi 

idle useless being. No» it was impo$siUe> 

tfa^t any one who had been a ttieroida^ 

'peiMkut on great men, and a foltowetr of 

courts coald ever have recommended 

.himself to her father and ber whdbilft<> 

^ily, ooold ever have been tbe xAmhkso. 

friend of her brother Alfred/' 

Rosamond then, m^ith' playftihiess of 
manner^ b|it serious kin^seaa^ fdeaded 
Mr. Temple's cause against faimad& 

<< It was trae/' she aeknowledgnl, 
'^ that this friend of her brotfaei^B kad 
made one mistake in early liie> b«t wbe 
is there that can say, that he has notni 
youth or age committied a single ^enK^r.-.— 
lir. Temple bad done ose silly thio^ta km 
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wtre> hiif«arreHing with hia profession ; 
'foot he had suffered, and bad made amends 
for this afterwards, by persevering appli- 
cation to literature. There he had ob* 
tained the success be deserved.*— Gentle* 
f»en might sigh and shfUce their heads, 
but eoutd stny gentleman deny this? 
Could it be denied, that Mn Temple had 
distinguished himself in literature?——^ 
06aki any person deny, that a political 
pamphlet of, bis recommended him to 
the notice of Lord Oldborough, one of 
the ablest statesmen in England, who 
flsade him bis secretary^ and whose esteem 
«Bd confidence he aHerwards acquired by 
his merit, and continued in place and out, to 
^oy ?-;-'WiU any gentleman deny this?" 
; -*-**wRosanK>nd added, that ^^ in defence 
of her hrathet^s friend she could not help 
.cibserving, that a man who had obtained 
! the esteem of some of the^ 6rst persons 
<>f their day^ who had filled an employ- 
iment of trust, that of secretary to a mi- 
4iister» with fidelity and credit, who 
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had published three cel^rated political 
pamphlets, and two volomes of moral 
and philosophical disquisitions,^ which, 
as she heard the bookseller say, were 
become stock books, could not deserveto 
be called an idle useless being. ' To be 
born and die would not make all his 
history.— — No : — such a man would^ at 
least -be secure of honorable mention in 
the Biographia Britannica, as a writer 
moral-:— political — ^metaphysical/' 

When Rosamond had, by this defence 
of Mr. Temple, raised his spirits, and 
when she had touched his heart by the 
Idndness of her raillery, she seized the 
moment to urge him to continue^ his 
exertions, and not to sink into the idle- 
ness of despondency. — She was aware, 
she said, that while he was in suspense 
about this promised place, it was difficult 
to follow steadily any employment; but 
she also knew, that, if he could interest 
himself in an occupation in which he 
could continually advance by his indus* 
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*ry, it wcHild afford the best relief to bis 
xmnd^ and woald raise him in his own 
opinion^ and in hers. 
1 This last argument especially was so 
forciUe^ that from that hour Mr. Tem- 
ple regularly devoted a portion of every 
day to a new work> which he had com- 
juenced^ but which in the uncertain 
situation of his affairs^ and the axious 
stat^ of his heart, he had not had> cour- 
age to pursue, till Rosamond supplied 
^im with sufficient motive. 

Considering Mr. Temple now almost 
as one of the Percy family, their bio- 
grapher has thought it not impertinent 
to continue his history with theirs. 

About this time, as if fortune was de- 
termined to persist in showing herself 
averse to those, who had never thorough- 
ly believed in her power; another cala- 
mity, which no prudence could prevent^ 
b^el them. — Soon after they had received 
liters from Colonel Gascoigne, giving 
the most satisfactory account of God- 
frey .^-.saying that he had obtained the 
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highest character among his brother 
officers^ and that he was returning home ; 
Just about the time when his father ex- ^ 
pected to see him came intelligence^ 
that the transport, m which Major 
Percy's division of the regiment was 
embarked, had been separated frocii 
her convoy by a gale of wind in the 
night, and it was apprehended, tfa^t 
she had been taken by the enemy. — 
Godfrey's family hoped for a moment, 
that this might be a false alarm, bcrt 
after enduring the misery of reading 
contradictory paragraphs and contests of 
the newspaper writers with each other 
for several successive days, it was at last 
too clearly established and confirmed by 
official intelligence, that the transport' 
was taken by a Dutch ship. — Colonel 
Gascoigne with his division of the regi- 
ment arrived safety, and no doubt re- 
mained of the misfortune, whicli had 
happened to Godfrey. 

For some weeks they never heard 
n)»re of his &te.-~--Th]8 suspense waa 
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^r^tdful. The Percys have often since 
declared^ that of all they suffisred at this 
period of their lives suspense was the 
evi)^ which they found the most difficult 
to endure. — ^And each individual of the 
family was held in anxious uncertainty^ 
lor a considerable length of time, on 
many points the most nearly interesting 
to their hearts. — 

Mr. Percy's son was a prisoner, he 
knew not in what circumstances.— His 
son-in-law. Count Altenberg, in the peril- 
ous situation of prime minister, in a state 
tbr^tened with revolution, and certain of 
immediate invasion.— —^Caroline's color } 
fading, and her health beginning to : 
suffer from anxiety.— —Rosamond too, 
with Mr. Temple, fluctuating between 
hope and fear. Mr. Percy's own li- * 
becty for life depending on the event of 
a tqal, on a point pf law, over which 
neither his character nor his abilities 
C9uld .have any influence, and of which 
the decision could not be hastened by 



any possible exertion he or his familjr 
could make. 

Suspense may be easily endured by 
persons of an indolent character^ who 
never expect to rule their destiny by 
their own genius; but to those, who 
feel themselves possessed of energy and 
abilities to surmount obstacles^ mid to 
brave dangers, -it is torture to be com- 
pelled to remain passive, to feer that 
prudence, virtue^ genius^ avail them not> 
that while rapid ideas pass in their ima- 
gination, time moves with an unalterable 
pace, and compels them to wait, along 

^,with the herd of vulgar mortals^ for the 

r:Jknowledge of futurity. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 



What has become^ all this time, of the 
Falconer family ? 

.' Since the marriage of Miss Falconer 
with Sir Robert Percyi all intercourse 
fbetween the Falconers and our branch 
-^ the Percy family had ceased. But 
-one morning, Alfred was surprised- byi a 
visit from Commissioner Falconer. The 
Commissioner looked thin, pale, and 
wretched. — He began by condoling with 
Alfred on their mutual family misfor- 
tunes. — Alfred received this condolence 
with politeness, but with a proud con- 
sciousness, that, notwithstanding his fa- 
ther's imprisonment, and the total ruin 
of fortune with which he was threat- 
ened, neither his father, nor any in- 
dividual in his family, would change 
places with any one of the Falconers^ 
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since nothing dishonorable could be isn* 
puted to Mr. Percy, nor were his mis- 
fortunes occasioned by any imprudence 
of his own. 

A deep sigh from the Commissioner^ 
at the moment these thoughts were pass* 
ing in Alfred's mind, excited his com- 
passion, for he perceivod^ that the same 
reflexions bad occurred to Mr. Falconer. 

After taking an immoderate quantity 
of snuff, the Commissioner went on^ and 
disclaimed in strong terms all knowledge 
of his son in law Sir Robert's cruel ar-. 
rest of his cousin. The Commissioner 
said, that Sir Robert Percy had, since 
his marriage with Bell Falconer, behaved 
very ill, and had made his wife show 
great ingratitude to her own family — 
that in Mrs. Falconer's distress^ when 
she and Georgiana were most anxious to 
retire from town for a short time, and 
when Mrs. Falconer had naturally looked 
to the house of her married daughter as ^ 
a sure asylum, the doors of Percy-Hall 
had been actually shut a^;ainst her» Sir 
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Robert declaring, that be would not be 
involved in the difficulties and disgrace 
of a family, who had taken him in to 
marry a girl without any fortune. 

Alfred was perfectly convinced, both 
from the cordial hatred with which the 
Commissioner now spoke of his son-in* 
law, and from Mr. Falconer's disposi^ 
tion, that he had nothing to dp with the 
cruel measures, which Sir Robert had 
taken agaihst Mr. Percy. Commissioner 
Falconer was not a malevolent, but a 
weak man*— incapable of being a disin« 
terested friend— equally incapable of be* 
coming a malicious enemy. The Com- 
missioner now proceeded to his own af- 
fairs, and to the business of his visit. — : 
He said, that he had been disappointed 
in all his hopes from the Greenwich 
party, that when that sad business of Mrs. 
Falconer's dame out, they had seized this 
as a pretence for dropping him altoge- 
ther — that when they had, by Lord Old- 
borpuglfs retreat from office, obtained, 
every" thing they want^, and had no 
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more occasion for nssistance or injbtmif^^ 
tion, they had shamefulljr forgotten or < 
disowned all their former promifies to 
Cunningham Falconer. — They had re- 
fused to accredit him at the conrt of 
Denmark^ refiised even to defiBy tiie ce^v 
penses of his journey thither, which, in' 
the style in which he had thought it ne- 
cessary for an ambassador to travel, had. 
been considerable. Upon the hopes hdd 
out, he had taken a splendid -bouse ia 
Copenhagen, and bad every di^, for 
some weeks, been in expectation of the 
arrival o£ hi|i cred^ntisUs. When it waa 
p^blicly known, that aoother ambassador 
was appointed, Cunningham's creditors 
became clamorous; he contrived to escape, 
from Copenhagen in the night, and was 
proceeding incog, in his journey hcmie^ 
wards, when he was stopped at one of 
tlie small frontier towns, end was tlm% 
actually detain^ in prison for his debti^ 
The poor Commis^sioner produced bis 
son's lett<er, giving an account of his de*: 
tentioD, and stating, that, unless the mo« 
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Tk^ he had raised in Copenhagen wasr 
paHd> there was no hope of his being 
Uberated.-^He must perish in a foreign 

We spare the reader the jost reproaches 
^fiFfaich the unhappy father, at this mo« 
ment, uttered against the Mn's duplicity. 
* — It wais his fate, he said, to be ruined 
by those, for whom he had been laboring 
and planning, night and day, for so many 
3^ars.— — ^** And now," concluded Mr. 
fttlconer,— ** here am I^ reduced to sell 
the last acre of my paternal estate . . ^ I 
shull literally have nothing left but 
F«lconer>-Court, the demesne, and my 
annuity ! — Nothing ! — '—But it must 
be dene, ill as be has used me, and 
imposmide as it is, ever, even at this 
crisfs, to get the truth from him ... I 
ti^ust pay the money — he is in jail, and 
camiot be liberated -without this ;sum — I 
have here, you see, under the hand of 
the chief magistrate^ sufficient proof . . . 
i will not, however, trouble you, my 
dcai* Sir, with showing more of these 
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tetters.— Only it is a comfort to me 
' to speak to one, ivho will listen with 
some sympathy • . . Ah ! Sir, wiien out 
of place ! . . . out of favor ! . . . selKng 
one's estate ! . . . how people change ! — 
But I am taking up your time. — Since 
these lands are to be sold, the sooner, 
the better.— Your fether, you know, is 
trustee to my marriage settleoEients, and,* 
I believe, his consent, his signature, wiH 
be necessary-— ^will it notN-^-^— I am no 
lawyer — I really am not dear what fir' 
necessary — and my solicitor, Mr. Sharpe, 
I have dismissed — perhaps, ymi will al* 
low me to put the business into your 
hands."— 

Alfred undertook it> and kincUy told 
the Commissioner, that if he would send^ 
him his papers, he would, without put-* 
ting htm to any expense, look them over - 
carefully — ^have all the neces^ry releases^ 
drawn — and make his title clear to any 
purchaser who should apply. ; " 

The Commissioner was fall of grati«- 
tade for this friendly offer, and immedi^ 



Ql^y 'begged;' th^t^'b^ ntrght le^ve his 
titl^deedd with^fl^d. Afceordlngly the^ 
settlrtiC'W^ deSJrctf ^o*bf ittg'in the box7 
which he had left in the caTriage.-=-Tfttf "^ 
O>tilttiisiiot2ef ' tb^nt rose to ' taki^ leiVe^ 
batA^fr^bcfgged he would' istiy, till hfe 
had^^wtittent' a Hit of the dfeeds^, as^hr' 
madtf' it a rule" n6veir td ' take'^chaFg^ of ^ 
anypapenr, without* givifig^a Y^ipt'fer* 
them. The CoflnwissioiiiSr" tIio!igtft this;'" 
*' a ijiiperfltiotw delicacy between frteiidn ' 
aild^retatives';" but AffiH3*obsel^ed;'that 
relations would; perh^j^s, oftfener ctftifi. 
nue friends; if in nlattet'i ofbusitt^*' 
they took care ^I wayrtoi be^ as: exacft' asr* ' 
ifthey ' were* strangers: 

The ConmiTSdioner looked at his w^ttfh 
— f-saidrlie was in haste-^-^he WaS going td 
warit upcm Lord somebody, fronrwtiOTi, 
itt spite' of all his experience, he expected - 
something; 

"You will fintl a list of the-deedsri 
hate auction/' sa^id he, " in the* bo5c, 
Mr. Alfred Percy, and yOU ireed only 
sign it— that* will be quite sufflcient.*** 
VOL. IV. o 
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** When I have compared the papea^ 
with the list I will sign it/' said Alfred^ 
— <^ mj clerk and I will do it as quickly 
as possible."—* 

The Commissioner, secretljr cunnng^ 
Alfred's accuracy, and muttering some* 
thing of the necessity^for his own pnnc^^ 
tAalitj, was> however, obliged to submit 
*^He sat down*--tbe clerk was sent £»<* 
— the box was opened. — ^The list of the 
papers was, as Alfred found, drawn outr^ 
by Buckhurst Falconer; and theOnn* 
missioner now recollected the time, ' 
'^ Just when poor Buckhurst,'' said the ? 
father, with a sigh^-^*' was arguing with^ 
me against going into the church — At 
that time I remember he was desperately 
in love with your sister Caroline." ■ 

'' Why, in truth," said Ai* 

fred, smiling, as he read over the scrawl-« 
ed list, ''this looks a little as if it were 
written by a man in love — :Here's an- 
other reason for our compariug the pa« 
pers and the list/' 

€€ Well— well— J took it all upott 



tvmfy I alii x^hmyer^I iieTer loblced 
at: than— never opened the Ikmc, andanw 
v^ry sorry to be obliged to do it now,"— 
The essential care> either of papers orr 
ertatey * tho^ Commisaione^r had evermore 
nc^kcted^ v^hile he had all bis life been 
castle-buildingy or pnrsuiog some phan* •^ 
torn of fortune at court. Whilst Alfred «> 
was comparing the papers and the list, 
the Conxmissioner went on talking of the 
marriage of Caroline with Count Alien* . 
berg^ asking when thby expected thei 
Count to return, or when Caroline would 
go to him. It .was possible, that Count 
Altenberg might be moved to make some . 
remonstrance in favor of Cunningham ; 
and a word or two from him to the 
Duke of Greenwich would do the bu* 
siness*--*The Commissioner longed to hint 
this tx> Alfired> but Alfred was so intent 
upon theie bundles of parchment, that 
till every one of them was counted, it 
would be in vain to make the attempt* 
So the Commissioner impatiently stood 
hfi while>tbe cterk went on calling over 
o 2 
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ilie pfiper8> and AJfir^d^. ia^ual straiai,! 

'' Thmk Heamiir' said he to him^ 
stlS, they have got to the last baadW*\ 

'^ BttQdle. eighteen/' cried the clerk* 

<« Bundle . eightaea" — replied Alfred' t 
-^" How many numbers does it con* 
tain?'* 

" SixV-,^id the clerk.— 

" Six! — no, seven, if you. please/* 
said Alfreds 

«« But ijix.in the list. Sir.*' 

**t I will read them over,'* said Alfred.. 
'* Number oqe. Deed of Assignment to 
Filmer Griffin, Esq, No. 2. Deed of 
Mori^gage to Mai^aret Simpson,. widow« 
No* d«. Deed of Lease and Release. 
No. 4^ Lease foe a Year." 

" No 4., no such thing . . . Stop^ Sir, 
Deed!" 

Alfred gave one look at the paper, 
and, starting up, snatched it from the 
haxhds of his clerk,, with an exclamation, 
of joy — rang the bell-r-ordered a coach i 
to. be called instantly — then signed the i 
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ireed^t ^or <he Commissidner, ' pot it 
into bis IntDds-^oeked the bex ; and «U 
-^was' done frith such rapidity^ that the 
Gomnusstoner had neither time to re^ 
cover * from 'his ""surprise^ nor to expFess 
,hi8 QHFiosity. 

Whilst the coach was coming to the 
rdoor, < Alfred^ being now a tittle i^ore 
.^iamj^osedy explained — It was Sir John 
'PeFoy's*Deed--^the king lost^Deed-^the 
loss of which had deprived his father of 
bis estate — and of his liberty. 

Backhurst Falcofier^ it seems^ had, by 
knistake, put it into this box; the Com- 
missioner no^ ^^ecoUected, that several 
of Mr. Percy's papers had been lying on 
the table at the time Buckbnrst ^was 
^ae<king these up> and he t^d be^ik 
x^harged not to mix theih--^Blit he was 
imteless, and in love— ^Alfr^d, at tbiit 
time, was not in the country^ and the 
Deed liaad never been thought of, or 
missed, till the night of the fire at Per- 
cy-Hall. — ^And then, after the most<lili* 
geat search, it was concluded, that it 
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must have been consumed in tbe^itme$. 
'-^Alfred could not stay to listen either 
to the Commissioner's congratulations, or 
to his apolojgies for Biickhurst's care- 
liessness, bnt hurried away to be the 
bearer of the joyful tidings to his father^ 
mother^ and Caroline. 

Rosamond and his wife he put info 
the coachSvith him, and cfrove off» tell- 
ing them they would see presently where 
thqr Were going, and for what-^- — ^Att 
the way Rosamond exercis^ her jnge* 
nuity in vain, trying to find butcher 
brother's purpose! When they arrived 
within sight of the King's-Bench-prisoii s 
her imaginaiion went beyond the truths 
and she^ was sure that Alfred hkd 
obtained an order some way or other^ 
for her father's refease. Alfred, pro- 
voked by her imagining something be* 
yond the reality, represented to her the 
absurdity, the impossibility of her six^^ 
position; and that, in England, there is 
no obtaining any order to supersede the 
coulee of law. Rosamond's next giiess 
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yna, if not a legale a moral impossibly. 
She fancied^ that Sir Robert Percy had 
relented^ and that he had sent his father- 
in-law^ Commissioner Falconer^ to make 
term^ with Alfred, and to ^ant her fa- 
ther release — ^To this one point of her 
father's release all her ideas tended^ but 
she could get no further, 
, T^ moment Mr. Percy saw his ^op, 
he saidr— " Alfred, I am sure, by your 
rCounteoance> that you have some good 
news to tell me." — 

Caroline and Mrs. Percy, s^lmost at 
the same moment, repeated the same 
thing. 

Alfred answered, by producing Sir 
I Jphn Percy's deed, which he quietly 
lai(l down on the table before his father, 
\telling him how it had been found — ^A 
i^w minutes Alfred staid to hear the ex- 
clamations of joy, then suddenly snatch- 
ed up his hat, and said, '^ I must leave 
ypu, or, after all, I may be the cause 
of my father's being detained some 
jnonths longer in prison—? — No, my dear 
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^C»n't explaixi, you .iMOf()d:i|ottAiHienrtMcl 

.yqntaiUrr^pjpier.fyce^lmev^t saw/* 

Alfred wrote . iioQie^ifitely to-^ir Bx>- 
bert Percy ^ w^nfocmifig^ hipa, '^t|»tf.Sr 
John Percy's de^ ^93 iooqdy (^t^ >it 

./^Uopld be sbaMqd to >whoevar(^e,f||ould 

,i;eQd,:|o AljGred!s )»oi^ 'to 8ttit''«i-^e 

Mi^h ''titfilt fee tjmt^ rSw tRQb«t 
would^ when he shdold^ib^ ^^^M^l^ ^f 
the ^t^enoe^ a^id tijenti^y «pf #het3^9^, 

, stop liis present proQeedkig^ atid relewe 
Mr. Percy ; as a coatitmance of tbe;4|iit 
qould only i^tiipatelyiti^r^fisettle, costs 

.and^daipages^ which^ in the 0?eQt^f a 
Qew triaU Tamt fall ^ntirely^ .ftii# Xk^- 

,vily, .upon Sir Robert." 

No ;^&w?r was recent for 60itie,4ays 
ftom ,Sir . Jlobert 5 Mr. Sharpe, b^s So- 
liqit^r^ called^ howei^r^ on Alfred, and 
,in bis presence-T^for Alfred woyld o^t Jet 
it put of his hands — examii^ tb^ deed 
r-^noted down in his pocket-book the 
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.ctthtfTfpMrlicalanu ^f whiob» he d»er?^, 
it .ipftts neoeesary be flhould inform Sir 
Robert^ before be ea«ld be aatisfiecl as to 
ihe identity of Aheffc<»yeya Do e > Sharpe 
ym» pnttH^Uaiy ^eee and ^g«arded ia 
im imsks itad woids dariiig tbis inter^ 
vie^; wdaid aMfberfUdmit fior deny Iba^ 

, he was satisfied^ «tMl went away^ leaving 
tiotbiug^mteki, b«(t'tfaat be would write 
io1Sk/S<dk$rt-H-~AlfVed thought he saw^ 
that they meant to avoid giving «i an- 
swer> in order to keep possession and 
.dotem hn JkLbet prtsoner seme mentbs 
iMgW; tiU ^nn^htr tem». He took all 
tbe 'Moesaary steps -to brisg^ the matter 

.«to4rial immediately, withoiit wMttng^fw 
foy aMwcr irom Sir Kebert — ^— No let- 
^r came from bimi, but j^Jfred teceived 

Jmm/fais Micitor the £DU#wing a^te : 
,'1 . • ' 

" Sib, 

^ I am directed by Sir Robert 
£epcy» to laeqnaint you, in reply to 
youm of IkB SOth instant^ that conceiv* 
o 5 
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ing his title to the Percy estate to^ heiai 
waj affected by the instromefit to wkidi 
you allade therein^ he cannot wittidiwr 
his pi*e9ent suit for the mesne rates. 

*^ Sir Robert Percy ha^ ordtn^ me, as 

his Solicitor^ to take defence against yoiif 

ejectment, stating to be^ for the wt^ 

corery <^ aforesaid lands-^ithwith^ ^ 

And am. Sir, 

yonr hambk lervant^ ^-i 
A; SaaBVBi*^ i 



Alfred was surprised, disapporale^ 
and alarmed, by this answer-^fer he hod 
imagined, thut their utmost aoMdiceeooUl 
only hare attempted to prolong tiiep6^ 
riod of bis Other's imprisonment hf 
continuing the present suit, which msst, 
as he had thought, fitU to tbeTgtmiiM}, 
in consequence of the recovwy df the 
deed — ^But the idea of their taking de- 
fence, and standing a new trial against 
this deed, had never occurred to him as 
possible even to their effrontery itt xil- 



faihg>w.He CfmsuHed Mr. Friaadi who, 

iie^ consUkriog Sharpe'^ letter^ could 

wA devise what defence tl^y intended 

to m^hep as the deed» upon most ac* 

f»rate examination^ appeared duly ex- 

ceatedi aeeording to the provision of the 

statute of frauds^ Upon the wbol^ 

Mr* Fjriend was of opinion^ thc^i the h^e^ 

was meant merely to alarm the plaintiffs, 

and t6 bring th^a^ to offipr or consent to 

a )6oinpfeftiis4^« In this opinion Alfred 

was confirmed the next day^ i>y jun^iii* 

terview with Sharpe, accidental on 

Aifired's {Hirfc, b6t designed aQd pr^pi^red 

Iqr the Solicitor^ who watched Alfred as 

he was ecmiing out of the Courts, and 

dogged him till^ he parted from somis 

gentlemen^ with whom he was walking, 

then joining him, he said, in a voice 

which Mr. Ailscrip might have envied 

for It's power of isetting sense at defi*- 

ance : 

c ^^ I am happy, Mr. Alfred Percy, to 
tefaance to see you to day • . . for, with a 
view to put an end to litigation and dif- 



PFiPWwiflgj t^ ? .4^ %0t ia«.t or HW* 
fiow^ in ^y wi«e,.a0 9r fvr^SirJMmJt 
-P^rcy, 9r wtfi wfrjresfi* ^ M» -feeitg 
jpy client, jvv ;|tf a ft(di«lQ«"; ii^ .(^ 

,«)Ie|y as flne^nliJem^n.to f^nci^er, <«|MP 
ApftprT-A»4 not ;^ri9ging 4qrwwd .fnqr 
,i4ea to be.Aakep a4wQt9g^;<^ Js^iMa/lw, 
^^ftstejgk^lRg .tp.««y tl^iug, ipU^eisiwpp.iftf 
iggi p|F(|r to compromise, yitw^. Am ^a 
4^ pflint erf" viev, jijo^i ,lwo(W,. ^^ 
rPOnlfl.P.ot }>^ ;vyarr9nil)e4-i^j^?^rd.lQri!|Qy 

,«PPeW»wi.." . > ,. ! 

*' ^pt^ jjEflW ^ ao good, ]V|r. .SMp^> 

J9 Jlto^? #PWe «rl»»t7ypw ,dO;»sW-rT^«r 

^ cpn^e^ I do.npfe ii^ apy ^fgK«e, ^. 

,/^Stf H^ y<)u." . :,ib 

** ^hy then, JSir, .yh^t J umeiAQ ;ip» 
simply, and candidly, and frankly, t)^if , 

.;^ha^ if I i^pld, -witlWJt /cpni^qKnitiflg 
t\(t intei;?st of JB(iy eljenj, whipbj ^.^ 
b^nf^ mwi, j( $m .b<«ip^ ;i)«t, tft dp pr 



^p|i|^e!ur to do, I sb^old wish to putaa 
•od to this litigmtion between reiationst; 
iBdd though your fierther thinks jse *his 
•BQiny> wQfM conrince bim to the oon> 
M^mj, if iie.imiild tSiow me, mnd conM 
I^Hnt o«l the mean0 of sbortening that 
/popfinement^ ybich has occaobned w 
:jBMi^ «eaQ4al; «nd moreover^ coutd de- 
1^996 «n aocoBimo^tion^ which might be 
^agr^a(Ue 4o bpth parties^ and save yon 
a w^ -deal of tranUe ^od veisation ; pos- 
^fWOVu'^ fld()ed he, laughing, ^'ibcing 
nine tenths of the law."— 

Mr. Sbarpe paused, as if hQf>ing that 
jSOipeflfaingjiroiiM niow be said by Alfi^, 
^that jtiight direct him whether to ad- 
^Mic^ lor fecede^ bnt Alfred tmly ob- 
46rved> Ihal tba.«ad\N^r.rS(iai:pe proposed 
4q hioKMelf iby speaking, hms to be nh- 
'^b^tpod, apd tbat this desirable isnd he 
.hfid tlot 3?ett aMaioed. 
, ^^ Why, :Sir, in some cases, onef can- 
not venture to make one self understood 
(ffioy way but by inn^e^does." — 

f< TJfteBt, good «M3Mrfting to you. Sir, 
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joQ BtkA I can never UDder$kih<f ott# 
another/' ./ -; 

^' Pardon me. Sir, nnlesa you are ift 
a hurry/' cried Mr. Sharpe, ' catcbiiig^ 
Alfred bj the bnttony ««ii^hiGh {^\Sbh iA 
large an estate, to. whidh ^oU ni^ 
eventually tuei^^i^,' and yeuf' fother^ 
KbeHymdr^oVer arein qti^stknl) yMi aM 
*o6 hiuch a man of feelitig, atifd a iniia 
of business to be*~In one Word ibut^ 
^ I woiik detain you another :mottienl| 
and I ^tbvf myself ^en,' and MnM H 
your honor/' * - ' 

^« You do tfte honor/* 

^« Put a parallel case^^-^*-^ — *• Y^ 
frfaintiff A*i-^-t-, I defendant B^— ^^ 

4[ should, if I wera A «, but no vra^ 

advising it, b^ng B-*-^. — ^ olfi»r to di- 
Tide the whole prqoferty; and thttt 
the offer would be accepted^ I'^eiigagfe 
upon my honor, supposing myself wi«u 
Sieesing the transaction, only just as a 
gentleman/' ^^^ 

^Impossible, Sir/' cried Alfred, with 
indignation. ^< Do you tabe nie for a 



4eQl ? Dp yon think I would give up half 

my father's estate^ knowing that he ha$ 

m. right to the whole ?-^It is true we are 

>wii2Qous» to see my lather released from 

that prispotintc^which he hM beep unjustly 

iiti4 eruelly tbrojtvn^ but, be assured Sift 

^at though we» his childreq, wpuld think 

9iQ;prioe(tb^t we^could pay top great, to 

pi9f chase^ his liberty, evena.fe[vir iponth9 

stalker than the course of Uw wiU gire it 

tPiimf^y^^h^ would qeveif permit me 

t^ m^sush |k)4acQi6€e, as that whi^b 

you propose/* > 

" Propose . . • pf^rdf(HifWe„$ir-*^I pro- 
|p^Ved'nothiiigr^farKfr0ni it— only sug- 
gested a« A; JB^ casei— But one word more 
^irA"corled}]^--Sh^i|)e^ hoWing Alfred 
w^ho was^liqreaking &om hirti,-*-*' for your 
i^n , ..' .^ your father's interest^ — ^you see 
4his thif^ <i^Ue in a wrong pointof view, 
.when you. talk of a few months more or 
iess imprisonment, and delay of getting 
possession, being all there is between us, 
^Depend upon it, if it goes to trial, you 
,iviH^ neyer ^ possession.' ' , 



**Thj&n Sir, if you thinJcM, .Jrouialjf 
betraying the interest of your dtei^t, ii^ 
advising me not to let it go to trial," , 
i^ " Good God, Sir ! \mt tM is lietweeiPi 
ycrii and me only." 

^ '* Pjard^a me Sir, it is b«tw«en y<» 
imd your conscience-" — 

, *' Oh,. if tbatfs all . My conscience 

4s at ease, when I'm trying to prevent 

4he scandal of litigation bet«^een relar 

tious .... Therefore, just let me men- 

J,U^ to yon /or jroor private informatioi^ 

what I know Sir Robert would not wish 

.tp come out before the trial." 

. " Don'l tell it to me Sir-J will not 

be^ itrr-Ekcuse me," cried Alfred,-*-- 

bi^eidcing from him, and walking on very 

/ast. 

Faster still Sharpe pursued, — " yiou'll 
,remf mber Sir i^ all events, tliat what has 
;been said '^ not to go farther,n^-you'll 
Jiot for^." — 

^ ^< I shall never forget, that I am a man 
of bpnpr Sir,"-T-said Alfred. — 

Sharpe parted from l^im mttttering^ 



^' that if he.lired ta tbe day-of tiifel, he 
fWQuI(l repent fchis." . 

**'And if I live to the <diiy of judg- 
zm^nt, I Bh^ll jaever repent it," ^bought 

Now ful]y convinced, that Sir Bobert 
deaired a coio^romise, .and v\^aitted ^nly 
^a-se€mre, wiiilst in possession, soo^ por- 
tion of that pi;operty,<i;^iohj20 knew tiie 
Jaw woiddi|iitimaAe}y.for<:«.him to reliii- 
.qiiiah; Alfred « persevered in his iaourse, 
. freed . fronii t»he .alacm intp wbich he had 
been thrown, when he first learned Ithat 
Ilis opponent^ intended to take defence. 
•^Alfred felt assured, that they wonld 
neveriet the natter come to trial-*-Bat 
time passed x>n, and they still p^aisted*^ 
A nUnt wsas^ven.io . Alfred, by x^neiof 

l)i»'&ither*s old teQa^ts JB^t we Will 

inot forestal tbis part of the story .-^ 

. .Whilst Alfred i^tas comparing varioiis 

reports and suspioioos,. calculating moral 

and legal .possibiliti^, and preparing for 

the 4ecisiv:e ) day of triaJ, the following 

Jetter arrived from Godfrey. 
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) ^ Dear father^ mofber, brothers^ sieten^ 
an! I hope^ jovl are not undar anj 
anxiety about txre, for here I am safe 
and sounds and in excdknt quarters, a^ 
the house of Mynheers Grinderweld, 
Groensveld, and Sliddersdiildy Amate^- 
dam-^tbe Dutch merofaaiits who fwete 
ihipwrecked on our coast years ago^If 
it had happened yesterday, the thing 
«ould not be fresher in their memories^-. 
My dear Rosamond, wh^i we lai^hi^d 
at their strimge names, square figures» 
ami formal advice at parting, to apf^yio 
them if ever we should in ttie cbatigQis 
and chances of human events be reduced 
to distress, we little thought, that Isa 
prisoner should literally come to seek 
shelter at their door.— ^And most hospi- 
tably have I been received-^Natioiial 
.prejudices, which I early acquired^ I 
tdon't know liow, against the Dutcl^ 
made me fancy that a Dutchman could 
ihink only of himself, and would give 
4U)thing for nothing, I can only say 
Irom ei^perience^ I have been as faonpi^ 
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.taUjr treated in Amsterdain^ as ever I 
was in London. These ^ honest liiei^ 
chants have ovenvhelmed me with civi- 
lities and substantiid services, and stfll 
they seem to tfatnk^ they can never do 
enough for me— I wish I may ever sci^ 
:diem on Eo^tsh ground again*-^Btit we 
ihave no Percy-Hidl to recdre them in 
novT) and as weU as I remember the 
Hifo^ ure^ could not conveniently stow 
more than one at a time — Side by side 
as they stood after breakfast, I recollect^ 
lit Percy-Hall, they would fill up the 
p stlot at the Hills. — 

*^ I have reason to be in high spirits 
codny^ for these good people have just 
' be^i telling me, that the measuiesth^ 
have been taking to get my exchange 
efibcted have so far succeeded, they havfe 
reason to believe, that in a week or a 
fortnight at fhrthest, I shall be under way 
Tor England.-— 

^ « In the mean time, you will wondeir 
perhaps how^ I got here— fori perceive 
that I have subjected mj^elf to Rosa- 
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mond's ^Id rcfHroach'of neter feiegnmSK^ 

my story at the beginning ^Mjr father 

•ays, half the mistakes in the^condact«f 

fattman affiMrs - arise ' ^om our > taking Jbr 

.granted; .imt I think I may take it ibr 

granted) that either from < tb6 nevrspa- 

Mpers/Qr frcm Gascoigne, Hl^botmist 1>e m 

£^aad before ^tkfts *timej yau 'liave 

' learned, that the traosport 'I was'?on 

..board,* with 40i}y divisioni of thetegiflHent,^ 

. parted convoy in * the atorm of the 1 8tb, 

in the night, ^aod at day break fell to 

with 4;wo Dutchmen— Oar 'brave "boys 

fought, as English sailoFs^lw!ays:do .... 

9iit it fisrall over ik>w, and it does not 

signify proMog about it — ^Twoto onewas 

too iiHipb^--^ve were * capAored. I bad 

jMtbaen five minutes on tlie-Diutchmaii's 

4eek, -^hen .1 ^observed' oae ^f the $ail4^; 

^yei^g^^ke very atteativejly— Ppesently he 

tORpie iipMafiid $pok^ to^me, >aiid<a»ked,if 

my name was not Percy^-andMif I did 0dt 

reooUect tO'bave^«een him bdfor^-^He 

fpat fne ifn'4Kiind'of the Ihipwreck, ^and 

.toldvine •he w^ olie af the -csailor^, who 



yirwe hirlHwredin one tof my fathier*s out 
housaSj whilst they were repairing the 
wreck — I ask^- him what had become of 
the drunken carpenter, and toM htmthe 
disati^teit that ^sued in conseqnenee of 
that rascal's carelessness — My'saik)r was 
excessively shocked at the account of 
the fire at Peroy-Hall^ — ^he thumped hrs' 
breast, till I thought he would have 
t[>roken hi9 breast4>one; and aft^ re-^ 
Fieving his^mind,* by cursing and swear- 
ing, in high Dtitch^ low Dlitch,i and' 
English, against the drunken carpenter, 
he told me, that there was no .use in- 
saying any* more, for that he had pun- 
ished himsdf: He was . found dead 

ome* morning b^ind a barrel, from 
which in* the night he had been drink-i^ 
ingepirits siirreptitiously with a straw ! — 
Pflgiy ' tell this ta our good old steward^ 
who used always to prophecy, that this 
fellow would come to no good — Assure* 
hrm however at the same time^ that all 
the Butch sailors do not deserve his 
maledteti^iid. Tell hinj, I can answefr * 
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for ther poor fellow who recognised skt^:: 
ai^4 wbo during the whole passage neyer; 
fiuled to show me and my fellow prisoners, 
€|f>wn to the lowest scalers of the regt- 
npent^ eyeiy little attention in his power« 
Wh^n we got to Amsterdam^ it was he 
reminded me .of the Dutch merchants^ 
to)d me their nam^^ whi€b> witboirt hi» 
assistance^ I might have perished before 
I could ever have recollected^ showed: 
me the way to thar houses and neva 
rested^ till he saw me wdl settled. 

^^ You will expect from me .mmei 
account of this place, • • . . — r-youneed 
not expect any, for just as I had got ta. 
this line in my letter, i^peared one who: 
has put all the lions of Amsterdam fairly 
out of my head— -^ — ^Mr. Gresham ! — He: 
has been for some weeks in the country^ 
and lias just returaed-^^The Dutch merh 
chants npt knowing of his being ac- 
quainted with my family, had n^er 
n^tioned him to me-— or me to him*^ 
Sp our surprise at meeting was great^^^^nd 
mutual — what pleasure it is in a foreign 
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itrjr, and to a poor prisonefr; to see 

any one from dear Englaad^-^iiiid o^iie^ 

lyho knows our own friends. I had nerer ^ 

known Mr. Gresbam myself, but yoit 

have ail by yoar letters made mew^ 

acqaainted with him — I like him j^row 

cUgiousbf y^^o use a lady's word — (not 

yours, Rosamond) — Letters from Mr« 

Henry were waiting for him here— He 

hss JQst of^ened them, and the first news 

fae tells me is, that Caroline is going to 

be married — Is it possible ? — Count Al« 

tenfaerg! — ^The last time I heard from 

you, you mentioned nothing of this? 

Some of your letters must have been 

lost-^^Pray write again immediately^ and 

do not take it Ibr granted, that I shall be 

at home before a letter can reach me> 

but give me a full history of every thing 

up to the present moment — How I wish 

I was with you ! — Groensveld is seating 

his letters for London, and says, he must 

hswe mine now or never — ^Adieu — ^Pfay 

write fully — ^you can't be too minute for 



9Hi PAr)«MM«£{- 

a^pooc p(^DerU«Yours-a£Sietlomd;iri3r>i 
baming uritii cariosityi*— - 

G. PiElReY." 

lt> ' was foftanate ' that Mrv H^r^s 
lettiefFs had been sent befote Carolina's/ 
weddmg ; as it prevented Godfl^y*« 
knowing any thing of thfe'wdancfcoSy' 
confesion of 'that day^ and crf'the-irt- 
prisomnent of his father— ^-WhHe his 
family weredebating^ whether they sbdnld ^ 
orshould not comply with his request trf' 
wnting htm« a foU account of alt things, ' 
a 'letter < arrived from MV, Greirbam* to ^ 
Mr, Henry, with information, that God-' 
frby 's exchangebad been actually efiecled; ' 
and that he had just seeured his passngeoa 
board a vessel for England, which would ' 
sail the vensning . week" ; no lettfer there- 
fore coiild possibly reach him * befbte he 
sboold^uit Amsterdam. 

In a committee of^ dates; held by tlfe 
wti^lo' fatotly-^Rosamond' exclusive,-^ 
wlio norer kAew any^ thing about'dacte^ 
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it ^iras^ 'isetded^ that, wind and weather 
permittitig, tjfodfrey would arrive just 
about the tin^e^ when the trial was to 
come on. 

This somewhat encreased Alfred^s 
nn^ety for the event. Other circum- 
rstatices also contributed to raise it to the 
hrgbest pitth. 

X.ord Oldborough, Surprised at neither 
seeing Mr. Temple, nor hearing from 
him of his marriage, wrote to inquire 
tvhat delayed his promised return to 
Qermont-Park. Taking it for granted, 
that he Was married, his Lordship, in the 
most polite manner, begged ** that he 
would prevail upon his bride, to enliven 
the retirement of an old statesman by 
her sprightly company — As the friend ■ 
of her father he made this request, with 
a confidence in her hereditary disposition ' 
to show him kindness." 

In reply to this letter, Mr. Tempfe 
t<M bis friend and ma^er what had de* 
layed his marriage, and why he had *^' 
hitherto forborne to trouble him on the 

VOL. IV. P 
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subject. — -Lord Oldborough3 astonished 
and indignant, uttered once» and but 
once, contemptuous exclamations against 
the ** Inconceivable meanness of Lord 
Skrimpshire/' and the '^ infinitely small 
mind of his Grace of Greenwich.*'— f 
Then, without condescending to any 
communication with inferior powers, his 
Lordship applied directly to the highest 
authority. The consequence was, that 
a place, double the value of that which 
had been promised to his secretary, was 
given to Mr. Temple, with apologies foe 
the delay, which, as " Mr. Secretary 
Cole had it in command to assure his 
Lordship, had arisen solely from the 
anxious desire of Ministers, to mark their 
respect for his Lordship's recommenda- 
tion, and their sense of Mr. Temple's 
merit, by doing more than had been ori- 
ginally proposed. An opportunity, 

for which they had impatiently waited, 
had now put it in their power to evince 
the sincerity of their intentions in a 
mode, which, they trusted, would prove 
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to the entire satis&otion of his Loiid^ 
ship/' 

The greatest care was taken^ both in 
substance and manner, to gratify Lord 
Oldborougb, whose loss had been felt, 
and whose value had, upon comparison; 
increased in estimation. Mr. Temple 
was immediately put in possession of his 
place, and he had the additional plea~ 
sure of feeling, that the delicacy with 
which he had refrained from complaint^ 
and the patience with which he endured 
suspense, were estimated by his noble 
friend and master. Rosamond was re* 
warded by seeing the happiness of the 
man she loved, and hearing him declare, 
that he owed it to her prudence. 

" Rosamond's prudence!-^ — Who ever 
expected to hear this?" Mr. Percy ex- 
claimed — " And yet the praise is just 
— So, henceforward, none need ever 
despair of grafting prudence upon ge- 
nerosity of disposition and vivacity oi 
temper." 

Mr. Temple obtained from Rosamond 
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a promise to be his^ as soon as her father 
should be released from his prison} 
till then, she could not think of leaving 
him. 

Alfred heard this promise repeated 
with silent agony of mind.*—** The hap* 
piness of all who are most dear to me at 
stake — How much depends on the event 
of this trial!" 

Next, came letters from Count Alten* 

berg Briefly — in the laconic style of 

a man who is pressed at once by sudden 
events and strong feelings^ he relates^ that 
<* at the siege of the city of * ¥it m ^ ^ 
by the French, early in the morning of 
the day on which it was expected that 
the enemy would attempt to storm the 
town, his Prince, while inspecting the 
fortifications, was killed by a cannon- 
ball, on the very spot, where the Count 
had been standing but a moment before. 
All public aflFairs were changed in 
his country by the death of the Prince — ^ 
His successor, of a weak character, was 
willing to purchase present ease, and to 
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secxire his low pleasures^ at any price — 
ready to give up the hotior of his country, 
lind to submit to the conqueror. — ^That 
he had been secretly intriguing with the 
^nemy had been suspected ; and this sus- 
picion was confit'med by his dastardly 
capitulation, when the means of defence 
were in his'power, and the spirh of his 
people ekger for resistance. ' 

** With tndignatioD, heightened by 
grief, contrast, and despairing patriot- 
}sm-~Count Altenberg had remonstrate 
— in vain — had refused, as minister, to 
put his signature to the capitulation-— 
liad been solicited urgently to concede 
—offers of wealth and dignities pressed 
upon him — These he rejected with scorn 
Released from all his public engage- 
ments by the death of his friend the late 
Prince, and by the retiring of the Prin- 
cess from Court, Count Altenberg re- 
fused to act as minister under his suc- 
cessor — and seeing that, under such a 
' successor to the Government, no means 
of serving or saving the country re- 
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mained, be at once determined to ^mi 
it for ever. Resolved to live in a free 
coantry, already his own half by birth, 
and wholly by inotinatioo, where he has 
property sufficient to secnre hioi inde^ 
pendenoe^ sufficient ibr all his own 
wishes, and for the sti41 more moderate 
d^ires of the woman be loves. Where he 
can enjoy, better than on any other spot 
now in the whole, eompesaof the civilised 
world, the blessiogs of real liberty, and 
of domeatic tranqoillity and happi* 
ness." 

His decision made, it was prompitly 
executed — He left to a friend the trans^ 
acting the sale of that plant of his Ger- 
msoi property, of which he had not 
already dis^posed, and concluded his 
letter to Caroline thus, 

«* Passports obtained ! — Every thia^g 
done but to pay my duty tothe Princess 
before I leave the country — Early, next 

y^efk I shall set oBtfor England nMay 

the cloud, whieh hung^ over yomr £Rtber 
w^en we parted, my beloved Caroline^ 
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he dilsidpated ! May we meet in peffect 
happiness !" ' 

CaroKae*s eyes involiintarfly turned 
on Alfred as she read the lasi word s ' ■ 
It was only by strong effort and habitlnal 
command of mind^ that be could pre- 
serve his self-possession under the action 
of such desperately strong motive, and 
the sense of such deep responsibility. — -^ 
Many of his brother lawyers were not 
only doubtful, bnt more inclined t6 
de!^>ond than to- encourage him as to 
the event of the trial — Several regretted, 
that he had not accepted of Mr. Sharpens 
offered compromise. ^* Half the estate 
certain, and his father's release from all 
difficulties, they thought was too good 
an ofier to have been rejected !"— he 
ttiight, ** as Sharpe had prophesied, 
live to repent his rejection of that pro- 
jk^sal." 

Others observed, that though Mr. 
Alfred Percy- was certainly a young mad 
6f great talents, and bad been successfnt 
at the Bar, yet still he was a young 
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lawyer. — It was a bold and hazardoB^ 
not to say rash thing, to take upon him» 
aelAhe conduct of a suit against such op- 
ponents as Sharpe, and Sir Robert Percy 
— practised in law— hardened in iniquity 
— and now driven to desperation. 

Mr. Friend was the only man, who 
stood steadily by Alfred, and never 
wavered in his opinion — ^''^ Trust to truth 
and justice/* said he,— ** You did right 
not to compromise — ^Be firm— If you 
faiU you will have this consolation, you 
yfiW have done all that man could do tq 
deserve success." — 

— The day of trial approached. — 
Mr. Friend had hoped, till very late 
in the business, that the object of their ad* 
versaries was only to intimidate, and that 
they would never let it go to trial — ^Now 
it was plain they would — But on what 

grounds ? Again and again Mr. Friend 

and Alfred perused and reperused Sir John 
Percy's deed, and examined the opinions 
of counsel of the first eminence. — Both 
law and right appeared to be clearly on 



;their side^ but it was not likely^ that 
their experienced opponents should per-> 
sist without having some strong re* 
source. 

A dread silence was preserved by Sir 
Robert Percy and by Mr. Solicitor 
Sharpe. — They must have some deep 
design;* what it could he remained to 
be discovered evea till the day pf trial. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 



TT-HlE day of trial arrivcd-^The trial 
oanke <m about three o'dodc ia the evseiK» 
ing. The court was^ uncoinnioiiiy 
crowded. The friends of Mr* Percy, 
the adherents of Sir Robert, appeared 
on opposite sides of the galleries. Sir 
Robert's adherents boasting loud of his 
certainty of success, and spreading all 
manner of false and abusive reports of 
Alfred and Mr. Percy, whose friends, 
mean time, preserved a dignified silence 

Neither Godfrey nor' Count Alten- 

berg had arrived in England; among 
the spectators, the only person of Mr. 
Percy's family who was present was 
Erasmus, who, being pointed out as the 
son of the Mr. Percy that was in prison, 
inter^ted every body in his favor by his 
exc^ent countenance and gentleman- 
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like demeanor, all which were con* 
irasted with the dark inauspicious phy* 
siognomy of Sir Robert, who sat opposite 
to him, and who was never tranquil one 
second — but was continually throwing 
notes to his counsel, beckoning or whis- 
pering to his attorney — while convulsivd 
twitches of face and h^ul^^si^ttff^taking 
— and handkerchief spread frequently to 
CQficeid the expression' of his counter 
muiee^ • betrayed the malignant flurry of 
Im spirits. One of his counsel was so 
much provoked by his interference, that^ 
in consequence of some suggestion^ he 
replied, 

** If Sir Robert Percy cannot trust 
his counsel, let him plead his own 
cause." 

Alfred conducted bis father's cause in 
the most judicious and temperate man- 
Ben An attempt had been made by Sir 
Robert, to prejudice the public against 
Mr. Percy, by representing^him as the 
descendant of a younger brother, who 
wa3 endeavoring to dispossess the heir of 
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the elder braachi of the hxaiiy of tbul 

estate^ ivliicfa belonged to fakn by rigtyt lef 

inheritance. Aifred^s first care rtaf^to 

put the coart and the jnry in foil posses^ 

fiion of the &cts. He stated that, — ^*^ 

<* His father, Lewis Percy, plaintiff « in 

this canse, and Robert P«rcy, i BmiL 

defendant, both descended from Sk 

John Percy, who was their grasdfadicr. 

Sir John outlimd both his sons, who kft 

him two grandsons, Bobert was the sMi 

of bis eldest, and Lewis of his^ youngest 

sori >' -Sir John had two estates, one 

of them .paternal, which went is the 

ordinary course of descent to the r^i«- 

sentattve of the eldest son, b^Ag the 

present Sir Robert' PeJrcy* Sir Jtd^s 

other estate, in Hampshire, which came 

to him by his wife, be conveyed, a short 

•time before his deaih^ to his youmgest 

grandson, *he present Lewis Percy, who 

had held undisturbed possession of> it JSor 

many years.-'-~But, in process of time. 

Sir Robert Percy ruined himself by play, 

and having frequent iot^rcourse with 



Stourpr^ the solicitor^ upon some great 
emergenc^^ inquired whether it was not 
possible to shake the tiHe of his cousin 
Mr. Percy's estate. He suggested^ that 
the. conveyance taiight not be forth^- 
oonbing^ but Sir Robert assured him, that 
both his grandfather and the present Mr. 
P^rcy^Tv^ere moL dS business^ and that 
tbere wasiHttle lil^Uhood either that the 
deeds should be lost, or that there should 
i». any fiaw in the title,^^ Afterwards a 
}&rerbr!^e;dut.at Bercy-Hall, which con- 
^.smnfHi thai wing of the lu^use, inwhic^ 
jwere.' M«. Perty*s ^papers^-^The papiers 
were all saved except this deed of con* 
veymce. Mr« Sfaarpe ac<iidentally ovdr- 
hearing the eKciamatiM dt Misii Percy, 
rwben sfa^ thought jfae 'had r^overed the 
/deed, was^ apprised of the loss, and con- 
iireyed the ' intelligence to Sir Robert. 
He immediately commenced a suit 
against. his^coosin, and had finally sue- 
iceeded in obtaining a rerdiict in his own 
/avpr^ and possession of the Hampshire 
estate — At the time when Mr. Percy 
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detivered up possession and quitted 
Percy-Hall, in consideration, of the ex- 
tensive improvements which he had 
ttiade, and in consideration of his giving 
up to Sir Robert, plate, furniture, wine, 
horses, and equipages. Sir Robert had 
promised to foi^o .whatever claim .he 
might have upoo Mr. Percy, fov the 
' rents vthich be had .ret:eived dariug the 
time he hod held the estate —But, afler* 
wards. Sir Robert < repented of having 
made .this agreefrient, broke his promise, 
took out a writ against his cousin for the 
fBesne rates^ had him. arresfed for the 
debt, and thrown into prison.* Un- 
able to ipay the iomiense sum claimed 
from biraij &nd determined not to involve 
his friends bj acdepting of their security, 
Mr, Percy had little probability of ev^r 
.being relelased, tiU, by fortunate cir- 
cumstances, which it is needless here to 
recapitulate, the lost conveyance was 
recovered ;' Sir RcAert, apprised hy him 
of the recovery of this deed, still per- 
sisted in holding possession of the Hamp- 
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sbire m^ie^ 9»d in lietakiing hi$ tfcni^ia 
ID pns;on for tjae i^me,r4te^* The pre*, 
sent acHoQi W*s in ooaaequenc^ bToUglirt; 
by Mfl. P^ccy: for the recoyery of his 
liberty^^ aiiid bis property/' — ' 

jNet Qo^ word of invecftive^ oi elo*- 

q<»«Hio0, of (H:ntin»etit^ pr of any attetnpt 

at p^hos,: 4i4,pur barrister mix with 

this, istraieqa^iit. It was his object to put 

the ji^ry, iGMld rfje coart, clearly in pos-' 

sesfiiM>A of fi^jts^ which, unadorned^ he 

knew fv0ul4 appear stronger, than if en^' 

eumber^ fey; wiy flowers of oratory. 

.[ Havingiprpdtip^drtb^deed, conveying 

the. Hampshire estate to his farther, Alfred 

c^Hed- evidence to prove the signature of 

Sir.4!dhn J?(6rcy, ^ud the hand writing of 

th^ "wilness^s. He further proved, that 

this e&rtvfeyaace had been formerly seen 

aitiOng bi$ father's papers at Percy- Hall; 

showed it had been recetitly recovered 

from Mr. Falconer's box of papers, atid 

eij^lalned bow it had been put there by 

mistake, ftnd .he suppo^pted this fact by 

the evidence of Commissioner Falconer> 
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— ^Alfred rested his caoie on these pr0D&, 
and wmitedy anxioiis to know what defence 
the defendant was prepared to make. 

To his astonidimait and constemiation ^ 
Sir Robert's counsel prodaced another 
deed of Sir John Percy's, revoking the 
deed by which Sir John had made over 
his Hampshire estate to his yonnger 
grandson^ Mr. Percy^ it appearing by a 
danse in the original deed, that a power 
for this purpose had been therein rcBenred. 
This deed of revocation was handed to the 
judge, and to the jury, that it might be 
exaiiiined.-*-The two deeds were carefid- 
ly compared. The nicest infection 
could not discover any differ^ice in the 
signature, or seal. When Mr. Friend 
examined them, he ¥rasin dismay i — The 
instrument appeared perfi^t. Whilst ^e 
jury were examining the deeds, Mr; 
Friend and Alfred had a moment to con* 
suit together. 

'^ We are undone,'' whispered Mr. 
Friend, << if they establi^ this deed of 
revocation, it sets us aside for even" 
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Neither Mr. Friend^ nor Alfred/ had 
*aiiy doubt of it*s being a forgery, but 
those who had plunged thus desperaAdy 
in guilt would probably be provided with 
perjury sufficient to support their iniqui* 
ty. 

♦* If we had been prepared !" said Mr. 
Friend, " but how could we be prepared 
f(^ sucb a stroke ? Even now, if we baii 
time, we could summon witnesses who 
would discredit theirs, but . . * /' 

^ Do not despair,'' said AUredy *f still 
we have a chance, that their own wit-» 
Tiesses may cross each other, or coinitra* 
diet themselves. Falsehood, with all it's 
caution, is seldom confident." 

The triar proceeded. Alfred, in the 
midst 6( the fears and sighs of bis 
friends, and of the triumphant smiles, 
and anticipating congratulations of his 
enemies, continued to keep both his tern* 
per and his understanding cool. His 
uttention was fixed upon the evidence 
produced, regardless of the various sug- 



33ff PATRONAGfi. 

gestions whispered, or written to him by 
ignorant or learned advisers. 

William Clerke, the only surviving 
witness to the deed of revocation pro- 
duced by Sir Robert, was the person, on 
whose evidence the cause principally 
rested. He was now summoned to ap- 
pear, and room was made fbr him. He 
was upwards of eighty years of age; he 
came slowly into court, and stood sup- 
porting himself upon his staff, bis head 
covered with thin gray hairs, his cbimte-. 
nance placid and* smiling, andhiswhote 
appearance so respectable, so venerable, 
as to prepo^isess immediately the jury 
and the court in his favor. 

Alfred Percy could scar<jely believe it 
possible, that such a man as this could 
be the person suborned to support a for* 
giery. — ^After being sworn, he wm ^sir^d 
to dt down, which he did, bowing re^ 
spectfuHy to the court. Sir Robert Per* 
cy's counsel proceeded to examine him 
as to the points they desired to establish. 
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" Your name. Sir, is William Gierke, 
is it not?" 

" My name is William Gierke," — an- 
swered the old man, in a feeble? voice. 

*' Did you ever see this paper before ?" 
showing him the deed* 

** I did — I was present when Sir John 
Percy signed it, — he bid me witness it, 
that is, write my name at the b<rttom, 
which I did, and then he said, ^ take 
noti^, William Gierke, this is a deed, 
re?okiDg th^ deed by which I made over 
my Hampshire estate to my youngeist 
grandson, Lewis Percy.' '^ 

The ^titness was going on, but the 
counsel interrupted. — 
. " Yoi| saw Sir John Percy sign this 
deed ? — ^you are sum of that ?" 

" 1 am sore of that." 

*Ms this Sir John Percy's signature ?" 

" It is,— The very same I saw him 
write, and here is my own name, that h6 
bid rtie wnite just there." 

' ^* Yoti c^ swear, that this is your 
handwriting." 
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« lean, Ido."— 

*^ Do you recollect what time Sir Johi^ 
Percy signed this deed ?** 

^' Yes ; about three or four dayfi before 
his death." 

** Very well, that is all we want of 
you, Mr. Clerke." 

Alfred Percy desired, that Gierke 
should be detained in court, that he 
might cross-examine him. — ^The defend<- 
ants went on, produced their ev^eace^ 
examined all their witnesses, and esta* 
blished all they desired. 

Then it came to Atfred^s turn to crossr 
examine the witnesses^ that had been 
produced by his adversary. — Whejn Wil-- 
Ham Clerks reappeared, Alfred^, regard- 
ing him stedfastly, the old map's coun* 
tenance changed a little,— ^but still he 
looked prepared to stand a cross-exaqoi- 
nation .-^In spite of his efforts he trem- 
bled. 

" Oh ! you are trembling ou the bxiak 
of the grave P' said Alfred^ raddres^ing 
him in a low, solemn tone,—-** Pause and 
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teflect^ whilst you are allowed a fAo« 
tuent's time for reflection. — ^A few yeaW 
must be all you have to spend in this 
world. — A few moments may tate you to 
another,-— to appear' before a higher 
tribunal— 4!>efore that judge^ who knows 
out hearts^ who sees into yours at this 
instant." 

Th6 staff in the old man's hand shook 
violently. 

Sir Robert !Percy*s cotinsel interrupt* 
ed — said that the witness should not be 
intimidated^ and appealed to tlie court. 
But Alfred, observing that the judge was 

silent, proceeded. 

' <^ You know, that you are upon your oath 
-^this is probaWy the lost oath .... pos* 
sibly the last words you may ever utter 
. . * Look that'they be true,— -You know> 
that' men have been struck dead whilst 
uttering falsehoods. — ^You are upon your 
oath — Did you see Sir John Percy sign 
^this deed ?" 

The old man attempted in vain to ar- 
ticulate. 
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** Give him time to recollect!"— pried 
the counsel on the opposite side,-^*-** Give 
him leave to see the writing tiow he has 
his spectitdes/'- 

He looked at the writing twice, — ^his 
head and hands shaking, so that he coold 
not fix his spectacles. — ^The question was 
repeated by the judge. The old man 
grew pale as death. Sir Robert Percy, 
just opposite to him, cleared his throat to 
catch the witness's attention, then darted 
at him such a look a^only he could give. 

" Did I s^ Sir John Percy sign this 
deed ?'* — repeated William Clerke, — 
" yes, I did." 

" You Iiear, my Lord,, you hear,'* 
cried Sir Robert's couniiel, — *^ The wit- 
ness says he did. — Thfere is no occasion 
farther to intimidate this poor old man. 
He is dot used to speak beCbre such an 
audience. — There is no need of eloquence, 
all we want is.truth.-r-The evidence is full, 
distinct, and positive. — My Lord, with 
your Lordship's leave, I fancy we may 
dismiss him." "" ..^ • 
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. They were going, to hirfry him away, 
but. Alfred Percy said^ tbat^ with the 
permissiofi of the Court, be must cross- 
examine that witness farther, as the whole 
ei^nt of the trial depended tipou the de- 
gree of credit, that might be given to his 
evidence. 

By this time the old man had some* 
what recovered himself; he saw, that 
his age, and reveredd appearance, still 
prepossessed the jury in his favor, and 
from their looks^ and from the whispers 
near him,, he leatrped that his tremor aod 
h^itatioa had not created any suspicion 
of guilt, but had been attributed rather 
to thfe sensibiljty of virtue, and the weak* 
ne$s of age. And now that the momen* 
tary emotion, which eloqilence had pro^ 
duced on his mind had subsided, it turn** 
ed to it's former state. — He recollected' 
the bribe that had been promised hini. — 
He was aware, that he had already sworn 
what, if he QOdpfctradicted, might subject 
him to be prosecuted for perjury. He now 
stood obstinately resolved to persevere in 
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faii intqttify. Tha fifpt Mn/tkooim fm^ 
ntanoed, and bcslieMd^ aa he i hopad^ bg^ 
the jury^ the next would he^mf^. 
* ^^ Yomr nam* fi^ William Cl^ej^and 
tfaiB," sand. Alfred {poiiAing tQ*.tbei$%t<^r 
mess's sigQature)> is yo<ir hind wcit^^^ 

^« Yes, I say it if.'*.^-*- • .*• * 

"You can^ write then?"w^(pDltiog a 
pen into bis hand, be so^good asvtQ wxite. 
a few words in the presence of the CWt^> 
"-^^Ho took the pen, but after siting 
some fruitless attemps, replied^ ... 

" I am too old to write • • • » I have, 
not been able to write my name these: 
many years—Indeed I Sir^ indeed! yi»- 
are too bard upon ^one like me^^^Qad: 
knows/'— said he looking up to Heav^ef)^ 
sofne thought with feelii]^, s<MWe ms^, 
pected with hypocrisy .-^-God kijow^; 
Sir! I speak the truth, and nothing but 
the troth*— Have you any more ques* 
tions to put to me.— I aim r^dym^> 
all I know. — What interest bwe J to, 
conceal any thing," continued he^ his 
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y^m:^ gi^im»g strength aad confideffce w 
he went, on repeating the Imbod wbidtf 
be had beeo taught. ^ 

"! It was long, a long while ago,^ he 
saidi ^^«iaceitiiad all happened ; bnt thanks 
HeaiieD, his memory had been spared 
him, and he remembered all that had^ 
passed, the same as if it was but yester- 
day.— He recollected how Sir John 
looked, where he sat, what he said when 
be signed this deed. — ^And, moreover, he 
had often befom heard of a dislike Sir 
John had taken to his younger grandson 
.\ : . $Ly, to that young gentlemd,n's 
father," — looking at Alfred—*^ And I 
yfM : veiy sorry to hear it — very sorry 
there iriiMdd be any dispute in the fa- 
niily, for I loved them all," said he, 
vn^g his eyes—" Ay, I loved 'em all, 
mid all alike, from the time they were 
in their cradles. — I remember too, once. 
Sir John said to tne, William Gierke, 
says he, you are a faithful lad . ♦ , . for I 
was a lad once . . • ." 

Alfred had judiciously allowed the 

VOL. IV. Q 
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witness' to go on as far afrhe ^pleased 
with his story, in the expeclationy that 
some exaggeration aad' contradiction 
wonld appear, but the^ judge now int^r- 
impted the obi man, < observing, thirt Ibis 
was ootbing to the porpdie^-^^iit be 
tnusttiot take up tbetiaoe of the csfmt 
with idle tales, but- that if be i bad asyr 
febing more to give in cividence riespect^ 
ing the deed, he should relate it. 

Tiie jfidge wais tboughfr to be sev^rfe — 
^nd tt)e old tnan> afleir glancing^ hS& ej^4 
on the jury, bowed with an^aineff resig*^ 
nation, and an appearance of difficulty, 
which excited their compassion. 

** Wte may let him go now, tny lord, 
n\^y not* we?*' said Sir Robert Percy's 
counsel. 

f^ With the permbskJn of bis Lordsribrip, 
I will ask one other question,'^ — said 
Alfred- 

Now, it should be observed, that 
after the * first examinatioa of tbis: \ink* 
ness, Alfred had heard him say to Mr. 
Sliarp e 
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^^ Tk^y forgot , to hrlng out what I 
bad to Bay abo|it the ^e8t/' ^ 

To wliieli Sharpe hftti replied-r*-^ 
^sEnongh vrilbout it/'-i-. t ,* 

Alfi);ed }mi f^tamioed tlie seaU and 
bad ^bseryed |h^ tbc^e wast somethings 
midf^neath Jt--*-4;broiigh}a 30ifa{l hoIj^MiH 
the psu^hmeat /be sat^ somethmg be^ 
twqefi the parchment and the aealingf 
wax. ^ '. ..'" . . . ^' ' I •' : ^- - 

- ^ YJou were ^esent^ I thbik ypu^say, 
Mr. Clerk;e» not paly whesh Ibis deed was 
signed, but when it was' sealed ?"-t- ' 
. •^Lwas^ Sir, "r-*tcried, Clarke, eager to 
bring out this p^rt of the evidence, as it 
bad b^n prepared for; hi«n. — '* I surely 
VTBs^ and I remember it particolarly, 
because of a little remarkable circum- 
i^tfiileB . I • . Sir Jobn^ God bless 4iim ! 
^ . . 4 I.tbinrk I see hrm now • ; . .My 
Lord, under this seal,*' — continued the 
oM.man, addressing himself to the judge,. 
aiid' pdtting bis shrivelled finger upon 
the seal. ^* linden this very seal^ Sir 
Q 2 
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John put a sixpence .... And be^ ci8S^ 
upon me to obsenre htm doing it • ; ; « 
For^ my Lord^ it is my optnion^ be 
thought then of what might come to 
pass« he had a sort of aforel^ihg'^f ttife 
day.— And now, my Lord, ord^ tflhfeiii 
if you please, to break the seal.-^Blre^ 
it before them all.— -And if there i^ ddt 
the sixpence under it, why this deed '%5 
not Sir John's . . . and this is noneioErmy 
writing, and,*' cried he, lifting it^^s 
hands and eyes, ^* I am a liar, anid'per* 
jured.'* 

There was a profound silence.^-^The 
seal was broken. — ^The sixpence appeared. 
— ^It was handed in triumph, by ^r Ro- 
bert Percy's counsel, to the jury and^o 
the judge. There seemed to be no lori^r 
a doubt remaining in the ffiinds^ iiF'fRe 
jury — and a murmur of cottgrai'ulalf^s 
among the paitisan^ of Sir 'Robert t^^efeh- 
ed to anticipife the verdict: '^ *' --^ 

" 'Tis all over I feai^fH vWWi|3fe«W 

Friend to j^fredi-^^ Affrbd^ >ou ^liteVe 

-^ -f , f- -J 
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tpksn^^aUtha^ could .))e done. — Buttbey 
JtisLve «¥om thFOttgh every tbing.'^It is 
.Oirer with us." 

** Not yet,'* said Alfred, who all this 
-time had kept silence with the utmost 
,|giatience and calmness. Every eye turn- 
ed iqK>n him, some from pity, some from 
<;uriosity, to see how he bore his defeat. 
.Ajti , length, when tb^re was silence, he 
Jbflgged tp be permitted to look at. the 
«f^Kp|3nc(e» The judge ordered th&t it 
fkwiild be shown to him. He held it to 
the light to examine the date of the ooin ; 
x^q discovered a faint impression of the 
Ji^t^ jOf George the Third on the six- 
ipjfnpf!, ^apd, upon closer inspection, he 
ijjfnfi/^^ q]|t the date, and showed clearly, 
H^bat it was a coin of the reign of Georgel 
^)^e71|ird. — Now the date of the forged 
4^ was in the reign of George the Se- 
^^nd, in which reign Sir John Percy 
died^ so tbat there was an absolute im- 
Vji^QS^biUty, that this sixpence could have 
4b!^J>^t under the seal of the deed by 
Sir John, 
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By what slight circiinistarices are the 
most dee|>-laM viHatties sotaetifftes tJis- 
eoveredl ' 

The niomettt Alfred stated this fact, 
the counsel ' on the opposite sfd^ t^k 
the sixpencej exannined it, th¥ew ddivh 
his l>rief, and left the eourt;-^^— ^PWJfflfe 
looked at each *othei*'Mn *astbni^meftt. 
The judge ordered, that Wiliiani Gierke 
fhoutd be detained, that he might be 
prosecdt€fd by the crown for pepj^fy?^ ^ 

The old iflan feH baek senseless.--iM». 
^harpe tod Sir Robdrt Vertf j^Kxkim 
their way together out of i^durtV aiiii iWl 
who had till no*r appeared as their friefi^ 
disclaimed them; Na^fiHlief 'fevideftfce 
was offered, so that here the W^ffl'd6sW^. 
The judge gave a short, impressive charge 
to the jury, tvho, without wrthdrawiiVg, 
rostatitly gave their verdict iA favoi^bfthe 
plalnfiff, Lewiis Percy, — a vferdict^hat 
was received v^ith Ibud acclaniatrcrns, 
which, not feveti respect to the^ cbiiii; 
could restrain. ' ' 

Alfred hastily shook hands with 'his 



ijciends^ ^ad in the mi^st of universal 
applause and congratulalions hurri^ 
away to carry the good news to . bis 
father.-— Tb« pleasure of gianiqg s^ thou- 
isaof} es^ates^ a thousand victorie^^ coujd 
iipt, equal the delight he felt a( this mo- 
i»^ut; for ho^y muck are all th^ triuimphs 
of iqtere$t or ambition infi^rior \9 il^p 
W*?pi joy of affection ! . 
. Erasmus and Mr. Temple accompor 
nied. Alfred to, the. King's Bquch..T^e 
gaoler Jcnew m^ liked AUr^d Percy, 
WW inteJtested for the wMe family, ftn^ 
p$ t^e saw the jpyfpl evfijt in bis ooyn- 
tenance, the doors of the prison; flew 
pgejfi beforq him.— He reach Cjd bis fa,- 
tb^r>roog?, 

•'Stop, my dear. Son], before yq^ 
^P)^H# Ji^t ^^ 9$sure you, that I am 
prepfu*ed for the worst, and that vyb^t* 
ever may be the event, I am co^fivinped 
that ^ liaye done all vibjick ability, 
energy, and affection could do, to rer 
stor^ me to liberty and fort\we,— . — -Now 
speak/ '-^-^--^ 



- ^f Joy, dear mother t^ fe0>is . tlfm^^itjfi 

^ His motUer^ his sbtcrsfi ^liAi«l:4i J^ 
fired, in qDiok8fBbfcteioli^1lfcfi' tfunkidt 
d€^ht.~Ibr ^iHe ibdia&iftiPBpei&LMff 
might have inagin^ ^hal tttey iMhtiM^i 
family la ^eep' afflictton. >^ Bufi^ sftRMi 
through tbesd «ear$ ^anpbaofed Ott^Ubtf 
counteoaoce <if each ipdifkbiatt&e radis 
anoe of joy*^-6miles*ofjalEieti<rti-*^^4ted^ 
ness^-^^gratitnde, and ^^ery'dvUgMiilf 
benignant fading of the hnkmaqphctttt^* ^^^ 

'< Has any body sent to li#s! I|«HP 
gerford, to Lady Jane Granville^'' M)d^ 
Mr. Percy. 

" Yes, yes, messengers were sent off 
the moment the verdict was given,** 
said Erasmus — " I took care of that.** 

** Thank you, my dear Erasmus — al- 
ways kind Rosamond, remember 

your promise to Mr. Temple. — He haiS 
a right to this hand, and let me give it 
to him — No, he shall receive it from hiit 

friend Alfred. Caroline, my love, you 

and your husband will meet in perfect 



tjgipiH^^ '^^ the Mfirifice you hftve 
made for .foxut btker wUl make yoa 
d^KVr to M9I1 » httsbaod.-—! had hopes^ 
iByrkH^/' continned^Mfi Percy^ turning 
lo Mrftf Beragr, ^ that Godfrey wcmld 
]|8lvi&fheen here by tins time^^i'-^t it i» 
liedt aa.M^ is^iwe have that pleasure still 
jiii9tqre«^«^dmdn9W^ aiy bc^ed child* 
u»^ after haring rebirned thanks to 
PiQllidence> let me here^ in the midst of 
fll.{|f)yO% t<^ wlioml owe my happine^, 
nt ^imm'qfautijf &ft a few minntesv and 
e^yt ^the sober certainty of waking 

if "-■• • - ■ ■ ■ - ; 

■i.1.' "'■■-■'■ ." ■•'•■" - - - 

Q5 
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CHAPTER XUll. 



Mil. Percy, released from priiofij iras 
welcomed with kindness an^ exirtlaiHoii 
M the house of Lady Jane Granville^ 
where his family, assembled once itoote 
in happiness, were again silrrouhded by 
all the friends who bad been present 'at 
Caroline's wedding, and again odtigmcd- 
tions were heard in all parts of the tios- 
pitable mansion. In the midst of tliis 
tumult of joy Mr. Percy wrote two let- 
ters^ One was to his faithful old steward, 
John Nelson, who deserved from his mas- 
ter this mark of regard ; the. other iwas 
to Commissioner Falconer, to make him 
some friendly offers of assistance in his 
own affairs, and to beg that through him 
his daughter, . the unhappy and deserlfed 
lady of Sir Robert Percy, might be as- 
sured, that neither Mr. Percy, nor any 
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of Bis family, wished to put her to in- 
eonvenience, and that far from being in 
haste to return to Percy-Hall, they 
MTtshed to wtait in town fbr the arrival 
of Godfrey and of Count Altenberg, 
therefore they requested that she would 
Mot hasten her removal from any false 
Mk» of' their impatience. 

We said the des tried lady of Sir Robert 
^eret/f fyr Sir R^bect had fled from the 
-oouniry^ *Ob quitting* the court after 
ihe trial, he took al{ the ready money l>e 
bad preyiously collected from hrs tenants, 
mod set oat* A>r the Continent, leaving 
'Oniya note for his^ wife, apprising her^ 
that ^^ she shanM^net^r see him more, 
emi tirderingt her to return to her father 
«nd mother, as he had no means left to 
support her extravagance/* 
'Of the words of tJiis brutal farewel, 
-and of the cireumstances of Sir Robert's 
rflight, Mr. Percy was informed by Lady 
Jane Granville, who had heard them 
'from her maid K6pjpel,'to whom Ly4ia 
;ShaiFpe had paid li visit, on purpose to 
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talk ovet^ this total dtsruptibti'^r Bitif 
Percy's affairs, and the rtlin in one way 
or other of all the Fdconers, whichy««W 
it had happened, there "^ras, she hifmi^ 
ixo sin in saying she ftad'loi^g f^fese4ai^^ 
*- Commissionef Falconer. was^'«t-«li]k 
time at Fd€dnel«^€6atc; whete .he Ini 
been obll^ to go to^ttte^^stlui hiM- 
Clefts. mritfa his tenantry^ pretiob&ito itUb 
sale of his land for the redemptioalfif 
C^nntnghamf. Tbe^ Comtoiisioaei^itt!^ 
swer to Mn Ferey^s letter^ims^as^ifiA- 
lows: * ^ .»: .^- ..: . .. .] *' 

<' I cannot tell yoi],riiyJeaf'Si|9, fame 
much I was tondied by the kindnMi'^^ 
your letter abd coniiilct— ^'^difi^At 
from what I hareHtot #i^^liiraP*4^dJB. 
«— «I will not clondydUrhatpi^Qesi^ Ja 
which believe me I heiartlly>4^jbiceUlfy 
the melancholy deteil of-afi my own so>« 
rows and disappointments-<^)>iltonly ^sp^ 
swer briefly to your friendly ipqnirie|xnEs 
specting my aflEairs. . ^ /[''"i^^^r^^., 
^« And first, for my mfortumlte Jnar- 
Tied daughter^ wfaio has heeiPlnr::this for* 



^ti« tbwakgyott for your iodulgence,^ 
wibicb ^wyi not oicroacl^' , before 79;} 

HaB* -Stie 4» foiuf Ji^_ Jive.wit^i a Mia? 

iCa«plMUB«- A gseat hjefre«8r,wbo .wai^ a 

jfohioiialile ! eoipf^#Q^n»a4 icbs^peroQ. 

Mnl. £ai«»Q4r^^^i9« ^cqpiainl^ wM^ 

;^isr v-At TttAU-klg^i: apd.luijs cle«i^ tljitifs 

.pla]i>.fqr<Ar»l>e«U% ol jfisw* BeU'» dujifik> 

-aAioaor^iraU '.not jfitH wfc^ a s)t|ial^^ b*^ 

tiielasa»oMwii:rc8raw!ei^ V ; -vy.; 

** Mrs. Falconer and GeorgianaJtia^l^ 

vm!oae^*nHm^imflttef&,AnUbj;e^ect to 

•^•tealf, th»* ifcjias. Bpidad,, i|s I; Jouig 

) moe fearj^i* i«ihiJI«^ i* bjs bi;et^ing oS, 

nGeorgi^a migbt now be con^pletdy set- 
^(tW»ij l««te«4 of,wbpcb^ sbA i^ fitting <^t 
ibr/{jidia. 8li^ j^t^oingft tff.,j^>e>,s^re in 
.good «Q8tpaQy} bot in niy flf^oi^ . the 
<ffi{teBse^.(](vb^>]^e^T9n hnofr^ I| ca?L ill 
afford), will be tbrowpi «wa^ lik« aU tbe 
'aMi»,i A»r jGedrgiaiMk bfH be«ft WMsb worn 
'iby jUUe how»,. 99d «hougl|. #]Ji. 7«i^V> 
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faasy't iesLT, lo9t her biodm^ aod LmIoi 
rather <>ld for India. * :J^ 

*^ I am trttly obliged to you, Jmydear 
Sir, for your friendly offer with tespaot 
to FalcoD€r^Court> 'Jind biMre^iin coum^ 
quence stopped the: sale of tlie formtoro* 
I shall rejoice to faafeanoh. a gooditeoadt 
as Mr. Temple. It is iodeedtmuch aiboe 
agreeable to me to let, thamtsoaelL The 
fining down the irent^ as yote .propose, 
"will put it in my powier to reieatd^Giufr- 
ningham, whick is my most pfBssiBg 
difficulty. ' . '* • 

<< As you are the only peraonia die 

'WOfldinow, who iakes an interest kt^my 

affairs,' or to wbon^' I can sh&ly ^udaucL 

den. my mind, I must^ thokigh . I iknoflr 

-^omplatint to be useless; i;elieve. my heart 

by it for a momiint. I dan ^a&ly.fsay^ 

tthat for the last, tai year^ of.my .life J 

have neirer spent a do^ Jhr my^ey^ I 

ihaffe beai; continually planning. and taii- 

ing ta advknoe.my.)£Mnilyy hoi an-oppiM- 

;tunity has heed neglected, and yet Snm 

^Hmvev^ family sprihgs all my unhappi* 
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11^4 'Even Mrs. Fal doner blamis me «l 
the cause of that md business^ which. 'hM 
disgraced us for ever, and dejirived us of 
^H onr friends— <ind has afforded an ex^ 
cnse for breaking all prorftises*' Thfere 
are many, whom I will not name, -but 
they are persons now high in ' office, wh<) 
have .... to you I may venture to say 
it, used me shamefolly ill. 

** Many an honest tradesman and 
-manYi&ctttrer, to say nothing of meilof 
talents in the liberal' professions, I have 
seen in the course of the last forty years 
make their own fortunes, and large for- 
tunes, whil6 I have ended worse than I 
began— have literdly been wo)f4cing all 
TOy life for others, not only without re^ 
^vard, but without tbanksi 'if I were 
to beg^n life again, I certainly sliould 
follow your prrnci pies, my dear Sir, and 
^depend more upon myself, and liess upofi 
others, than I have done — But now all is 
over.-^ — ^Let me assure you, that in .the 
iriidst of my own mrisfortunesi I rejoice 
in your prosperity, (and in the esteiem 
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and r^xpfiift with which I hear jou ajid 
youri spokcin of by all^ 

** Present my affection^e regards wd 
coogratttUtions to Mrs. Percy, ^nd to all 
your amiable and , happy circle. Pro-^ 
priety aod feeling for my poor daughter j^ 
I^y Pefcy^ must prevent my paying at 
present my personal congratulations to 
you at Percy-Hall — But I trust you will 
not the less believe in the sincerity oX 
my attachment. 

<• J amni my dear Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful 
Frieod and servant, 
T. Falconer.;* 
: ^^ P. S, I have just learnt, that the little^ 
p^ace I mentioned to Mr. Alfred Psrcj^ ^ 
wJhen we last met, is not disposed of»-«T [ 
Lord . Oldborough's influence, as, ^r.. 
T@Knp^ wdU knot's, is st^U all powerful;^ . 
an4^ yi?sur,ijiteifest with hia Lordship, you ' 
i^iist.he.se^Jlite, is greater than that of 
ajgy pt]be^ .parson living withput excj^* 
ti^a.t^A };rpnl frona you would dp ilhe\ 
bJsyK^fwxn^e.^. |t i4 but a trifle^ whic^j 
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f sfiould once have been ashamecl to ask : 
bnt it is now a matter of necessity!'' 
'^ The event of the trials and the restora- 
tion- of the Percy family to their pro- 
perty, were heard with transports of Joy^ 
1^ the old tenantry. They had not 
needed theefiect of contrast^ to ^ make 
them love and f^el t|ie value of their gooS 
Ian<)lprd j but certainly Sir I^bert i?ercy V' 
tyranny/ and all that he had made them 
suffer for their obstinate fideHty to the' 
cU branchy had heightened and %runed 
their attachment. It'was n6w'thfeir turn 
to glory in that honest obstinacy^ and with 
the strong English sense of justice they 
triumpjbed in having the fight^l ownen 
rfekbred to their estate, and to the seat 
eFlheir ancestors. 

'As the Percy family crossed the well- 
ktaown bridge at the end of the village, 
t^ose bellS) which had sounded so mourn^)* 
fully, which had been muffled when they 
quitted . their home, now rang out a 
merry triupaphant peal — ^And it was rung 
by the haiids6f the terysame persont 
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^ho had ^merly given thi^ ptoof of at<^ 

tachment to him in bis advevsily, obA 

ivhich had so toui^lied Mr. Perey. — 

Emotion, as strong now seized .his heart. 

— ^At thfe same spot he jumped out of the 

carriage, and by the same path along 

wbicb be «had hastened to stop the ;belL- 

ringers^ lest they should ruin tbemsdnes 

with Sir Robert, he now hastened to see 

and thank these hbfteslj courageous p^ 

pl^.--*^In passing thmogh thevillsi^ 

n^hi^h had been fr^ly sw^pt and gatr^ 

niched, i\\ the people whom he tiemea^ 

beved to have iieen in tmrs following, jthe 

carriage at. their departure were now 

t5rowding to their doors with^faces bright 

•witli sniilW--**Hats that had nev^r stirred, 

and backs that had never bent for the 

^HuTpeTy were now- eager with low bows 

Jq; mark their proud respect to the true 

masi^ . There was no noisy acclamationai^i^ 

fer all were/ touched. T4>e voices of the 

yol>ng oobiklren, however, we^e^heai^ 

9»h(s ' fts th€i>r /m^^a:^ • <todd t^ieiA; up m 

the«tiatn)Sjp: to '^ee the lahdWrd^ of whoM 
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they had heard so m\icb, offered their 
little nosegays as the open carriage 
passed, and repeated blessings on thbse 
on whom from their cradles they had 
heard blessings bestowed by their pa* 
i-ents. 

- The old stetvard stood ready at the 
pkrk-gate' to open it for his master. 
Histhaster and the ladies piit their hands 
otrt of the carriage to shake hands with 
him; but he 'C(>Uld tiot stand' it.-^Hejtist 
touched his - mbter*s hand. Tears 
streamed down ' h^ ' face, ind turning 
away without' being able to- say one 
tvord, he hid himself in the porter's 
lodge; 

' As they drove up to the hbuse they 
^aw standing on the steps, watting<^— iartd 
l6t1§ had he been waiting thei-fe, for the 
first sound of the carriage, John sort, the 
butler, who had followed the family to 
the ^hills, aud had served thertl in their 
frillen fortunes-^Johnson was now him- 
sielf* Before the hall-door, wide open to 
receive tliemi ^ he stood, with tlie livery 
servants in due ordfer. 
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Mr». Harte, «h& good old hofis^k'flidpi^ 
had bem sent down to (xrepare for tb% 
noeption of the family^ and a worid of 
tamUe she had had ; but aU wad now 
right and proper^ and she ura^ as k(!tivt 
and alert as the youngest of hef miadem 
could have been^ in condvicting ^h^ 
ladies to their welUlcnown aparttnekit^ 4ik 
showing all the old places^ and-^Efote^ 
what she called the honors of thb re^ 
ttaUation. — '— She could hHY^ ^iMfe<i'^ 
have Tented^ a Httle of her indignation^ 
and to have told how some ttiin^'l^ 
been left s bat her better taste tAi ^tk&g- 
ment, and her sense ef what; woiildUe 
pleasing to her master and mistress;;^ ?&• 
|«essed aH* rec rt mi tta th ffl .^-^j^ the* MiS^ 
of frequent recurrence to her snuff^bditfei 
difficidties greats together vM^ %iii^ 
robbing of her himdSs and sofaie^idlt^g 
of her h^» she got through' it; wifA^* 
out naming those, who should no^ tie 
thought of, as she ohser?edj iktk^v^f^ 
ftil day. ^ 

The happiness of the Percy fian^ 
was completed by the return of Count 
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/^itfilB^tQfgi and of Godfrey. ^ ^ Golfrey 
j^ved jort M his faniljr were wtUed si 
^etcy-BBil After his loagr absence from 
Jus home «Qd hh cptintlry^ he doubly en« 
iQy^ this scene of domestic prosperity* 
^.--^ h^d scarcity told and heard all 
Ibatliad p«Hed while he bad been away^ 
.j3ad>*8l^iroe^ seen; Mr. Temple, or ex* 
]>rMBed bis ardent desire to meet Gonnt 
.^Ut^irfiergi wbea his wish Wj» gratified— 
pi4>iqore tban gratified. * 

^Cpunt Altenb^g> having settled his 
j^m abroad^ qa»e to Englmd, deteiNt 
nu^ to reiUde on his English estate* 
He brought a consideraUe sum of m» 
Bey* U» produee of the mle of put of 
Ills German possession, wbibh is had 
destined for ibe assistance of Mr^ Percys 
If the ^rkd had been decided ag^Q8t.Mn» 
3rhe Q3unt :w^mo«5agfe»bly-sur|irited 
«n his arrival in !%glaod, by i hearing 
jia$^ hit Catherrin4aw ifirds i^mstated ia 
.^P^pWlWity --^Hisr P^y*^ ^ piwrthag with 
Caroline was granted, and the whofe &^ 
'^iH^i wtesehe hadkfikin'igrk^^ 
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in pepffct bappiaa(9s. — ^Caroliqfi^ikt^ 
b^ide^ his lyifey ri^4iaat y^th Joy Bad 
Iwf^, he,.at, lastj pressed to hi$.lie«rt; 
naw, and for ^yer, his own CaroUne. 

Mrs* HuQgerford -had Ih^. 4fe%ht. o€- 
seeing and pympathisiiig in th^ir/eli^^E^y* 
VVithaiU t^Q epthfisia^lic .w^rnrtti of a&i 
fectionj supposed to be peouUar:tf^.yoiilb> 
this e^cell^nt lady enjoyed, ia tl>e,ide^ 
diiie of Ufe^ the hi^ppin^ss of her (tiimd$* 
On purpose to be with tbA JRerpy^dWi 
their returp h^mej ^ndi to honor, bytier 
pres^jncc, the marring? 9f Rqjj^ijapjitJ^ 
she had w?tde, with fnuch.es^poditii^^ 9k 
long journey, from PembrpRe to Percy- 
lialK — Sbf2 ':W,SLS nec<^mpe«ii^^ ),te .she 
said, beyppd her wtmft§jt .bofk^j l^ «r-» 
riving jjist in iiine to see the. reuaioo of 
Caroline jtnd her husband. : v :: 

^elQV^ ^si Rosam^M ff^sj'.by. ricfei. 
and, ppi>r ift tbci Heighborhof^di a^i thf^ 
gewrfil ;f^¥witei of bfer Jantjjy, b^ ^pn. 
pr<>|i€bv(ig.i»qrria^ sprep^-ueAy ^^rwefri, 
v^rsal joy-r^U is jmpopftible; |0;;gii^:.4^ 
jttrt i^^a^ftC <fc« .QOBgr«Jjila*iPftSf..and pf 



th^hm^'ot the various tM*eparaftidnd/ 
wiilch were^ goifig* oA aft this ' ttm«^ at 
Percy^Hall, tspeciBtlbf in ^W lower re- 
gions. ' E?ea Mr^.> Hkrte's all regulating 
getiiaS'Wa£» iU!ftuffi<^ient for the exigencies 
of tbe'tln^s/ Ihdeed, ■ hfer l>ead and her 
hearth ^wtv€ ti0hff at ^t^ttial variatice/ 
CDtflinUedly' dowitie^ctirig ' tthd • ocHfttra- 
diciti^fg ea'ch othe^.-^Qne ttiohi^t' de* 
lights with the joy and ^efction of the 
vw^ld'b^wf, 3she would com^ up* to 
baMst'of it td her oiisfriei^ and h^* youilg 
ladiesv th^- n^^ moment she wo'aM scold 
all the people for being otit of 4he!r trits, 
and for not minding or knowing a j^ingle 
thittg i^hey were doing, or ordered to do> 
•^ 'WO triore tbian thcf babe$ in the Wood ;*^ 
then' proving the n^t minute, and hc^ 
knowiedging, thai she w^s ^^ reatfy'^uite 
(^ ^bud^ ^ thenii^lm$:^Anii no Wonder, 
for the thoughts ^Of * Mis^^ Rosaitldnd^sr 
maWage had tiiriieA hef -heiid * entirely 
upside ^vfTi—fot stfe \i^ %e^n kt Mi^s 
Rosamond*s christening, -held her by 
proxy/ and eonsidered her always m her. 
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particular own child^ and wdl sbe might, 
for a better, except, perhaps. Miss Ca* 
roline, never breathed/' 

The making a desert island for Miss 
Rosamond's wedding dinner was the ob- 
ject, which had taken such forcible pos-. 
session of Mrs. Harte's inMginationi thift, 
till it was accomplished, it was in lam. 
to hope, that any other could, in her 
eyes, appear in any luiid of proportiom. 
In the midst of ail the seiatimeatiri jcqr 
above stairs, and in the midst of att the 
important busineoi of . settlements artd 
lawyers, Mrs« Harte was pnrsning the, 
settled purpose of her soul, constructing, 
with infinite care, as directed bgr her 
^* Campkte English Housekeeper,'' a des- 
sert island for a weddti^, in a deep 
china dish, with a mount in Uie middle, 
two figures upon the moimt, with crowst. 
on thfur heads,^ a knot of rock candy at 
their ftet, and gravd waHis of fJbf comffits, 
judieiously intersecting in ev^iy dinor 
tipn thf ir idominions. 
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^S.^oon Qs;il was ^isible^ after hia 

retora. te.PercjwHalU Mr. Percy ^enl 

to psf bis xespects to Lord OldboroDgbi 

He Umnd ibis great sti^tesmaQ happy in 

j^rtment^ without any afifeotatioii of 

faapptness. .Thefe : were proofs io every 

tiaukg.abqat bim^ tlubt hi$ mind, hftd 

Qobe^ t itself agreeably ; bis pow<ers had 

paqfAoded upon different <||[(|ect% bxiildt 

ug, plattting, improTing the soil and 

the people* : > *. \ i " 

.. He had a^y tastes^ which iiad iMig 

lain dormai^, or rather which fa^ be^o 

hMi in. scbb^xigation by; oqe tyrant pas^ 

tion^ That passion- 4rapQai9faed> • « the 

former tastes resumed^ th^r^-aCtiTity.-^ 

The .superior stren^h of his -character 

was shown ii^ his never recorping^ioMn^ 

bition« It's vigour was displayed in the 

VOL. ir. R 
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mem$ by whith he supplied himsd/i 
cmljr with rariety of occupatioD, bni 
with varietj of moti?e.-*-Tbost who best 
know the human miod mtist be aware of 
the difficulty of supplying iitotife (cap 
one accustomed to stimulus of so high A 
kind as that, to. wbieh Lord Oldborovgb 
had been habituated. For<me-who had 
been at the head of the government of i 
great nation^ to make for himself ob% 
jects in the stillness and privacy <£r^ 
country life^ required no common tident 
and energy of soul. — The difficulty was 
increased to Lord OIdborougb> for ttf 
him the vastvesource of a taste for lite^ 
rature was wanting. — 

The biographer of Sir Robert Walpole 
tells us^ that^ << though he had not for* 
gotten his classical attwimratSi he had 
little taste for literary occupations. Sit 
Robert once expressed his regret on this 
subject to Mr. Fox, in the library al 

Houghton. '' I wish,*' he said* " 1 

took as much delight in reading as you 
do, it would be the means of aUeyifttiog 
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«Mny tedibos hows in my present re« 
ftiremoBt. But, to my misfortune, I de^ 
iwe ne pleasure from such pursuits.'* 

Lord Oldborough fell, but never con^ 
descended' to complain of that de* 
iiciency of general literature, whmh was 
caxsed in him parUy by his ntft having 
had tkme for the attainment, and parity 
by bis having formed too low an esti* 
niate of the influence and power of lite* 
mature in the politioal worlds— But he 
DOW toofc peculiar delight in recalling 
tjassical literature, in which he had ia 
his youth excelled ; as Mr. Percy sym«* 
pathised with him in thii#. taste> there 
was another point in which they co» 
^desped^— Mr. Percy staid with his old 
friend some days, for he was anxious to 
l^ive 'him this proof of attachment, and 
iblt intereilted in seeing his character de>* 
^lope itself in a new direction, display** 
lag fr^h life and strength, and nnex» 
^ected resource in circumstances, in 
Wtiich statesmen of the most vigorous 
Ciindsy and of the higheist spirit, have 
R i 
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been seen ^^ te droofi and drowse^^ to 
smk intp lAddlence^ aeosuality^ or tfa6 
hoTtots of bjpochondarMunsm and su^ 
perstUioii.-~ 

. Lord Otdborougby <hi his fiort reliriitg 
io Clermont-Park^ had infonaicd Mr. 
l^ercy, timt he should wish to see-'hiai 
«$ soon as he had arranged certain pa^ 
4)ers. The arriral of Count Alteaberg, 
the marriage of Caroline, and Mi. 
Percy's long imprisonment, whidi lob- 
lowed, had prevented his recollecting 
this mes^ge tin his present visit. He 
now reminded his Lordship of it, and 
Lord Qldboiough put into his hMkdn tt 
aketch, which he had been drawing out, 
of the principal transactions in which he 
had been engaged during his political 
x^areer, with copies of his lettecs to the 
iifst public characters of the day, in our 
own and in foreign countries — £vcp» by 
those who had felt no regard for Ihe 
man, the letters of such a minister ^ould 
have been read with avidity; but Mr» 
Pm^y pei^used them with a stronger in- 



terest tbmn aay which could be oreoted 

by mere political or philosophical cu* 

rio8ity~-He read them with the pleasure 

which a generous mmd takes in Itd^ 

miring that which is good and greats 

with the delight which a true friend feels 

ia seeing proofs, that justify all the 

e^^em be had previously felt.*-*He sa# 

in these original documents, in this his* 

tory of Lord Oldborough's political life, 

the most perfect conststenciy and inte^ 

grity, the most disinterested and en* 

lightened patriotism. When Mr. Percy 

returned the ma^ittscript tp his Lordship^ 

he i^oke of the satbfaction he must ei<> 

perience, in looking back upon this re-^ 

cord of-^a 4ife spent ia the service of his 

country, and observed, thisit he m^s not 

surprised that» with such a solid source 

of self-approbatioii, meh indefeasible 

claims to the gratHude of his country^ 

men^ at^d.such well-earned fame^ be 

^ou)4 bey as he apipeared, so happy in 

retirement ■ 

i ^ l^am happy, and> I bdieve^ princi* 
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pally from the cause you have mentl6Qf« 
cd*^— said Lord Oldborough, who had a 
mind too great for the affectation of ha- 
mility — " So far I am happy^ — — 

<« Yet*' — ^^added he, after a consider- 
able pause^ ** I have, I feel, a greater 
capability of happiiesS, forithicb I hate 
been prevented from making any pro- 
vision, partly by the course of Hfe, of 
v\rhich I made choice, and partly by ch*- 
cumstancesj over vi^bich 1 faad'Wcoh- 
trol.''— 

He paused again— And turriitig t&t 
conversation, spoke of bis sfster, an el- 
derly lady, who had come to pass some 
time with him — ^They had lived separate 
almost all their lives} she m Scotland 
with her husband, a Scottish nobleman^ 
who having died about the time when 
Lord Oldborough had resigned his mi- 
nisterial situation, she had accepted his 
Lordship^s invitation to visit him in his 
retirement. The early attachment he ftkd 
had for this sister seemed to revive in his 
iiiind When they noiet^ and, its if glad t# 
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fjave spme object for his aflfection35 they 
,M^re poured out upon her — ^Mr. Perc^ 
observed a tenderness in his manner and 
voice when be spoke to her, a thousand 
little attentions^ which no one would 
. have expected from the apparently stern 
Lord Oldbprough, a man who had been 
engrossed all his life by politics. 

On the morning of the last day which 
Mr« Percy meant to spend at Clermont- 
Park, htsl^dship, as they were sitting 
together in his study, expressed more 

^. than common regret at the necessity for 
his friend's departure, but said, 

** I have no right to detain you from 
your family"— 

I Then, after a psmse, he added — 

^* Mr. Percy, you first gave me the 

^. ide^, that a private life is the happiest." 
** My Lord, in most cases I believe it 

, is ; but I never meant to assert, that a 

^ public life spent in noble exertion, and 

^j^fith the consciousness of superior talent 
and utility, is not more desirable than 

^^ibe life of any obscure individual can 
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^Oflcdblj be^ evea though he possess the 
pleatares of doinestic ease and tranquil^ 
Hty.^'^Tbere arie men of eminent abilttiels^ 
capaUe of extfaordiiiary ekerthms/ in- 
to^iired by exalted ^riotistn . . . I be- 
Kevie — notwithstanding the weakness ot 
eorruption of so many has weateded all 
faith in piibtic vtrtiid — —I believe in 
the 'existence of such men — men, who 
devote themselves to the service of theilp 
eounlry^*-*wheh the time 'for their ref»ti- 
quishihg the toib of pubHc life ahrivesi 
honor and self-^appnobation £(^low thehi' 
in retirement. "^ 

" It is true, I am happy/' — repeated 
Lord Oldborough 5 " but to go on with 
what I began to say to you yesterday. — ''' 
I feel that some addition might be 'made 
to my happikiess. — • — ^The sense 6f h^v^" 
ing, to the best of my ability; ddrte my 
duty, is satisfactory. — I do not require 
applause^- 1 disdain adulation — I have 
sustained my public life without syin-^ 
pathy — I could seldom mfeet with ^ — 
Where I could, I halve enjoyed Jt— and 
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could now eajoy it-^-€ilxi|ai6itely«-^a$ yoi 
do, Mr. Percy— iBHrrdtfnfded by a hftpirf 
fatuily.r^Dottiestii^ life re<)uired ddltieM^ 
jplea&iire$^-^bjeots^ fyv thee aifeotidni^/' 

Mr. Percy felt tihe Ir^ith of this, BtaA 
t3du}d ansifi^r only by soggestitig the 
idea of Mr, Temp\e, who ^as firmly 
and warmly attached to Lord^Oldbo* 
•Tough, and fjdt wham his Lordsibtp had 
•^istrong regard. 

** Mr. Temple^ and ttiy daughter Ro- 
samond, whom your Lordship honored 
with so kind an invitatioti^ propose!, I 
kipow^ paying their respects to you nekt 
wfeek.-^Tbdagh I ath her fktoer, I may 
-irj^dturetO'Say, that Rosamond's spright* 
liness is -so mixed with so^jtid ihfbrmatioti 
<ind good sense, that her $ociety wiU be- 
come sigreeable to your Lordship.'^ 

"I shall r^oioe to see Mrs. Temple 
-here.— As the daughter of one friend, 
-and the wife cif another, she has a double 
^claim to khy regard, t And, (to say no- 
'^bing of hereditary genius or disposi- 
tions — in which you do not believe, and 
R5 
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I do)^ there can be nodoobt^ ttei tht 
fiociety of a ladj^ educated as Mrs. 
Temple has been^ must suit my taste. 
The danger is» that her Mciety shoald 
become necessary to me. For Mr. 
Temple I already feel a degree ^ af- 
fection^ which I must repress^ rather 
than indulge.'^ 

** Repress ! — Why so, my Lord.— Yoa 
esteem him? yoo believe in the since- 
rity of his attachment V* 

•• I do.** 

** Then why with stoicism — pardoom^ 
my dear Lord — why repress affection F' 

^^ Lest I should become dependent for 
my daily happinessi on one» whose hap- 
piness is independent of mine— 4ii staie 
degree incompatible with mine. — Even 
if bis society were given to me, his haart 
must be at his home, and with his fa- 
mily. — You see I am no proud stoie. — 
But a man who dares to look at life •' ^ . 
the decline of life, such as it is— aS it 
must be. — Different^ Mr. Percy, in your 
,jiit«ation — and in mine.'' 
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3. >1^«0Dver»ati^ii was here interrupted 

Iq^ thejorrival of a carriage — 

Jjotd Oldbofough looked out of the 
window as it passed — ^then smiled> and 

^served how altered the times were^ 
sioiQe Clermont-Park used to be crowded 
with visitors and c;arriages~now the «- 
rival of one is an event. ^ 

/ The ' sl^rvant announced a ^ foreign 

,,name— A Neapolitan Abb^, who had 
come over in the train of a new ambas- 
sador, he had just arrived in iE^^and^ 

'tUftd had letters from the Cardinal f ♦ * *, 
his uncle> which he ir^s xbsiredto d^K^er 

t into Lor4 Oldborough's own hand. The 
Abhk was^ it appeared,, pei^onally a 
i^anger to Inm, hv^ there had been 

^ some ministerial inteix^ourse between bis 

, JjOrdship and the Cardinal Lord Old- 

. bjppouglt received these political ktters 
with an air of composure and indiffer* 
ence, which proved, that he ceased to 

, foave an interest in the game* 

, "Hes^pposed/'besajd/HhattheAbb6 
had been apprise^^ that be was no longer 



57* FATROWAGfe' 

ilne of his Majesty'is tehrl tt^rt—thit he 
had resigned hib 'b^cfal ^(raifion, liad 
ir^red, and 'that he took Ho part ihrhat- 
evcfr !h public aftkirs/* 
' The AliB^ replied, that he had hfeeA 
i^prised, that Lord Oidborough had '>te- 
tFred from his public office j but his undle, 
he added, with a significsCht 4ttii\e, Was 
^Hwar^ that Lbf^ OWborough's in'fltience 
Wias tts great stiH as it had eVer1)een^ i^vA 
greater than that of any ostetisible iAl- 
•nhfter. ^ • 

* Yhis Lord 'dldborotfgh disclaTto€id-^ 
' Coolly observing, thiit hi^mflttence, What- 
ever it might be, could not be IcdcMn 
*even tb himself, as it wasneveVi^erted;f — 
and that as he had detei'thined n^ver ttiore 
to interfere in public bbsitiess, hfe could 
not be of the least politieal service to the 
' Cardinal. The Duke of Glrferiwich tvas 
liow the person, <o Whdth on such sub- 
' Jefcts all applications i^hoUld'be addres^sed. 
The Abb4, however, repeated, thdt his 
instructions from the Cardinal were fjo- 
fAtivear^ ferexttptory, to deliver^ ^ese 



isUer^ 'into no hands bat those of Lord 
01dhoifoagh^**That in con^qnenoe tif 
this strict injanctioD^ he bad come pur- 
posely to present tlvem. He was inT 
ducted to reqii^t his Lordi^bip wdald 
pdrt tbe letters into the hands of any se- 
^retary> bat would bare the goodness to 
edcamine them him^etf, and give his Qoua- 
sel bow to proceed, and to whom they 
"sfaould, in case of his Lordship's declin- 
ing to interf^re^ 'be addressed. 

'' Mr. T^ercy r'—said Lord Oldbo- 
Toughy recalling Mr. Percy, who had 

Tisen to <pi\t the room ** You will 

not leave me Whatever you may 

wish to say, M. TAbbfe, may be said 
, before this gentleman^ — my friend." 
His ^Lordship then opened the packet, 
examined the letters^ — read and redi- 
rected some to the Duke of Greenwich 
— ^others to the King. 

The Abbe, all the time, descanting 
vehemently on Neapolitah politics — re- 
gretting Lord Oldborough's resignation 
—adverting still to hi? Lordship's ^ppw- 
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wfol inflttwce-^^nd pressing aomi^ point 
in negotiation^ for which his uncle^ tbt 
Cardinklj was most anxious. ( 

Among the letters^ there was om 
which Lord Qldt^orougb did not open ; 
he laid it on the table with the 4irtetion 
/downwardsj leaned hts dhow npon it> 
and sat as if calmly listening to the 
.Abb6; but Mr. Percy^ knowing im 
^ countenancOj saw signs of extraordinary 
emotion, with difficulty repressedi. ;. 
, At length the gesticulating Abb^ fiirish* 
ed, and waited bis Lordship's instmctiow. 
r They were given in few words— r-The 
letters redirected to the King and the 
Duke of Greenwich were returned to 
him. He thanked his Lordship with 
many Italian superlatives — declined his 
Lordship's invitation to stay till the n^t 
day at Clermont- Park — said he was 
pressed in point of time, that it was in- 
dispensably necessary for him to be in 
Ix>ndoi3, to deliver these papers as soon 
as possible. — r-His eye glanced on tbt 
unopened letter-— 
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: •* Private, Sir"-~said Lord OMbo- 
^roQgh^ in a stern voice-*--without moving 
his elbow from the paper—** Whatever 
answer it may reqaire, I shall have the 
honor to transmit to you— for the Carr 
dinar'— 

The Abb^ bowed low — left his address 
— ^nd took leave — ^Lord Oldborougb, 
after attending him to the door> and 
seeing him depart, returned, took out 
his watch, and said to Mr. Percy — 

** Come to me, in my cabinet, in five 
minutes.'' 

Seeing his sister on the walk approach^ 
ing his house, he added, 
** Let none follow me." 
When the five minutes were over, Mr. 
Percy went to Lord Oldborough's 

cabinet knocked— —no answer 

knocked again ^louder all was si- 
lent he entered — and saw Lord Old- 
borough seated, but in the attitude of 
one just going to rise, he looked more 
like a statue than a living person, there 
was a stiffness in his muscles, and over 
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fais face and hands a death-like color — 
His eyes were fixed, and directed towards 
the door — but they never 'moved when 
Mr.'Strcy entered, ijor did Lord Old* 
borougli^stir rtt bis approach-' — From 
one hand, which hung over the arm 
<rf* his chair, his spectacles Had dropped; 
his other hand grasped an open let- 
ter 

** My dear Lord !-* cried Mr. Percy. 

He neither heard nor answered 

Mr. Percy opened the window and let 
down the blind. Then atten^pting to 
ntise the hand which hung down, he 
perceived it was fixed in' all the rigidity 
of catalepsy. In hopes of recalling his 
senses or his power of motion, Mr. 
Percy determined to try to di*aw the let- 
ter from his grasp j the moment the 
letter was touched. Lord Oldborough 
started — his eyes darting fiercely t^pon 
Ijim. 

'' Who dares ? Who are you, Sir ?'* 

cried he, 

^* Your friend, Percy— my Lord/' 
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Lord Oldborougb pointed to a chair 

— Mr. Percy sat down His Lordship 

recovered gradually fl*on^ the specie^ of 
trance into which he had falleu^f^he 
cataleptic rigidity of his figure relaxed— 
the color of life returned — the body re- 
gained her functions — the soul resumed 
at once her power s W ithout seem- 

ing sensible of any iititerruption or inter- 
mission of feeling or thought^ Lord 
Oldborougb went on speaking to Mr. 
Percy. 

" Upon you, Mr. Percy, I can de- 
pend as upon myself. Injunctions of 
secresy are unnecessary to a man of 
honor — ^The letter, which I now hold 
in my hand, is from that Italian lady of 
trans<!;endeht beauty, in Whose company 
you once saw me when We first met at 
Naples. — She was* of high rank— high 
endowments.^ — I loved her— how well — 
I need not— ^cannot say — She gave me 
reason to believe she was attached to me. 
— ^I was induced — ^no matter how — to 
inspect her fidelity — pass over these oilr- 
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cumstaiices — I oanoot speak, or tbiok 
ef them. — ^We parted, I never saw her 
more. — She retired to a oonvent. — ^Nor 
did I, till I received this letter, written 
.on her death-bed, know that she had 
given me a son. — ^The proofs that 1 
•wronged her are irresistible — Would that 
they had been given to me when I 
could have repaired my injustice! — Bat 
her pride prevented their being sent till 
the hour of her death." 

On the Rrst reading of her letter. Lord 
Oldborough had been so struck by the 
idea of the injustice he had done the 
mother, that he seemed scarcely to advert 
•to the idea of his having a son — Ab- 
sorbed in the past, he was at first insea- 
sible both to the present anc^ the future. 
Early associations, long dormant, were 
suddenly wakened ; he was carried bade 
witb irresistible force to the days of his 
youth, and something of likeness in atr 
and voice to .the Lord Oldborough be 
had formerly known appeared to Mr. 
jPor^yr^As th4 tttm^lt of {iassi<uwte w* 



FATHONAGK. !J7& 

Collections submded, ss tbis entbatndslic 
Temiiiiscence faded ; and the memory of 
the past gave way to the sense of the 
present^ Lord OUborongh resumed his 
habitnal look and itianner — His thoughts 
tamed upon his son, that unknown being 
^wfaa belonged to him, who had claims 
upcm him; who might f(mn a great addi- 
tion to the happiness or misery of his 
iife.-^**— He took up the letter again, 
looked for tbe passage that rdated to his 
6on> and read it anxiously to himself, 
iben to Mr. Percy — observing, ** that 
the directions were so vague, that it 
would be difficult to act upon them. *' 

** Tbe boy was sent when three years 
old to England or Ireland, under the care 
of an Irish Priest, who delivered him to 
a merchant, recommended by the Ham- 
burgh banker, &c." 

<^ I shall have difficulty in tracing 
&is,-^6reat danger of being mistaken 
tfv deceived," said Lord Oktbofougb, 
•^pausing — ^with a look of anxiety,— 
H Would to God ! that I liad means of 
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knowing with certainty, where and abbve 
all, tvhat he is,-*-or — that I had nevef 
heard of his existence !"— 

*' My Lord, are there any mofe par- 
Itculars ?" inquired Mr. Percy, eagelfly. 

Lotxl Oldborongh contrafued to read; 
« Four hundred Poiirids of year Ehgifeh 
money have been retnitted to him aonii^ 
i^Hy, by means of these Hamburgh 
bankers.— —To them we must apply m 
the first ihatance," said Lord Oldbo* 
rough, '* and I will write this mo-* 
mcint.*' 

** I think my Lord, I can save yoii 
the trouble," rsaid Mr. Percy,—** 1 
know the man.** ... 

Lord Oldhorough pat down his pen^ 
and looked at Mr. Percy with asto* 
nishment. 

** Yes my Lord, however extmordiniay 
it may appear, I repeat it — I believe I 
know your son, tod if he be the man 1 
ima^nelkhn t6 be, I congratulate yoii, 
— -youhave i*eason toTejeioCi** 

"Theflicts myitearSk-,** Cried L6rd 
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Oldborough,-— *• Do not raise my 
hopes/' . • • • 

Mr. Percy i:epeated all that he bad 
heard from Godfrey of Mr. Henry, re- 
lated every circuutstance from the first 
commencement of them — ^The imperti* 
nence and insult to which the mystery 
that bung over his birth bad subjected 
him in the regiment — the quarrels in the 
regiment--^ the goodness of Major Gas- 
coigne — the gratitude of Henry-— the 
attachment between him and Godfrey, 
his selling out of the regiment after 
Godfrey's ineffectual journey to London, 
his wishing to go into a mercantile bouse 
— the letter which Godfrey then wrote, 
begging his father to recommend Henry 
1;o Mr. Gresham, disclosing to Mr. Percy, 
with Henry's permission, all that lie 
knew of his birth. — ^ 

" I have that letter at home," — said 
Mr. Percy — " your Lordship shall see 
it_I perfectly recollect the circum- 
stances of Henry's having been brought 
up in Ireland by a Dublin merchant. 
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and haTiog received constantly a redift^ 
lance in quarterly payments of fouf 
bnndred pounds a year^ from a banker 
in Cork/' 

, ** Did he inquire why> of from whom,'' 
said Lord Oidborongh— «-*' and doe» he 
know his mother?*' 

** Certainly not> the answer to his fiinst 
inquiries prevented all farther questions- 
He was told by the bankers, that they 
had directions to stop payment of tiie 
remittance, if any questions were asked." 

Lord Oldborough listened with pro- 
found attention, as Mr. Percy went on 
with the history of Mr. Henry, relating 
all the circmnstances of his honorable 
conduct with respect to Miss Panton-^ 
his disinterestedness, decision, and energy 
of affection. — -* 

Lord Oldborough's emotion increased/ 
he seemed to recognise some traits of his 
own character. 

** I hope this youth is my son,'*— ^ard 
his Ix>rdship, in a low suppbessed vofce^ 
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V,H© deserves to be ycwirs my Locd/* — * 
said Mr. Percy. 

'f To have a s<hi might be the greatest 
of evils— To have such a son, must be tbd 
greatest of blessings," said his Lordship, 
•«^he was lost in thought for a moment, 

then exclaimed, ^' I must see the 

letter 1 must s^ the man."-- 

" My Lord he is at my house. "*-*^-^ 
Lord CNdborough started from his seat^ 
•/ Let me see him instantly."—— 

*' To morrow my Lord," said Mr. 
Percy, in a calm tone, for it was neces- 
sary to calm his impetuosity. — ** To 
morrow— Mr. Henry could not be brought 
here to aigfat, without alarming him, or 
without betraying to him the cause of 
our anxiety." 

** To morrow let it be— you are right 
my dear friend. I^t me see him without 
l^is suspecting, that I am any thing to 
him, or he to me — you will let me have 
tilji^letter to night?" 

** Certoinly my Lord."-r- 
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Mr. Percy sjrmpathised with his im- 
patience^ and gratified it with all the cele- 
rity of a friend ^The letter was sent 

that night to Lord Oldborough. In 
questioning his sons more particularly 
concerning Henry, Mr. Percy learnt 
from Erasmus a fresh and strong cor- 
roborating circumstance. Dr. Percy 
had been lately attending Mr. Gresbam's 
porter, O'Brien, the Irishman ; who had 
been so ill, that, imagining himself dying, 

he bad sent for a priest. Henry was 

standing by the poor fellow's bedside, 
when the priest arrived, who was so 
much struck by the sight of him, that 
for some time his attention could scarcely 
be fixed en the sick man. The priest, 
after he had performed his official duties, 
returned to Henry, begged pardon for hav- 
ing looked at him with so much earnest- 
ness, but said, that Mr. Henry stron^y 
reminded him of the features of an 
Italian lady, who had committed a Child 
to his care many years ago. This led to 



PATBONAGB. 885 

fiuthejr ^pl|tnation, and iipoa compiar- 
ing dates and circumstances Henry was 
catti^iaoedy thai^ this was the verjr priest 
ntfap jbpui isarried him over to Ireland^ 
— -4faie ;pnest recognised him to be the 
cbtkU of ;wl|ooi be had taken charge— 
But /sirtber all wa^ darkness.T-^The priest 
luof^w: nothing, aiare — not even the name 
nf ihQ lady> frftn whom he bad received 
the child. — lie kuew only, that he had 
hem handsomely rewarded, by the Dublin 
mercha&t, to whom ,he had delivered the 
boj^ — Odd be had heard, that this mer- 
chcMdt bad sinoe become bankrupt, and 
bad fled to America. — ^This promise of a 
discovery, and sudden stop tp bis hopes^ 
had only mortified poor Henry,' and had 
urkated that curiosity, which he had en* 
deavered to lull to repose. 

Mr. Percy was carelhl both for Mr, 
H^f^'s sake and for Lord Oldborougb^sj, 
QOt to excite ho^s, which might not ul- 
tim^^y be accom.pliid^d» He took 
precautions to pnevent him from suspect^ 
ing any thing extraordinary in the in- 

VOL. IV. s 
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tended introductioii to Lord ^jibo* 
rough. 

There had been some dif^ute betme^ 
the present minister^ and some Ijondda 
merchant^ about the terms of a toaii> 
which had been made by Lord Oldbo- 
tough — ^Mr. Gresham's houte had jsome 
concern in this traamction ; and it wm 
now settled between Mr. Percy and Lord 
Oldborough, that his Lordship ^ould 
write to desire to see Henry^ who, as Mn 
Gresham^s partner, could give every ne- 
cessary information—— Henry accord* 
ingly was summoned to Clermont-Paii:^ 
and accompanied Mr. Percy, with bis 
mind intent upon this business^ 

Mr. Henry, in common with all, who 
were capable of estimating a great pub<» 
lie character^ had conceived high admi* 
ration for Lord Oldborough ; he had seen 
him only in public, and at a distance-^ 
and it was nbt Witbk>ut awe, that he 
now thought of being introduced to 
him, and of heaiing and speo^ing to 
him in private. 
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JMtd Oldborougfa^ meanwhile^ who 
had been satisfied by the perusal of 
the l^ter, and by Mr. Percy's infor* 
mttkton> waited for his arrival with ex- 
.teeme impatience— He was walking np 
and down his room, and looking fre- 
i^piently at his watch, which he believed 
wore than once to have stopped. At 
length the door opened. 

*^ Mr. Percy, and Mr. Henry, my 
Lord." 

Lord Oldborough's eye darted upon 

Henry. Struck* instantly with the 

resemblance to the mother. Lord Old- 
borough rushed forward, and clasping 
him in his arms, exclaimed, 

*' My son ! .... He is my son !'* 

Tenderness, excessive tenderness, was 
in his look, voice, soul, as if he wished 
to repidr in a moment the injustice of 
years. 

« Yes,'' said Lord Oldborough,— 
«* now — I am happy, — now, I also Mr. 
Percy may be proud of a son-^I too 
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^M ktt&w the pteaMMfi of domestic 
llfe......^Now I am hi^ppy T'— nre- 

:^flted he,— 

<' .Aad» ideti^a, vesigttM 
'' Tq tender panftions allliis iftighl^ inifid/' 



Marck^6th, 1813. 



THE END^ 



J. M'CrMry, Printer, Black-Horse Court, 
London. 
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ERRATA TO VOL. I. 

Page Unt 

Sy 5. After haTuif , insert or not having. 
155^ last line bat one from the bottom. 4fter retreated, insert 
aaying to himself: 
** Sir, she's yoar*8 — Yon have brushed from the grape it*8 

soft blue ; 
** From the rose-bud you've shaken if s tremulous dew ; 
** What you've touched you may take — Pretty Waltzer^ 
adieu." 
197, 13. After offended, dde and. 
90S, 9, from the bottom* For Pcrcies, read Percys, et 



2t3, 4 and 6. For Henries, read Henrys, et fa$sinu 

240, 15. 4ft^ king, for of, read at 

950, 5, from the bottom. For against, read npon« 

263, 4, frt>m the bottom. For would, read could* 

270, 8. For Colonel, read Comet. 

^89, ^« 4ft^ ^^ words fancy to Buckhurst, insert for be 
observed that, in carving a partridge, Buck- 
hurst never touched the wing with a knife; 
butj^ after nicking the joint, tore it off, so as to 
leave adhering to the bone that muscle ob« 
noxious to every good eater : — the bishop pro-, 
nounced him to be — " a capital carver," 

343, 1. For at, ffod in. 

348, 11. For Reiamopd, reiid R()$3amon<IU 

389, 12. For Who, r^odWhomu 
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ERRATA TO VOL. H. 

9, 1. For ebbed, read began to ebb. 

DtU Bat ; for seriously, read Seriooslji^ 

Dele *^ he had fbrgotttn tbat audi a panoa aa 

Dr. Percy exiated.''— 
After to, vMert my. 
For planfl, f«ad besiBew* 
from the bottom, for contradietiaoi read con- 

tractioB. 
from the bottom, for my, wead any. 
from the bottom, ^fter of, imsert sfeppiag into. 
Dele dead. 

4fter thread of, lfu«r^ a. 
For Mrs. John Falconer, rMd Ladyl^t. 
jPffvPrant, rradTraat. 
After lent, tnserf to. 
596, 5, firom the bottom, for patronage, read potitieal 

independence. 

405, 13. For Mrs. P. read Mrs. Falconer. 

406, 15. Far so meelectioneering, t-eod someeleotioneenng^ 
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74> 11. For language, read famguor. 

ERRATA TO VOL. IV. 

76, 11. For isoteric, read esoteric. 
S79, 9. Foraxious, rtcut anxious. 
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